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Radial Wet H20
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COMPETITION TIRES

www.tirerack.com/specialsTIRE REBATES AND SPECIAL OFFERS

via MasterCard® after submission 
when you buy a set of 4 select 
new BFGoodrich® brand tires.    

Offer valid November 10 – December 7, 2014 
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PIRELLI WINTER TIRES.

$$707070
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Get a $250 prepaid card  
when you buy 4 qualifying  

WINTER tires AND 4 qualifying NON-WINTER 
tires from Nov. 1 to Dec. 31, 2014.

*via Tire Rack Prepaid MasterCard®

Prepaid card issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC. Card expires.  

$70Get
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NEW MICHELIN® BRAND TIRES.
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As competition wrapped at the 2014 SCCA Tire Rack Solo National 
Championships for Super Street R Ladies, a number of the competitors 
gathered to look over the preliminary results, including (from left to right) 
Deborah Jarboe, Shelly Monfort, Learic Cramer, and Crissy Weaver. 
Monfort claimed the win, her sixth title in a row and eighth overall.

DATe   Sept. 5, 2014

LoCATioN   Lincoln Airpark, Lincoln, Neb.

WhAT   SCCA Tire Rack Solo National Championships

PhoTogRAPheR   Perry Bennett
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John Fitch was SCCA’s first National Champion at a time 
when it required competing in all forms of sports car events 
across the country. He was also the first American road 
racer to get a top level factory drive in Europe, blazing 
a trail for future professional American drivers. 

dAtE   Circa March 1957

loCAtioN   Sebring international Raceway, Sebring, Fla.

WHAt   John Fitch enjoys a break between sessions at  
the 12 Hours of Sebring

PHotogRAPHER   SCCA Archive

trailblazer turning point
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AEM Performance Electronics 
2205 W 126th Street, Unit A, 

Hawthorne, CA 90250
Phone: 310-484-2322

email: sales@aemelectronics.com
www.aemelectronics.com

The Infinity ECU may be used solely on vehicles 
used in sanctioned competition which may never 
be used upon a public road or highway, unless 
permitted by specific regulatory exemption. 
Visit aemelectronics.com for more information.

Powerful stand-alone engine control 
starting at around $1500.

Photo David Yowe / DLYmotorsportsimages.com

“One of the coolest things about the Infinity ECU is its 
affordability. It’s every bit as good if not better than the high 
end racing systems out there. For teams that are racing on a 
budget, which are most of us, the Infinity provides this high 
level of engine control and data logging for less. I’m always 
amazed at how quickly you can tune with it too. We make 
changes in the pits and are back out on the track to verify 
them in no time. If you are looking for more power, you will 
make more power with the Infinity.”

 Andy Lee, Best IT Racing Crown Seven Camaro 
 Pirelli World Challenge GTS

Hearts. Minds. Races.
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The recently announced 2015 Tire 
Rack SCCA National Solo schedule 

includes the two National-level tours 
and the Tire Rack ProSolo series, 
slated to visit many of the competition 
sites that have helped elevate the 
autocross program through the years. 
A new facility is also on the docket for 
the forthcoming season.

The National Corvette Museum 
Motorsports Park, in Bowling Green, 
Ky., will play host to its first SCCA 
National Solo event when the Tire 
Rack Match Tour travels there for a 
mid-season event, May 2-3. The facility 
is a multi-purpose motorsports facility 
that opened fall of 2014. The Match 
Tour event will utilize the autocross/
skid pad area.

The Match Tour is also 
scheduled to stop in Moultrie, Ga, 
June 6-7. This year’s visit will be 
the first time a National Solo event 
utilizes the facilities at Spence Field 
since 1996.

Also of note is that this year’s 
ProSolo event at the El Toro 
Airfield, in Irvine, Calif., April 25-26, 
will be the last National Solo event 
held at the site that has become a 
favorite to many drivers. The first 

event at El Toro was held in 2001, 
and was used by the local SCCA 
Region before that. Almost every 
year since, the location has been 
utilized as a stop on the ProSolo 
schedule. However, commercial 
development is set to begin on the 
area in late 2015.

The Tire Rack ProSolo National 
Series will also make two visits to 
Wilmington, Ohio, this season, with the 
first event scheduled for May 20-31, 
and the return visit slated for Aug. 1-2. 
Meanwhile, the site for the Utah Match 
Tour is still under consideration, but 
the date, set for June 27-28, is 
confirmed. A final decision on the 
location should be coming within the 
next month.

The Tire Rack ProSolo 
National Series will  
also make two visits  
to Wilmington, Ohio,  
this season”

2015 SeaSon iS JUST 
AROUNd The cORNeR
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double tap  
The Tire Rack 
ProSolo National 
Series will hit 
Wilmington 
twice this year.

Get your number
U.S. Majors Tour registration is in full swing, and now all 
remaining numbers are up for grabs. As with the 2014 
season, drivers can reserve their preferred number for each 
event in a particular Majors Conference at sccamajors.com.Ke
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Starting in 2016, there will be multiple global 
Mazda MX-5 Cup series around the world, including 
North America, Europe, and Asia. It will all 
culminate at the end of the year with a Global 
Shootout at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca to 
crown the series champion who, along with other 
prizes, will receive a one-day test in Mazda’s 
TUDOR United SportsCar Championship 
SKYACTIV Prototype racecar.

The 2016 Global Mazda MX-5 Cup carries on a 
long tradition of MX-5 spec racing that began with 
Spec Miata, one of the most popular racing 
categories in the U.S. and Canada that is also 
gaining traction in other parts of the world.

In a first for Mazda, the Global Mazda MX-5 Cup 
racecars will be sold ready to race from a single 
supplier. Final specifications for the car beyond the 
fact that it will be equipped with a 2.0L 
SKYACTIV-G four-cylinder engine have not been 
determined. Mazda will be working over the next 
year to select the optimum suspension, powertrain 
and safety modifications for the car. For more 
information, flip to pg. 51 of this issue.

Global Domination
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Battery tender tends MX-5 Cup
Mazda Motorsports announced that Battery Tender will be 
joining the SCCA Pro Racing Mazda MX-5 Cup series as a 

title partner. For 2015, the series will be known as the Battery 
Tender Mazda MX-5 Cup Presented by BFGoodrich Tires.

SCCa Pro raCinG Formula liteS
The new SCCA Pro Racing Formula Lites, the brainchild of Dennis McCormack, Ryan 
Arciero, and Max Crawford, is an open-wheel race series designed to fill a longtime 
void in the United States open-wheel market. The Formula Lites concept 
incorporates the latest technology, high-quality engineering, and a price point that 
offers a modern racing experience at a sensible purchase and operating costs.

Designed and manufactured to the latest F3 FIA safety specs, the full-carbon 
monocoque mates a 2.4L, 16-valve Honda engine to a 6-speed sequential 
gearbox featuring pneumatic paddle shifters, a feature every veteran or aspiring 
race driver should be using in today’s motorsports era. “This new car represents 
the very latest technology and engineering for a price that makes it not only 
easier to purchase, but maintain and race as well,” says Arciero.

Priced at just under $121,000 complete, the FL15 is slated to compete in a 
12-race, six-weekend SCCA Pro Racing Formula Lites championship series in 
2015, with a final schedule expected be finalized in the coming weeks.

SCHEDULES
Tire rack Solo championShip Tour 
DATE CITY/STATE FACILITY
March 14-15 Cecil, Ga.  South Georgia Motorsports Park
March 21-22 San Diego, Calif.  Qualcomm Stadium
April 11-12 College Station, Texas  Texas A&M University Annex
April 18-19 Crows Landing, Calif.  Crows Landing Air Facility
May 24-25 Lincoln, Neb.  Lincoln Air Park West
June 13-14 Fountain, Colo.  Pikes Peak Int’l. Raceway
June 13-14 Ayer, Mass.  Devens Airfield
July 11-12 Packwood, Wash.  Hampton Mills
Aug. 8-9 Wilmington, Ohio  Wilmington Airport

Tire rack Solo naTional championShipS
DATE CITY/STATE FACILITY
Sept. 8-11 Lincoln, Neb.  Lincoln Airpark West

Tire rack maTch Tour 
DATE CITY/STATE FACILITY
May 2-3 Bowling Green, Ky.  NCM Motorsports Park
June 6-7 Moultrie, Ga.  Spence Field
June 27-28 Utah  TBD
July 18-19 Toledo, Ohio  Toledo Express Airport

Tire rack proSolo naTional SerieS
DATE CITY/STATE FACILITY
March 7-8 Blytheville, Ark.  Arkansas Aeroplex
March 28-29 Irvine, Calif.  El Toro Airfield
April 25-26 Crows Landing, Calif.  Crows Landing Air Facility
May 9-10 East Rutherford, N.J.  Met Life Stadium
May 22-23 Lincoln, Neb.  Lincoln Airpark West
May 30-31 Wilmington, Ohio  Wilmington Airport
June 6-7 Mineral Wells, Texas  Mineral Wells Airport
June 27-28 Toledo, Ohio  Toledo Express Airport
July 18-19 Packwood, Wash.  Hampton Mills
Aug. 1-2 Wilmington, Ohio  Wilmington Airport
Sept. 5-6 Lincoln, Neb.  Lincoln Airpark WestJe
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world racer 
MX-5 Cup will return in 2016 with a global strategy. 

CheCkereD FlaG: Jerry Dunbar
Jerry Dunbar was a mainstay in the Central Division 
for decades. He started racing SCCA in the early 
1950s and continued until he retired in the mid 
1990s. In those years he was a fixture at all local 
sports car tracks. He started every Road America 
June Sprints except one from 1956 through 1996. 
He rarely missed any event at Blackhawk Farms. He 
drove MGs, the Edwards Special, a D Jaguar-
Chevrolet, two Corvettes, a Camaro, and finally a 
GT-1 Firebird/Camaro. He even won GT-1 at the 
Runoffs in 1980. He was a Regional and Divisional 
officer for years. Remembered for many things, not 
the least being that he was never going to be a 
formula car driver. 
 tom schultz
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Pull quote in here please 
thanks very much. Pull 
quote in here please 
thanks very much no 
name in here please”

LisA Noble
President and CeO Of sCCa inC.

Hot shoes
Cover man Kenton Koch is 

one of many excellent 
young drivers we considered for 
the single candidate that we 
were allowed to nominate to the 
Americas selection event for 
the FIA Young Driver of 
Excellence Academy. “Send 
your best and brightest,” we 
were entreated. “Easier said 
than done,” we replied as we 
considered drivers from almost 
every program in the SCCA.

Competitors are coming into 
our sport at earlier ages and 
achieving a great amount of 
success – and our choice was 
incredibly difficult. We went 
through the rosters, and the 
depth of talent was impressive. 
Our proud 70-year history 
includes some of the most 
iconic names in motorsports. 
With SCCA programs continuing 
to develop the nation’s best, it 
is great to know these are some 
of the men and women whose 
names will be called out for 
honor in the future. 

From Solo, Junior Karting 
has been around long enough 
to produce its own alumni who 
have bested the best in very 
competitive efforts, such as 
Garfield, Regganie, Clements, 
and Saunders. Some fresh faces 
in Club Racing have also been 
proving their mettle, Saurino, 
Morales, Aquliante, Mallinen, 
and Kearby. We saw several of 
these names on the podium at 

the Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca Runoffs this fall.

And there are some fine 
young hot shoes coming out of 
SCCA’s Pro ranks as well. 
Holbrook, DiMeo, and Cherry 
out of Pirelli World Challenge, 
Francis who double dipped in 
both World Challenge and Trans 
Am. Skylar Robinson and Sam 
Beasley are second-generation 
names from the Club side who 
are making a mark in our formula 
car series. Landy, Bickers, 
Gallagher, and, of course, Koch, 
are some of the cream of the 
crop from MX-5 Cup. 

For the dozen or so that I’ve 
named, there are two dozen or 
more who deserve mention.

Concern about an aging 
driver population brought 
some changes in the Club over 
the last few years, and we’ve 
welcomed younger drivers into 
both autocross and racing 
programs as well as karters 
who are coming in from other 
organizations. We are 
beginning to see the results of 
the progressive thinking that 
has opened these doors. 

Another contributing factor 
is the SCCA Pro Racing 
platform for these drivers has 
grown significantly over the 
last five years. With the 
addition of Touring Car classes, 
opportunities for budgeted 
drivers abound. Trans Am is 
seeing record fields; Pirelli 

World Challenge the same. FF, 
or F1600 and F2000 drivers 
from those as the current 
SCCA Pro Racing series are 
titled, have been the stage for 
open-wheel talent for decades.

It is important to have 
developmental paths that lead 
from our Club experience 
through the professional ranks. 
While that has not been clearly 
marked, improving that is a goal 
for us on the Club and Pro sides 
of the SCCA. We are working 
with our manufacturer partners 
and other industry businesses 
toward making it happen.

This roadmap also includes 
cars. Ensuring that there is a 
class for professional cars to 
run on the Club side provides 
crossover entries for our 
Regions. That the Club side 
owners of these cars have an 
easy entry into the Pro series 
when they come to town is an 
aspirational element that we 
should encourage through 
consistent rule sets.

As the story unfolds, we did 
select Kenton, he won and now 
goes on to represent the 
United States and the SCCA. 
I’m proud that he is our country’s 
representative in the global FIA 
competition and thrilled that 
through these young women 
and men, the road racing side 
of our sport has such a strong 
future. This is the Club that 
I want to belong to!  

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF  
THE SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA

PRODUCED FOR THE SCCA BY: 
RACER MEDIA & MARKETING, INC.

EDITOR Philip Royle
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Laurence Foster
ASSOCIATE EDITOR Jason Isley
ART DIRECTOR Ree Tucker
DESIGN CONSULTANT Rob French
NATIONAL EDITORIAL COORDINATOR  
Eric Prill
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Rick Beattie, Paul Brown, Dee Duncan, 
Rocky Entriken, James Heine, Peter 
Hylton, Richard S. James, Jim Kearney, 
Don Knowles, R.A. McCormack, David 
Muramoto, Jon Olschewski, Randy Pobst, 
Tom Schultz 
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS 
D.E. Baer, Doug Berger, Rupert Berrington, 
Irina Bouzenkova, Ken Brown,  
Rick Corwine, George Dwinell, Mako 
Koiwai, Dennis Murray, Barbara Protos,  
Mark Weber, John W. Wilmoth, 
Dennis Wood

CEO & EXECUTIVE PUBLISHER  
Paul Pfanner
COO & PUBLISHER Bill Sparks
EDITORIAL ADVISOR Jeff Zwart
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER  
Steve Bottom
SALES MANAGER Sophia Lopez
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR Rick Nitti
GLOBAL SALES DIRECTOR  
John Chambers
AD OPERATIONS Victor Uribe
ACCOUNTING MANAGER  
Sandra Carboni-Alexander
PRINTING R.R. Donnelley, Pontiac, Ill

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS  
are welcomed bySportsCar. All materials  
are subject to our standard terms and 
conditions. SportsCar is not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts, photos and 
drawings, and such materials will not be 
returned unless they are accompanied 
by a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

EDITORIAL/ADVERTISING OFFICES
RACER Media & Marketing, Inc. 
17030 Red Hill Avenue 
Irvine, CA 92614 
(949) 417-6700 / Fax (949) 417-6116 
E-mail sportscar@racer.com 
Toll-Free Advertising Line 
(800) 722-7140 
Outside USA (949) 417-6700

REPRINTS 
Nick Iademarco at 
niademarco@wrightsmedia.com 
Back Issues (949) 417-6700 
SCCA Member Services (800) 770-2055

RACER MEDIA &  
MARKETING, INC.
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The new PUMA SL Tech Mid Pro shoe culminates the ultimate recombinant design 
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desirable driving shoe for professionals today. The PUMA SL Tech Pro is constructed 
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UNI Chassis midsole, and ‘split heel’ 
construction maximizes foot support, 
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 Framor Safety | MX | (52)555276-0558
 Performance Speed Tech | TX | 817-512-4780

To fi nd a dealer near you: (714) 847-1501 
or fi nd us on the web at: puma.subesports.com

Subé Sports is the exclusive 
distributor of PUMA Motorsports 

products in the USA.
www.subesports.com

Untitled-1.indd   1 11/17/14   6:28 PMSC-ADS.indd   1 11/17/14   6:39 PM

http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=13&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fpuma.subesports.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=13&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.subesports.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=13&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fpuma.subesports.com


14  JANUARY 2015  scca.com

In the December issue of SportsCar, 
we noted that Formula F National 
Champion Jeremy Grenier is the 2014 
recipient of the Road Racing Drivers 
Club’s prestigious Mark Donohue 
Award. We also printed that Grenier 
will be inducted into the RRDC. While 
some Mark Donohue Award winners 
are inducted into the RRDC, not all are, 
and we do not know whether Grenier 
will eventually receive that honor. 

Since 1971, the Mark Donohue 
award has been presented to a 
participant of the SCCA National 
Championship Runoffs who “exhibited 
the outstanding performance of the 
weekend in terms of personal spirit 
and performance behind the wheel,” 
says the RRDC Website. With Grenier’s 
performance at Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca in October, he certainly 
deserves the honor. We apologize for 
the confusion.

RegioN LeAdeRs 
(Category based on 2013 year end membership)

REGION	 GROWTH	 RETENTION
Jumbo Regions (800+):
Houston 10.3% 81% 
Oregon 10.2% 87%
Florida 8.2% 83%

Large Regions (401-799):
St. Louis 28.2% 80% 
San Diego 19.4% 71%
Indianapolis 18.4% 76%

Medium Regions (200-400):
Las Vegas 31.0% 81%
Des Moines Valley 27.3% 79% 
South Bend 26.9% 76% 

Small Regions (<200):
Kentucky 53.8% 77%
Southwest Louisiana 49.1% 80%
Badlands 43.9% 92%

While membership 
always gets a spring 
boost, many of our 
regions are currently 
experiencing solid 
growth! Congratulations 
to the leaders and keep 
up the momentum. For 
complete details on 
the SCCA Membership 
Drive Contest, log in to 
ams.scca.com and look 
under “Forms.”

MeMbeRship RefeRRAL LeAdeRs foR octobeR
NAME	 RFRRLS	 REGION
Warren Leach 111 San Diego
Brian Ghidinelli 64 San Francisco
Christopher Brake 26 Indianapolis
Gayle Jardine 26 Cal Club
Carol Deborde 24 Reno
Jeremy McCauley 23 Allegheny Highlands
Sydney Davis 22 Houston
Johnathan Burchardt 21 Southwest Louisiana
Meredith Evans 18 Oklahoma
Karen McCoy 18 Oregon
Robyn Wasser 17 Reno
John Zuccarelli 17 Florida
Rondall Smart 15 Houston
Allan Coy 13 Cal Club
Mike Holzinger 13 Iowa
Brian Melani 13 Tennessee
Shari McCoy 11 Cincinnati
David Vodden 10 San Francisco
We have had 2,325 members refer 3,310 new members.

MeMbership Drive Contest
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Set the record 
Straight

winning big  
Jeremy Grenier has a lot to celebrate.

MAjOR	RAcING	AT	KANSAS	SpEEdWAy 
Kansas Speedway is the latest addition to the U.S. Majors 
Tour Mid-States calendar; the doubleheader weekend 
will be June 20-21, 2015, on the 2.37-mile road course, 
which uses the progressive banking of the oval.LA
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JohN walsh
Chairman, SCCa Board of direCtorS

Racing into 2015
First, I want to say “thank you” 

to some major contributors 
to the Club and its operations 
over the past few years. They’re 
leaving positions of leadership, 
although we’ll still have the use 
and benefit of their ideas and 
opinions for years to come.

After a full two terms on the 
Board of Directors, Mike Lewis 
and Robin Langlotz will leave the 
board at the end of the year. 
Mike, serving many years as 
SCCA Inc. Treasurer, has fixed us 
on a solid footing financially, and 
as a member of the SCCA Pro 
Racing Board of Directors has 
ably led that group to sporting 
and business success. Robin 
brought to the Board a 

pragmatic sense of customer 
service for our events, and 
taught us how we can positively 
solve problems for our members 
and Regions. We will welcome 
both their replacements, but 
Mike and Robin will leave a lasting 
impression on the Club. 

We will also say a sad farewell 
to two important staff members 
at SCCA headquarters – Vice 
President of Finance and 
Administration Rick Ehret, and 
Vice President of Club Racing 
Terry Ozment. Rick’s retiring 
from his Vice President job, but 
rumors are that he will continue 
to serve Club in a role at SCCA 
Pro Racing. Terry Ozment has 
been the leader of our 

headquarters’ Club Racing team 
for the last decade, a time of 
major positive change in our 
participation and programs. She 
made much of it look easy, 
although knowledgeable 
observers understood that, like a 
swan on still pond, there were 
feet paddling like crazy just 
below the surface. We owe much 
to Rick and Terry, and thank 
them for their service.

While I’ve written about it 
previously, it’s appropriate to 
again mention Tom Campbell, 
SCCA Pro Racing CEO, for his 
work in restoring the glow to 
SCCA Pro Racing. Stepping in 
under tough circumstances, 
he remade the business model 
and turned SCCA Pro Racing 
from red ink to black. This 
“temporary” assignment lasted 
four years, and we thank him as 
he again heads to retirement.

These folks, and others, have 
laid the groundwork for all the 
new programs you’ll be seeing 
from SCCA. 

“New” and “SCCA,” you say? 
From “The Lab” we’ve just seen a 
successful prototype for Track 
Night In America, the Solo 
program is continuing its 
Starting Line success, and we’re 
constantly looking for ways to 
bring new life to our programs. 
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1.800.230.3030•Tech: 1.330.630.0240 •Int’l: 1.330.630.0230
Call by 10 pm EST: In-Stock Parts Shipped That Day!   

Expert Advice •Huge Inventory •Fast Delivery •World-Class Customer Service

Find it at

Sports Series 
HANS Devices
Industry-Leading Safety!
Keyword: HPP HANS Devices
as low as / $645.97 kit

Infrared 
Laser Temperature Gun
Accurate Temperature Readings! 
Keyword: ICP Infrared Laser 
ICP-360018-E / $137.97 each

X Series Rod Ends
The Racer’s Choice!
Keyword: HAL X Series
as low as / $26.97 each

Brake Ducts
Cool Your Brakes!
Keyword: AAF Brake Ducts
as low as / $18.99 each

Caster Camber Gauge Kits
Precise and Quick Adjustments!
Keyword: LNG Camber Gauges
as low as / $128.97 kit

Ballast Mounting Brackets
Easily Mount Ballast!
Keyword: AAF Ballast Bracket
as low as / $12.99 each

Driven to Extremes.
Middle of the road has no place in your garage. Summit Racing Equipment understands. 
We’ll help you get the extreme horsepower and performance you crave from your race car 
with upgrades like engines and components, transmissions, and plenty of other go-fast parts 
because we know exactly what drives you.     

Rely on us to answer your questions 
and recommend solutions 24/7.

 
Drill Bits 
Double End 3/16" 
2 Bits in One!
Keyword: KYS Drill Bits
KYS-100-40951 / $6.29 each

Conventional 
Rear Coil Springs
Exceptional Precision!
Keyword: EIB Conventional Rear 
as low as / $65.97 each
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on orders over $99! 
Details at SummitRacing.com
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Q&A

Pro ride 
 Robert Clarke has 

worn many hats 
in the world of 

professional racing, 
one of which was as 

CEO of De Ferran 
Motorsports. 
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In July, SCCA hired Robert Clarke 
to head up SCCA Pro Racing, but 
that’s only half the story

In July, SCCA hired Robert Clarke as the new 
President and CEO of SCCA Pro Racing. 

Under his watch will be all the series that fall 
under SCCA Pro Racing, including the series 
featured in this issue starting on pg. 22, plus 
Trans Am. But Clarke is also taking on an 
additional challenge: he’s been named the 
Vice President of New Business for SCCA Inc. 
There, he works hand in hand with SCCA 
President and CEO Lisa Noble to grow the 
Club membership through creative, new 
initiatives. So what makes Clarke so ideal for 
these new roles?

SportsCar: We understand that you were 
instrumental in the success of Honda 
Performance Development’s professional 
racing programs, and the rumor is you built 
HPD from the ground up.

Robert Clarke: In 1992, Honda was 
thinking about getting into IndyCar racing, 
and ultimately I got the job of heading up 
that department. Nothing existed at that 
point. There were no instructions and no 
building. I was given a piece of paper with 
five or six handwritten objectives. It was 
something like: build a building, hire some 
people, train the people, start racing, win a 
race, and win a championship. 

SC: Your education is quite diverse, with an 
undergraduate degree in architecture and 
Minors in civil, mechanical, and electrical 
engineering, and then Masters in art and 
industrial design. How did that land you a job 
running the department that wins 
professional racing championships?

RC: I started teaching architecture after 
getting my degrees, but I woke up one 
morning thinking I was teaching and had no 
real world experience. I had a passion for 
motorcycles, so I went to work for a 
company called Vetter in the mid 1970s 

making fairings and saddlebags. From there, 
I tried running my own commercial art 
business. One day I saw a classified ad for 
Honda – they were looking for someone with 
motorcycle experience.  
 I was on the Honda motorcycle accessory 
side for a year and a half and then went to 
product planning. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
job, but came in one day to find I’d been 
transferred. Honda was looking for someone 
to oversee the design and construction of the 
new headquarters in Torrance, Calif., so I was 
transferred to that department. I tried to get 
myself out of there as quickly as I could, and 
through my motorcycle division connection, 
I found my way to the HPD program.

SC: Many people in the motorsports industry 
get hooked early in life. What did it for you?

RC: Being a Navy fighter pilot, my father was 
very into technology, and he had his own 
interest in sports cars. When I was 6 or 7 years 
old I had an interest in go-karts. My first go-kart 
was very “trick” and was all aluminum – my 
father said that if we were going to have a kart, 
we were going to have a good one.  
 In 1958 or ’59, there was a fellow working in 
the same section as my father who had an Elva 
Formula Junior that he raced with the SCCA. He 
invited us to watch him race at Lime Rock. He let 
me put air in the tires, polish the car, and that 
sort of thing. That experience was it – I bought it 
hook, line, and sinker.  
 In the 1960s, when I was 16 or 17 years old, 
we’d been to a number of SCCA races and 
I pushed my dad for us to get a racecar. In 
Formula C, the engines were totally open other 
than it being a 1,100cc class. This was of interest 
to my father because this encouraged 
innovation. We bought a used Merlin Formula C 
chassis and put two Kawasaki air-cooled 
motorcycle engines in the back. I took all of my 
schools racing that car.

SC: SCCA Pro Racing is currently a 
sanctioning body with no direct control over 
series it used to manage, like Pirelli World 
Challenge and Trans Am. Will that continue to 
be the model you pursue in your current role?

RC: Everyone, including the membership of 
the SCCA, would like Pro to grow back to what 
it used to be in the days of Can-Am and Trans 
Am when they were at the height of their 
popularity. But today most series are 
struggling, so while our dream is to get Pro 
back to that level, it will only happen when we 
can do it without the risk or jeopardizing the 
Club side of the business. 

SC: The Vice President of Business 
Development position is new. What does  
your role entail?

RC: The thinking is, “If you were starting the 
SCCA today, what would it look like?” What 
would be its structure and what would be its 
mission statement? 
 You can’t deny the power of the car and 
the industry that builds and supports it. It’s 
finding ways to connect with the group of 
society that appreciates their relationship at 
such a level that they would want to be a part 
of a club that has an allegiance to the car and 
wants to enjoy it at a special level. 
 The SCCA is all about sports cars and the 
performance of cars, and ultimately 
motorsports. But at its core it’s about society; 
it’s about people. It’s about people who have 
a common passion for cars, and enjoying 
their relationship with cars. From that 
perspective, we’re working on a variety of 
ideas to engage today’s youth who are 
coming of driving age. Even the kids who like 
building cars out of Legos; we’d love to help 
feed that passion. 
 Ultimately, the job is a lot of fun – it’s 
anything you can dream it to be. 
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Our MeMber’s stOries

rachel Kerswill
SCCA member SinCe 2003
reno region

When I was 12 years old my mom 
stuck a helmet on my head and 

tossed me into the passenger seat of 
our Subaru WRX at our local SCCA 
Solo event. I remember being 
terrified and thinking I would never 
be able to drive like that. 

My first experience actually being 
in the driver’s seat at a Solo event 
was even more intimidating. As 
I pulled up to the line, I wanted 
nothing more than to get out of the 
car and run away but, by the end of 
the run, I could not wait to do it 
again. It was a total rush! 

That first run got me hooked. 
Since then I’ve become 
increasingly involved with the 
SCCA, attending as many events 
as I can. The SCCA members have 
become my second family, and 
racing has become my passion.

For me, Solo presents a constant 
challenge, which I love. There is 
always something I can improve on 
and learn. And, as an adrenaline 
junkie with a competitive edge, the 
SCCA has been the perfect place to 
learn, grow, and compete. 

I have been lucky to have so 
many amazing mentors and 
coaches in the SCCA over the years. 
Although I’ve raced in a variety of 
cars, the one I have the most 
experience in and have always 
come back to is the Mazda RX-8. 
Winning Nationals in the RX-8 this 
year was an incredible experience, 
especially because of the great 
class of competitors I ran with and 
because I was able to take the win 
in the first car I ever autocrossed. 

I’m looking forward to many more 
years of Solo and to getting involved 
with the other motorsports activities 
available with the SCCA.”

imAge Michael R. Erwine

I have been lucky 
to have so many 
amazing mentors 
and coaches in the 
SCCA over the years”
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WIRELESS convenience.
The cables are gone, nothing to trip over.

From the pads directly to the tablet.
No extra boxes needed here. Convenient, No clutter.

Really easy to use.
No computer experience needed here. Turn it on and go.

#72715  15” x 15” x 2½” Pads

$1895.00 INCLUDING TABLET

#72726  w. Ultra Low Deflection Pads

$2995.00 INCLUDING TABLET

WIRELESS convenience.

(Shown with Billet Levelers and 
Turnplate Roll-offs – available 
separately – see website)

New

on a
7” Tablet

(tablet Included)

The Easy Way

From the pads directly to the tablet.
No extra boxes needed here. Convenient, No clutter.

No computer experience needed here. Turn it on and go.

Call or go online for your
NEW 2015 Catalog!

1.800.423.3110
www.longacreracing.com

(actual picture)

Keeping ‘Tabs’ On
Your Cornerweights

Full color high 
resolution 

display.
All set up, ready
to use right out

of the box.
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INsIght

this tugs at the grass-
roots strings of my 
heart. It shows a 
lot of faith, and not 
much good sense”

where it was an advantage to be 
a local, and have experience with 
that sound meter. 

Mike Anderson came through 
for the win with an aggressive 
last-lap, no-contact pass into 
Turn 2. He got under Alan 
McCallum with a bit of wheel lock, 
and Alan wisely went a little wide 
to avoid, and Mike made it stick. 

The STL class was fascinating, 
because like so many others it 
looked like a runaway – and then 
it didn’t. I honestly expected 
many more walkaways than 
I saw, happily, ‘cause I love a 
close contest. STL is also a 
cool combination of front- vs. 
rear-wheel drive, Integras 
and Miatas up front. They 
ran early on Saturday and 
were delayed a long time for 
fog, which is common on the 
Monterey Peninsula. It had 
been hot and sunny all week, 
but the morning was damp 
and chilly, 50s not 80s. 

The marine layer finally 
lifted – barely – and, at the green, 
Spencer Trenery moved quickly 
from fourth into a six-second 
lead. Total domination. It’s over. 
Just give him the trophy now 
and save all the wear and tear. 
Then the sun came out. That’s 
Monterey. A whole new weather 
day in five minutes, and suddenly 
the lead was waning rapidly. 

Trenery had chosen an 
aggressively soft Hoosier 
meant for autocross. Brilliant if 
the fog had held a little longer. 
Next, two Miatas and Cliff Ira 
in another Acura get by, Ira 

SpeedcastTV.com – go 
there and see all the races 

from the 2014 SCCA National 
Championship Runoffs at Mazda 
Raceway Laguna Seca, which 
took place in early October. 
Any time you wish, all 27 races 
are available online. This is an 
especially cool service for those 
of you who were in the races. 
Heartbreak and heroics, and 
no one understands it better 
than those of us who drive 
and work the tracks. I got to 
do the race analysis on half of 
them, with longtime pro Rick 
Benjamin doing the call. Our 
better half was Greg Creamer 
and Jeff Lepper; top pros you’ll 
know from the Pirelli World 
Challenge series broadcasts.

What I love about the Runoffs 
is that the drivers are not 
professionals. The action is far 
less predictable. Anything can, 
and does, happen. Pros can be 
almost boring in their perfection; 
lap after lap, spot on. Pros often 
don’t seem to be able to pull off a 
close finish without hitting each 
other, either. This frustrates me, 
because I believe that sometimes 
the true nature of the sport is lost 
under the burden of winning at 
any cost. 

Watch the races, you’ll see 
thumbs up on the cool-off lap 
– from the second-place guy 
to the first. I saw backslapping 
and hugs in the pits after the 
race. Not always; let’s not be all 
Pollyanna, it’s an emotional and 
dangerous sport. But, we must 
recognize and accept the risks 

The 2014 Runoffs

holding point. But it ain’t over, 
because Ira starts smoking 
heavily. The car, I mean. 

For a couple corners it even 
billows from the cockpit. I can 
picture the crew begging officials 
not to meatball him. It seemed 
to be more vapor than liquid, 
but poor Laughlin’s Miata was 
getting polluted. Turns out 
the dipstick had come loose 
(crankcase pressure?), and 
dripped drama-oil on the exhaust 
and, through it all, Ira came home 
the champ.

I cannot help but admire 
James Wilson of Black Armor 
Helmets, almost famous for 
driving his B-Spec Mazda2 
racecar to Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca from his home in 
Texas. This tugs at the grass-
roots strings of my heart. It 
shows a lot of faith, and not 
much good sense. Screw 
good sense, this is adventure! 
It ought to be a law, we’d all 
be a lot more respectful. 

Adventure certainly is the 
early history of the SCCA; just 
tape the headlights and go. I used 
to do that, even to some pro 
races with T.C. Kline, including a 
full-on Firestone Firehawk CRX, 
from Road America to Portland. 
Solo-ers do it all the time. 

Wilson ran hard and finished 
sixth, and then had a scare when 
his airline flight home suddenly 
popped an interior wall at 
30,000 in the air. Stick to terra 
firma, James.

I feel for Andy McDermid who 
had a brake issue slow his shot at 

RANdY Pobst
4 Time World Challenge Champ; 2 Time runoffs Champ; 2 Time  
solo and 4 Time prosolo Champ; 2 Time rolex 24 gT Winner

Pull quote in here 
please thanks very 
much. Pull quote in 
very much”
Quoted

going in. This is what “that’s 
racing” means. Sometimes 
it’s really awful, too, ain’t it?

Let’s start with some awful. 
Darryl Wills was leading Formula 
Mazda, duking it out, shooting for 
his fourth Runoffs title in FM, when 
he suddenly pulled over after a 
pass attempt on him in Turn 3. 
“Flat tire. Did Mike Anderson’s end 
plate get it?” I speculated. No, it 
was sound. Urgh. That’s a tough 
one; black flagged out of the lead 
at the Runoffs. 

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
has very strict sound controls as 
part of the Monterey County 
Parks system. We deal with them 
all the time doing Motor Trend 
testing there in streetcars even. 
We have to remind ourselves how 
very lucky we are that this 
racetrack still operates. It’s a 
miracle, thanks to an Army 
General who liked racing a long 
time ago, and organizers 
SCRAMP, sponsor Mazda, and 
more. But poor Wills was livid. I’m 
sure he was confident his car was 
proper. When two or three cars 
are running together, how can 
one be singled out? 

I don’t know the details, but 
Wills was one of many who 
struggled with noise levels all 
week. This was another area 
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It was looking like 
a walk, but then 
Tom Wickersham 
reeled David in 
with his Mustang”

Cliff hanger  
Nobody wants to watch 
a runaway race. A close 
battle with dramatic position 
changes makes for a much 
more exciting event.  

It was looking like a walk, but 
then Tom Wickersham reeled 
David in with his Mustang. David 
had also tried a very aggressive 
tire choice, and they were fading. 
Tom got by him, David cooled his 
tires a bit, and then gave him a 
mirror shot into Turn 6, and Tom 
ran wide. Clever, sporting 
intimidation by the now 
eight-time champion. 

Mark Feinstein, who also 
crewed Porsches with me back 
when, came third in what looked 
like a nice, new Audi S4 from the 
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parking lot. But the unsung 
almost-hero of this race was 
Kevin Fandozzi, who, under the 
radar, was slicing and dicing his 
way to the front in his Chevy 
Cobalt after troubles in 
qualifying, when another Vortex 
of Danger moment prevented his 
happy ending.

Catch the action right now on 
SpeedcastTV.com, because you 
just never know, people. It is 
never over until you drive under 
the checker.   

watCh it
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another title in his WeatherTech 
Mustang in America Sedan, 
and Aaron Bailey who ended 
up backwards in Turn 2 on the 
last lap after contact. It was 
a good demonstration of my 
Vortex of Danger theory, and 
the necessity of getting into the 
vision of the car ahead in the 
brake zone for a clean pass.

David Daughtery used to 
crew for our T.C. Kline race 
team, then he beat me in the 
rain at the Mid-Ohio Runoffs in 
SSB, so I watched his Touring 3 
run with interest. He took the 
Tire Rack pole with a Nissan 
370Z, then lost several top 
competitors in a Turn 3 melee 
behind him. Another reason the 
pole is helpful. 
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The 
WiNNeR’s 
ToUch

sccA Pro Racing’s 2014 season was fraught with 
highs, lows, dominating performances, and a 
number of surprises. Meet the ones who put it all 
together and can now call themselves champions... 
Main iMage  LAT / Richard Dole
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SCCA Pro Racing provides a sea of 
fascinating, titillating, and utterly 

breathtaking racing. Open wheel, 
closed wheel, production based, spec 
cars – SCCA Pro has it all. But when 
you think about it, it’s the racer’s who 
make the various series as exciting as 
they are; SCCA Pro Racing simply 
provides the playground for these 
talented racers to put it all on the line.

The 2014 season was different in 
many ways. For the first time, Pirelli 
World Challenge welcomed all FIA GT3 
cars into the GT field, and competitors 
flocked in droves. Over night, World 
Challenge GT became an exotic field of 
Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Bentleys, and 
more. To a lesser degree, the same was 
true with the GTS field, too, as GT4 cars 
like the Aston Martin joined the fray. 

SERIES PG

Pirelli World Challenge GT/GT-A 26

Pirelli World Challenge GTS 28

Pirelli World Challenge TC 30

Pirelli World Challenge TCA 32

Pirelli World Challenge TCB 34

F1600 Championship Series  36

F2000 Championship Series  38

Atlantic Championship Series 40

Mazda MX-5 Cup 42

MX-5 Cup: Global Attack 51

Women also flexed their muscles in 
2014. Shea Holbrook, who became 
the second woman to win a World 
Challenge race when she took the 
checker at Long Beach in 2011, added 
a number of wins to her resume in 
2014 when she claimed five more 
victories. And, in the F1600 
Championship Series, Ayla Agren 
became the first woman in that series’ 
history to win a race when she claimed 
the first of the Mid-Ohio rounds in 
July; she backed that up with wins at 
the Pittsburg International Race 
Complex and Watkins Glen, and 
garnered enough points to clinch the 
overall series title.

Not counting Trans Am (which will 
be receiving its season roundup in the 
next issue of SportsCar as the final 

round for Trans Am had not happened 
at the time of this printing), SCCA Pro 
Racing sanctioned 124 professional 
races in 2014. Of those, women won 
6.5 percent. We’re not sure if this is a 
record, but we’re pretty certain it is. 

This is only a snippet of the 2014 
SCCA Pro Racing action. The following 
pages tell the rest of the tales from the 
eyes of the winners...  

ThE dETaIlS  
(ABOVE) The racing 
was tighter than 
ever in 2014, so the 
smallest detail could 
make the difference 
between success 
and failure. (RIGHT) 
The fruits of a hard 
earned Pro Racing 
victory are so sweet, 
but often elusive.
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That was extremely 
frustrating, but it meant 
that we, as a team, had 
to operate perfectly”
Johnny o’connell

Johnny O’Connell is in the prime of 
one of the most successful careers 

in SCCA Pro Racing Pirelli World 
Challenge racing, having just won his 
third consecutive GT class 
championship. In 14 seasons of World 
Challenge racing for GM, O’Connell has 
claimed seven championships. 

“It was an amazing season,” 
O’Connell says. “The battle this year was 
with BOP [Balance of Performance]. 
We got restrictor plates and added 
weight. We’re a team that should be 
qualifying in the first two rows, and at 
times we were lucky to qualify eighth 
or ninth. That was extremely 

frustrating, but it meant that we, as a 
team, had to operate perfectly. If 
there’s one thing I’m most proud of, it’s 
how we were able to work as a team.”

A first-corner shunt made a 
disappointing start to the season in St. 
Petersburg, but there’s a reason this is 
called Pro Racing. 

“There are certain races that every 
driver wants to have on their resume,” he 
says. “Long Beach is one of those. I don’t 
want to say it’s our Monaco, but it’s our 
Monaco. I really needed to get points for 
the pole, leading the most laps, and for 
winning the race. I was mathematically 
very aware of what was going on.”

Balancing acT
Johnny o’connell clinches back-to-back-to-back titles in an amazing Pirelli World 
challenge gT season  |  Words Jeff Zurschmeide  Main iMage richard Prince / cadillac racing
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back in black 
Johnny O’Connell 
is one of the most 
successful active 
drivers in SCCA 
Pro Racing, having 
just capped off his 
third consecutive, 
and seventh 
overall, World 
Challenge title. 

DRiVERS’ cHaMPiOnSHiP

1 Johnny O’ Connell 1,558 pts
2 Mike Skeen 1,402
3 Anthony Lazzaro 1,372
4 Andy Pilgrim 1,338
5 Andrew Palmer 1,256
6 James Sofronas 1,062

ManUFacTURERS’ cHaMPiOnSHiP

CAdillAC   90 pts   (3 wins)

Audi   85   (4)

FeRRARi   62   (2)

PORSChe   57  (3)

MClARen   27   (1)

Bentley   26   (1)

dOdge   16   (1)

lAMBORghini   10   (1)

GT bY THE nUMbERS

DRiVER WinS
Johnny O’connell 3
Mike Skeen 3
Ryan Dalziel 2
anthony lazzaro 2
andrew Palmer 1
Guy Smith  1
nick Tandy 1
Robert Thorne 1
kuno Wittmer 1

11
1

1
2 2

3

3

1

2014 was the debut year for the 
new GT-A class, which runs as a 
race-within-a-race of the GT class. 
The GT-A group is designed to 
attract and recognize “gentleman” 
drivers. To qualify as a GT-A driver, 
an individual must not earn his or 
her primary living from being a 
racing driver, and must never have 
won a professional racing 
series championship.

This year, the inaugural World 
Challenge Sportsman’s Cup and a 
nifty B.R.M wristwatch went to 
Michael Mills, driving a Porsche 
GT3R from EFFORT Racing. 

“I came out of IMSA GT3 Cup, so 
I had a long relationship with 
Porsche,” Mills says. 

Mills drove that Porsche to a total 
of six race wins among the GT-A 
competitors, and finished the season 
with a 70-point lead over second-
place GT-A competitor Henrik 
Hedman in a Ferrari 458. 

Like all good racers, Mills is quick 
to spread the thanks around. “First, 
I need to thank my wife; she’s been 
instrumental and extremely 
supportive. We work as a team! 
MSR Houston is my employer, and 
they are gracious enough to allow 
me to go and chase this dream.” 

MicHaEl MillS 
caPTURES GT-a TiTlE 
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O’Connell did what he needed to 
do, qualifying on the pole and 
leading every lap on the way to the 
Long Beach win. He followed that up 
with a solid season. By the end, 
O’Connell had racked up two more 
wins, three seconds, three thirds, 
and four pole positions.

“I am 100 percent certain I’ll be 
driving for Cadillac next year,” 
O’Connell tells us. “We won’t know 
what the series will throw at us until we 
get closer to the season, so we just 
need to be able to adapt quickly, and 
we’ve shown that we’re able to 
do that.”  

THE TEaM bEHinD caDillac RacinG

Every racer knows the amount of shop time it takes to put 
any car on a racetrack, but a Pirelli World Challenge 
GT entry requires the efforts of dozens of skilled 
professionals. “If there’s one person on the team who is 
most responsible for our success, it is Steve Cole,” says 
GT Champ Johnny O’Connell. “We’ve been working 
together for 14 years. He’s the program manager and 
he’s assembled a great group of guys who are all 
geniuses. These are really, really smart guys. In order to 
win these days, you don’t just need good mechanics; 
you need guys who got [a perfect score] on their SATs. 
You know about Cadillac Racing, but it’s Pratt & Miller 
Engineering behind it all.”
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Lawson Aschenbach is no stranger to 
the winner’s circle in Pirelli World 

Challenge. He holds prior championships 
in Touring Car and in the GT and GTS 
classes. This year he claimed his second 
GTS championship in a row. “We knew 
coming into the season that it was not 
going to be easy,” Aschenbach says. 
“With the way things played out last 
year, we knew we would have to fight 
and scratch and claw for every point.”

GTS is the salad bowl of World 
Challenge – something from everyone 
makes up the largest fields in the series. 
In the mix of everything from the Aston 
Martin GT4 to the Kia Optima, 
Aschenbach pilots a Chevrolet Camaro. 

“I’ve been running Camaros for a 
number of years now,” he says. “It’s not 

ClAwiNg 
foR PoiNts
lawson Aschenbach returns to the top  
once more in 2014 sCCA Pro Racing  
Pirelli world Challenge gts 
Words  Jeff Zurschmeide  Main iMage Dave green

GTS

Although the Kinetic Motorsports drivers Mark wilkins 
and Nic Jonsson finished third and seventh in the Drivers’ 
Championship, their consistent performance delivered the 
Manufacturers’ title to Kia. the two Kia drivers led the 
class in the number of miles led during races, and were 
second in laps led, pole positions, and fastest race laps. 

“we’re still relative newcomers, but we’ve established 
ourselves as credible competitors,” says scott McKee, 
Kia’s Director of Corporate Communications. “in five 
years, we’ve had a really good run. we’re going to keep 
building on that. we want to make sure that our 
reputation is more like the reality of our products.”

Kia claimS GTS manufacTurer TiTle

only a great street car, it also works 
very well on the racetrack. To be able to 
have a car that works so well on track is 
incredible. It’s a testament to Chevrolet 
and all the work they’ve done.”

With the “Balance of Performance” 
formulas in use by World Challenge 
organizers, it’s challenging to predict 
what will happen over the course of a 
season with a particular car. Early season 

winners often see their performance 
decline as the formula changes.

“To be able to get the win at St. Pete 
was a huge momentum swing for us, 
but the next few races were really 
tough and put us in a pretty big hole,” 
says Aschenbach. “We had a really 
good car and a really good team, but 
we needed a little help from the series 
to bring us back in line with the other 

cars. Fortunately, they were able to 
help us out at Mid-Ohio.”

With a little help from the 
performance formula, Aschenbach 
and his Black Dog Racing team 
claimed two poles and two wins, and 
led every lap of both races in Ohio. 

“We proved again that we could 
climb the mountain and get back into 
the hunt,” he says.   
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BalanCe 
(ABOVE) Lawson 
Aschenbach found 
the right balance to 
keep his Chevrolet 
Camaro up front, 
scoring back-to-
back GTS titles. 

driVerS’ ChaMPionShiP

1 Lawson Aschenbach 1,448
2 Jack Baldwin 1,398
3 Dean Martin 1,106
4 Jack Roush Jr. 1,083
5 Tony Gaples 1,046

ManUFaCTUrerS’ ChaMPionShiP

KIA   89 pts   (5 wins)

FOrd   83   (3)

ChEVrOLET   76   (4)

POrSChE    73   (3)

ASTOn MArTIn   15   (1)

nISSAn   2   (0)

gTS BY The nUMBerS
driVer WinS
lawson aschenbach 4
Jack Baldwin 3
nic Jonsson 3
dean Martin 3
Mark Wilkins 2
nick esayian 1

2

3

3
3

4
1
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i was lucky enough to 
have the championship 
clinched with a couple  
of races to go”
Michael DiMeo

The record for race wins in one 
season of SCCA Pro Racing Pirelli 

World Challenge is eight, set by the 
legendary Peter Cunningham in 2010. 
That record was matched this year by 
22-year-old Michael DiMeo in the No. 
71 Children’s Tumor Foundation 
Honda Civic Si, driving for Karl 
Thomson’s Compass360 Racing.

“I’ve been racing karts since I was 
7 years old,” DiMeo says. “I wanted 

to make the transition into sports 
cars because I felt that would be the 
most natural path for me to take. So 
I collaborated with Karl [Thomson] 

and he set up a plan last year that 
would get me racing in Pirelli 
World Challenge. 

“I did two races last year. One was in 
the Canadian Touring Cars and I raced 
the World Challenge season finale last 
year in Houston. That was my first 
World Challenge race. This season was 
my first full season racing cars, so it 
was all new to me.”

It’s unusual to set a record, but what 

For the record
Michael diMeo puts his honda civic Si on top in a rollercoaster ride of an Scca Pro racing 
Pirelli World challenge touring car season  |  Words Jeff Zurschmeide  Image Jay Bonvouloir

Tc
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was truly remarkable was how dominant 
DiMeo was right out of the gate. 

“We won the first six races, and then 
I won at Mid-Ohio,” DiMeo continues. 
“I was lucky enough to have the 
championship clinched with a couple 
of races to go. It happened that 
I couldn’t attend the second-to-last 
race of the season because I didn’t 
have sponsorship. I worked extremely 
hard at getting back into the car for 

the last race because I hated seeing 
the car on the live stream without my 
name on it! So I made sure I was at the 
last race – whatever I had to do.”

After what has to be one of the best 
rookie seasons ever, DiMeo is naturally 
effusive with his praise: “World 
Challenge is a great series, 
Compass360 is a great team, and the 
drivers I raced against were second to 
none,” he says.  

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
1 Michael DiMeo 1,573
2 Karl Thomson 1,075
3 Adam Poland 993
4 Steven Doherty 627
5 Fred Emich 496

MANUFACTURER WINS

Honda   9

Mazda   2

nissan   2

Volkswagen   1

TC BY THE NUMBERS

DRIVER WINS
Michael DiMeo 8
Steven Doherty 2
Adam Poland 2
Fred Emich 1
Karl Thomson 1

8
2

2
1 1

Compass360 Racing supports 
the Racing4Research program of 
the Children’s Tumor Foundation. 
Children battling 
neurofibromatosis are invited to 
the track as guests of the team, 
and hosting them gave Michael 
DiMeo an extra motivation. 

“It was really special to win at 
Mid-Ohio because there were 
kids from the Children’s Tumor 
Foundation out that weekend,” 
says DiMeo. “They’re a great 
group of people and I really 
wanted to get a win for them. 
They go through struggles every 
day, so to see them cheering and 
smiling is priceless. I had a race-
long battle for the lead with 
Steven Doherty. We had six 
position changes throughout the 
race – it could have been either 
one of us.”

FOR THE KIDS

DOMINATION  
Michael diMeo 
put together a 
dominating season, 
winning eight times 
on the way to the 
Touring Car title. 
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new challenger  
(ABOVE) Jason 
Wolfe and his 
Kia Forte Koup 
surprised a lot of 
people in 2014. 

It really shows the Kia 
is a well-built car and, 
set up right, it’s a good 
performance driving car”
jason wolfe

For the rookie year of the TCA class 
in SCCA Pro Racing Pirelli World 

Challenge, 20-year-old Jason Wolfe 
claimed the class honors with an 
impressive total of five wins, three 
seconds, and a pair of thirds. In 14 
races, Wolfe finished off the podium 
only four times, and each of those was 
a fourth-place finish. 

In a season where podium finishes 
were the norm, it can be tough to 
pick out a standout moment, but 
Wolfe has a clear memory. “My 
favorite win was Mid-Ohio in the 
rain,” he says. “That’s my home track 

and there were a lot of people there. 
We were up to P2 overall after the 
first lap. One where I didn’t think we 
were going to get it was at Brainerd, 
but everything fell into place and we 
ended up second, which helped with 
the championship and took a lot of 
stress off.”

year. We want to stay with Kinetic 
because they’re a great team. They’re 
super professional and fun to be 
around. Hopefully we’ll do another 
year in TCA and then get into the Kia 
Optima in GTS for 2016. Nothing’s set 
in stone yet, that’s for sure – but that’s 
the overall plan.”  

BIg BAd Wolfe
In his rookie year, Jason Wolfe claims the first TCA title in SCCA Pro Racing 
Pirelli World Challenge history  |  WOrds Jeff Zurschmeide  ImAgE dave green

Tca

DrIVers’ chaMPIonshIP
1 Jason Wolfe 1,597
2 Shea Holbrook 1,390
3 ernie francis Jr. 1,366
4 Jason Cherry 1,319
5 Russell Smith 405

ManUfacTUrer wIns

KIA   6

HOndA   5

mAzdA   3

Tca BY The nUMBers

DrIVer wIns
jason wolfe 5
shea holbrook 5
ernie francis jr. 3
nic jonsson 1

3 5

5

12014 was the first year of the TCA class in Pirelli World 
Challenge. The concept grew out of the TCB (B-Spec) 
rules package as a cost-effective way to get new drivers 
into World Challenge racing. 

“The cost of racing, especially for some of our TC and 
TCB competitors, is a barrier to running in the series, so we 
look at ways to reduce costs where we can,” says geoff 
Carter, director of Competition for Pirelli World Challenge.

TCA cars are limited to a stock sealed engine and 
transmission, stock bodywork with no composites, and 
only limited suspension modifications. TCA cars may 
upgrade to StopTech front brakes. All Touring Car classes 
run on a spec Pirelli P Zero tire.

whaT Is Tca, anYwaY? In addition to winning the Drivers’ 
Championship, Wolfe delivered the 
manufacturer’s title to Kia Motors. “We’re 
sure surprising a lot of people and  
making other people mad,” Wolfe says. 
“We brought a car that not a lot of  
people really look to as a performance 
car. Up in GTS, Nic Jonsson and Mark 
Wilkins are beating out Porsches and 
others at a bunch of races. It really shows 
the Kia is a well-built car and, set up right, 
it’s a good performance driving car.”

For next season, Wolfe hopes to 
repeat his championship performance: 
“We’re looking at a few things for next 
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moving up 
(ABOVE) Brian Price 
made the decision to 
move to SCCA Pro 
Racing Pirelli World 
Challenge after a 
number of years 
of Club Racing.

About two and a half 
years ago, I went down to 
St. Pete and watched the 
TC race – I was hooked”
Brian price

There’s a way that SCCA Pro Racing 
is supposed to work: bring in drivers 

from the Club ranks and help them take 
their careers as far as their talent and 
dedication will allow. And, sometimes, 
that’s exactly how it works out. This 
year, Pirelli World Challenge crowned a 
champion who ran his first pro race in 
April of this year, and who came to the 
series with a used car and only enough 
money to make a few races.

“About two and a half years ago, 
I went down to St. Pete and watched 
the TC race – I was hooked,” says 
2014 Pirelli World Challenge TCB 

Champion Brian Price. “I’ve been 
racing a Miata in Washington D.C. 
Region since 2008, and this year 
I decided I wanted to move up and try 
to do something different.

“The Honda Fit was available, so 
I went and looked at it and made the 
decision to buy it,” he continues. 

The RIghT PRICe Brian Price runs to the front in SCCA Pro Racing Pirelli  
World Challenge TCB  |  WORdS Jeff Zurschmeide  ImAgE Jay Bonvouloir

TcB

DriverS’ cHampionSHip
1 Brian Price 1,390
2 Nathan Stacy 1,265
3 Tyler Palmer 1,207
4 Paul holton 1,053
5 Jason Fichter 974

manuFacTurer WinS

HOndA   10

mInI   3

FORd   1

TcB BY THe numBerS

Driver WinS
Brian price 5
Johan Schwartz 3
Tyler palmer 2
paul Holton 1
glen nixon 1
chase pelletier 1
nathan Stacy 1

5

3
2

1
1

1 1
From its beginnings in 2012, Pirelli World Challenge TCB 
has grown to respectable size in just three years. All told, 26 
drivers put points on the board in TCB this year. half of those 
drivers were World Challenge rookies, including 2014 
series Champion Brian Price, second-place finisher Nathan 
Stacy, and the fourth-, fifth-, and seventh-place finishers. 

On the manufacturer’s side, honda won the 
championship in commanding fashion, with eight drivers 
piloting honda products, including the champion. Mini 
came second with nine drivers winning points, including 
third-place season finisher Tyler Palmer. Also competing 
were Ford, Chevrolet, Mazda, and Fiat. 

B-Spec BY THe numBerS “I actually signed up for four races, 
and I had the money set forth to do 
that, but after winning the first race, 
second race, and third race, I was 
trying to finish the season. If it wasn’t 
for the contingencies from World 
Challenge and Honda, I wouldn’t 
have been able to afford to race the 
whole season.”

While offerings from Honda and 
World Challenge helped Price claim 
the TCB Drivers’ Championship, his 
on-track performance also helped him 
land additional outside help. “I had a 

new sponsor for the last two races,” he 
says. “CarSquare.com is in it for the 
long run. They want to help us next 
year, hopefully sponsoring for the 
whole season, and we’re looking for 
really good things. I have the B-Spec 
car for sale, and I plan on running TC-A 
in either a Honda or a Mazda.”  
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The racing is about 
putting yourself in 
the right position 
at the right time”
ayla agren

Ayla Agren became the first 
female to win a race in the 

SCCA Pro Racing F1600 Formula 
F Championship Series when 
she prevailed at Mid-Ohio in July 
2014, and was the class of the 
field at the close of the title fight, 
with a last-lap pass for the win and 
2014 championship at Watkins 
Glen in mid-October in her No. 83 
Team Pelfrey Mygale/Honda.

“I have two moments that really 

stand out to me as ‘game 
changers,’” says Agren. “Those are 
the VIR weekend, even though the 
second race wasn’t great result-
wise, everything felt good in the car 

and I knew that we had good 
momentum going into the rest of 
the season. 

“The second moment is the 
following race weekend at Mid-Ohio, 
scoring our first win in the F1600 
category. We brought that confidence 
with us to the following races.”

The season was highly competitive, 
with a lead group of 10 cars often 
trading the lead back and forth 
through the races. Agren, who hails 

changing The game
ayla agren claims the Scca Pro racing F1600 championship Series title, 
becoming the first female to clinch the series  |  Words monty mathisen  Image Jeff Loewe
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DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
1 Ayla Agren 492 pts
2 Garth Rickards 479
3 Augie Lerch 419
4 Jack Mitchell 408
5 James Goughary 381

F1600 BY THE NUMBERS

F1600 PRO WINS

Ayla Agren 3
James Goughary 2
Steve Bamford 1
Sam Chastain 1
Franklin Futrelle 1
Mikhail Golkhberg 1
Augie Lerch 1
Evan Mehan 1
Jack Mitchell 1
Brandon Newey 1
Garth Rickards  1

3

2

11
1
1
1

1 1 1 1

ELEVEN WINNERS 
IN 14 RACES

One of the most competitive 
seasons anywhere, the 2014 
F1600 Championship Series 
season saw 11 winners in 14 races, 
with events usually coming down to 
last-lap dicing.

2014 Champion Ayla Agren won 
three races, while Masters Class 
veteran Jim Goughary won two 
earlier in the year, and the balance 
were split among pro driving 
instructor Franklin Futrelle, Masters 
Class ace Steve Bamford, Mikhail 
Goikberg (in a one-off, track-learning 
weekend), Brandon Newey (the 
2012 series runner-up), Newey’s 
Chastain Motorsports teammates 
Evan Mehan and Sam Chastain, 
Jack Mitchell Jr. (who dominated the 
Canadian F1600 tour in 2013), and 
Augie Lerch and Garth Rickards (for 
Team Pelfry alongside Agren).

from Norway, won the most of anyone, 
three races, in her sophomore season, 
and is expected to move up the racing 
ladder in 2015.

“One thing that always hits me 
when looking at the on-boards again 
after a race is that it reminds me of a 
battle scene from a movie,” she says. 
“Everyone is literally inches apart, but 
it is pretty cool that when we all drive 
with respect for each other how tight 
and clean the racing is.”

Describing her driving style as 
smooth, she adds: “The racing is 
about putting yourself in the right 
position at the right time. This is 
crucial, especially in the F1600 
category as drafting plays a huge 
part. During one lap in the F1600 you 
most likely will get more chances to 
pass than most other categories. This 
also makes you good at planning and 
positioning yourself in the right spots 
toward the end of the race.”   

INCHES TO SPARE  
(ABOVE and RIGHT) 
Ayla Agren (81) 
became the first 
female to win a 
race in the SCCA 
Pro Racing F1600 
Formula F series, 
and went on to 
take the title.

D
en

ni
s 

Va
le

t
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a race at a time
tim minor repeats his Scca Pro racing F2000 championship Series title  
in 2014, besting some tight competition  |  Words monty mathisen  Images Dennis Valet

Tim Minor fended off the kids to 
repeat his SCCA Pro Racing 

F2000 Championship Series title in 
the No. 88 Ski Motorsports Citation. 
At the end of the year, Minor edged 
18-year-old Skylar Robinson for the 
Championship and took a total of 
five wins on the season.

“I take every season one race at 
a time, but I always also see the big 

picture,” says the 53-year-old racer 
who owns an automotive repair 
business in Virginia. “For me, the 
October Watkins Glen weekend was 
the hardest. I put the car on the 
pole for the Saturday race and was 
promptly hit from behind in the first 
turn by Skylar. It took me a while to 
re-fire and I put my head down and 
twice broke the track record coming 

back up through the field to take 
eighth. That was the defining 
moment as I kept my composure 
and I passed Skylar in the process.”

Minor is unique among his 
competition, with a moderately 
sized trailer and working on his 
own racecar.

“I honestly feel that I get better 
under pressure, not worse,” he 
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ConsistenCy 
Tim Minor showed 
that consistency 
is king, winning 
five times and 
maximizing every 
other finish to take 
the overall title. 

DRiVeRs’ CHAMPionsHiP
1 Tim Minor 520 pts
2 Skylar Robinson 518
3 Sam Beasley 472
4 Thomas McGregor 436
5 David Grant 380

F2000 By tHe nUMBeRs

DRiVeR Wins

tim Minor 5
skylar Robinson 4
sam Beasley 3
thomas McGregor 1
John Larue 1

3
5

4

11

Seven weekends, six tracks, and 
14 races in the 2014 edition of 
the F2000 Championship 
Series offered up a diverse 
offering for the paddock to 
respond to. While a pair of 
Citations for Tim Minor and 
Skylar Robinson proved to be 
the cars to beat at the flowing 
circuits, there were new names 
in the winner’s circle and at the 
front of the field elsewhere.

Sam Beasley’s Polestar Van 
Diemen came alive midseason, 
with a track record at VIR and 
three wins, two coming on the 
short Pittsburgh course, and 
again at Watkins Glen in 
October. Thomas McGregor 
prevailed in the new F2000 
chassis from Spectrum at VIR and 
was constantly on the podium 
throughout the season. Charging 
through the field was Jason 
Rabe, who improved some 55 
positions in his eight starts. 

VARieD sCHeDULe 
PLAys to DRiVeRs  
AnD CHAssis setUP

equipment,” Minor continues.  
“In every test and in every session 
I have a thought-out plan and 
I execute. I’m aggressive but 
consistent. I’ve learned how to be 
fast without making big mistakes. 
I try to learn something every 
session I’m on track. There’s more 
to it than just going fast. You  
have to finish.”   

adds. “I work on my own car 
virtually every night and I bring a 
full focus with me to the garage. 
There is a reason I’ve had only a 
single DNF over five years. There 
really isn’t any ‘easy’ in this series 
if you are trying to run in the top 
15 or so.

“I’m very determined to get 
everything I can from my 
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Daniel Burkett smoothly won seven 
out of 10 races in the 2014 SCCA 

Pro Racing Atlantic Championship 
Series, cruising to the title in his Swift 
016/Mazda from K-Hill Motorsports. 
“The most important race of the 2014 
season was the opener at Road Atlanta,” 
says the Canadian talent. “At that 
event, I established myself as the man to 
beat all season and set the benchmark 
for my competitors to reach. If I didn’t 
perform well at the season opener 

I think the season may have gone 
differently as I would have been in a 
more desperate chase position rather 
than setting the pace at the front.”

Along with seven wins came 
countless poles and new FA track 
records, but Burkett’s most interesting 
drive came at Mid-Ohio during the 
Sunday race. The Winnipeg native 
spun his No. 4 machine from the lead 
early in the race, falling down the 
order to third. From there, he would 

hunt down his two main 2014 rivals, 
fellow aspiring drivers Jimmy Simpson 
and Ethan Ringel, to take the victory 
and reset the track record. 

Another challenge came at VIR, with 
engine problems limiting his track time.

“I think VIR race two was my best 
race all season,” says Burkett. “I barely 
got any practice laps due to an engine 
failure and I had to overcome the 
adversity of a DNF that day. I knew 
that [Simpson] was quicker than I was 
in some laps, but I had to focus 
forward and push my comfort zone in 
order to stay ahead. I took a lot of risks 
in order to find the lap time I needed.

“I would describe my driving style 
as calculated aggression. I like to 
manhandle the car a bit, sort of force it 
to do what I want it to do. You have to 
push a car to its tipping point in order 
to get the best read on what needs to 
be changed.”  

CAlCUlAted AggRessioN
daniel Burkett dominates the sCCA Pro Racing Atlantic Championship series in 2014, 
winning the series in style  |  Words Monty Mathisen  Images dennis Valet

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
1 daniel Burkett 462 pts
2 Jimmy simpson 340
3 Keith grant 318
4 Conner Kearby 315
5 ethan Ringel 315

ATLANTIC BY THE NUMBERS
DRIVER WINS
Daniel Burkett 7
Jimmy Simpson 2
Ethan Ringel 17

2

1

BY fORCE 
daniel Burkett 
(aBoVe and rIgHT, 
center) forced his 
way to the front of 
many sCCa Pro 
racing Formula 
atlantic series 
races, clinching 
the championship 
for his efforts. 

What started as a three-weekend experiment in 
2012 is now going full-bore for the Formula Race 
Promotions group and sCCA Pro Racing. the 
Atlantic Championship series will expand from a 
five-weekend, 10-race format to a seven-weekend, 
14-race schedule in 2015, pairing up with the 
successful F2000 and F1600 Championship series. 
series owners cite customer demand from Atlantic 
drivers and teams for the additional two weekends.

As for the top drivers in 2014, reigning series 
Champion daniel Burkett is expected to move up 
in the open-wheel world. Jimmy simpson drove 
an indy lights car at Mid-ohio and is continuing 
to look for funding to run in that category, and 
ethan Ringel has already signed an indy lights 
deal for 2015.

ATLANTIC ExPANDS fOR 2015

SC0115Pro-08Atlantic_s.indd   40 11/13/14   9:30 PM

http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=40&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fscca.com


NOW 
AVAILABLE!

* Free Ground 
Shipping US 48

Orders 866-505-2739
Tech 843-299-0997

Visit us trackside, new showroom or online at www.apexperformance.net

Ask for your SCCA discount! 
(available on most items)

Visit us on Facebook to 
view our track schedule

Receive a

FREE
Helmet Bag & Ground 

Shipping* with each
helmet purchase!

Full systems, 
replacement 

parts & 
accessories 
available

It’s the most 
effective heat 
prevention system.

Full systems, 
replacement 

parts & 
accessories 
available

It’s the most 
effective heat 
prevention system.

Harnesses & 
Right-Side Nets

SC-ADS.indd   1 11/1/14   11:45 AM

http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=41&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apexperformance.net
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=41&exitLink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FApex-Performancenet-Premier-Racing-Outfitters%2F57441727923
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=41&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apexperformance.net
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=41&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apexperformance.net


Pro racing

42  JANUARY 2015  scca.com

SC0115Pro-09MX5_s.indd   42 11/13/14   9:35 PM

http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=42&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fscca.com


scca.com  JANUARY 2015  43

Mazda MX-5 Cup

At just 20 years old, 2014 MX-5 Cup 
Champ Kenton Koch is the fastest 
rising star in SCCA Pro Racing

Words Jeff Zurschmeide  Images Sean Rice

Racing in a spec series like SCCA 
Pro Racing Mazda MX-5 Cup 

presented by BFGoodrich Tires is 
designed to highlight the driver 
rather than the car. But because 
the cars are all equal, in most years, 
championships aren’t decided until 
the last race. However, this year, MX-5 
Cup saw one of the most dominating 
performances in its history. The new 
MX-5 Cup champion for 2014 is 
Kenton Koch, and his Cinderella story 
shows what SCCA Pro Racing and the 
Mazda ladder system are all about.

“My dad raced desert cars in the 
Baja 1000 when I was a child, so my 
first memories are of playing with 
my little red truck, watching my dad 
fly by in a VW Beetle racing in the 
desert,” Kenton says. “I’ve always 
been interested in cars. It wasn’t 
something my dad forced on me. 
I wanted to do this!”
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Mazda MX-5 Cup

Kenton’s karting career took off at 
age 8, and he spent the next eight 
years working on his race craft. At the 
end of 2010, Kenton found the Mazda 
Motorsports ladder program, and he 
hasn’t checked his mirrors since. 

“I did the karting shootout 2010 
and was able to get some scholarship 
money. Then I did the Skip Barber 
formula car regional series in 2011 
and I went to the champion’s shootout 
and won a scholarship. I switched to 
the regional Skip Barber MX-5 series in 
2012 and won, and then I won the 
national Skip Barber MX-5 series in 
2013. Now I’ve been in MX-5 Cup for a 
year and I’ve been on scholarship 
money my entire life,” Kenton says.

The scholarships that have kept 
Kenton moving up in the racing world 
are substantial. 

“I actually added up the money I’ve 
earned to go racing in the last four 
years and it totals $380,000. There’s 
no way my family could ever pay that 
much to go racing. I’m really grateful 
to be here, and without Skip Barber 
and Mazda I wouldn’t be,” he says. 

I actually added up the 
money I’ve earned to go 
racing in the last four years 
and it totals $380,000”
kenton koCh

fun and gaMes 
Like many racers, 
Kenton Koch utilizes 
a racing simulator to 
gain extra seat time 
away from the track.

A BALAnced Life
At age 20, Kenton is a professional 
racing driver when most of his peers 
are getting their first street car. But 
Kenton understands the importance 
of keeping one foot in the normal 
world of a young man while pursuing 
his career goals. 

“I’m currently a student at Cal State 
Fullerton,” he says. “I was a 
mechanical engineering major, but I’m 
switching to business. I can’t seem to 
figure out calculus for the life of me!”

While racing is hardly a subject 
taught at colleges, Kenton found a 
way. “I’m involved with the school’s 
Formula SAE program, where we 
design and manufacture a formula 
car,” he says. “I’m really in tune with 
the suspension team and the way 
they’re going about things. So, I’m still 
getting an education in how a car 
works but, at the same time, if I get a 
business degree I’ll be able to 
understand more in-depth about how 
to get the money to go racing. If it 
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takes me a little bit longer to get 
through school, that’s OK. That’s the 
main thing for me – I have to finish 
school no matter what.”

Yet even with a busy racing 
schedule and his studies, Kenton 
makes time to be a normal guy. 

“I still have a little bit of time for a 
social life. On weekdays and weekends 
when racing isn’t happening, I still get 
to hang out with my friends and 
family. I like the mountains. I love the 
snow, and if it’s during the winter 
when I’m not racing, I love 
snowboarding. I try to play it safe and 
smart, but I enjoy the fresh air in the 
mountains with friends.”

Winning in MX-5 Cup
Getting back to Kenton’s racing career, 
in the 12 races of this year’s MX-5 Cup, 
Kenton earned nine pole positions, 
claimed six victories, and set three 
track records. 

“The highlight of my year was 
Houston,” he says. “I knew I had to 
start mentally preparing myself and 
getting my head in the game. 
Houston was where I started seeing 
results. At Houston, my two fast laps 
were identical down to the 

In five years I’d like to 
be at Le Mans with 
Mazda driving a 
SKYACTIV diesel”
kenton koCh

Get sMart  
(LEFT) Having the 
preverbal ace up his 
sleeve with plenty of 
racing talent, racer 
Kenton Koch climbed 
the Mazda Ladder 
system all the way 
to the top. (ABOVE)
As a student at Cal 
State Fullerton, 
Koch is focusing on 
business, a decision 
that could help fund 
his racing career 
for years to come. 

thousandth of a second, so I got the 
pole for both races. Then I won both 
races, and that turned the tables for 
the rest of the season.”

nEXT STEpS
Among the best things about winning 
the MX-5 Cup championship is that 
Mazda awards a major scholarship, to 
the tune of $200,000, to the winner – 
enough to make it possible to fund a 
ride in one of several pro series. 

“We’re looking at IMSA Prototype 
Lights now,” Kenton says. “I got a 
chance to drive one at Petit Le Mans 
on the promoter test day. I had only 
three sessions in the car and I was 
pretty much on pace. Obviously, 
there’s that last half-second to find, 
but if I get a few more test days, I think 
I’ll be looking quick.”

The funds from the scholarship are 
contingent on finding another 
Mazda-powered ride, but even if that 

was not the case, Kenton prefers to 
dance with his trusted partner. 

“Right now I’ve dedicated my racing 
career to Mazda. I’ve been involved 
with them since the beginning and 
I want to stay loyal to them. Honestly, 
without Mazda I wouldn’t be where 
I am today. They’ve offered me 
scholarships all the way up from 
karting to where I am now. That’s how 
I made it. They’ve offered me a lot and 
I’d like to stay with them.”

Asked about the future past next 
season, Kenton has very specific goals. 
“In five years I’d like to be at Le Mans 
with Mazda driving a SKYACTIV diesel 
or whatever they have at that time. Or 
be at the top racing series in North 
America – I’d love to be at the pinnacle 
of sports car racing for Mazda.”

FiA ACAdEMy OF THE AMEriCAS
If this story was about any other racer, 
it might be tempting to think that 
Kenton is reaching for the stars by 
dreaming of racing at Le Mans. But 
before you discount that dream, 
consider that Kenton recently 
competed against the best drivers in 
the Americas for a spot in the FIA 
Institute Academy in Europe. “The FIA 
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I focused on what 
I needed to do.... That 
made an impression 
on the judges”
kenton koCh

Academy has a series of six selection 
events around with the world,” Kenton 
says. “The FIA asked ACCUS for 
nominees, and each sanctioning body 
nominates one driver. SCCA nominated 
me to ACCUS, and ACCUS chose me 
over the nominees from IMSA and the 
other sanctioning bodies.

“I went to the FIA Academy of the 
Americas to represent the United 
States. It was in Puebla, Mexico, at the 
Autódromo Internacional Miguel E. 
Abed. There were people from all the 
countries in the Americas. It was a 
competitive atmosphere, but we all 
wanted to help each other, so we 
all had fun.”

The competition included physical 
fitness and psychological tests in 
addition to competitive driving.

“We drove Legend cars around the 
track and I was fastest all three days,” 
he says. “At the end, they chose the 
top six out of the 12 who were there, 
and we did a shootout. There were 
three sessions, two laps each, one car 
on track at a time.”

In the end, it all came down to one 
clean lap. “They taught us how to be 
adaptable. I was the last one out on 
the final day, and I wasn’t the fastest, 

so the pressure was on me. I focused 
on what I needed to do to get the most 
out of the car, and I was able to go 
fastest.  That made an impression on 
the judges.”

EuropE and BEyond
The prize for winning in the Academy 
of the Americas is a trip to Europe in 
2015 – six event weekends in different 
locations including Edinburgh, Scotland; 
Chamonix, France; and others. 

“I’m really interested to see what 
Europe is like,” says Kenton. 
“Alexander Rossi and Alex Wurz came 
out of this program, so it produces 
really good drivers. So, if you’re one of 
those guys in the top five from around 
the world, it gives you credibility as a 
good driver and proves that you’re fit, 
professional, and mentally there. It 
includes everything.”

But while Kenton’s dreams have  
him racing around the globe, he hasn’t 
forgotten SCCA by any means, and 
there are still races he’d like to run in 
the Club. 

“I’d like to come back and do 
whatever I can in SCCA. If someone 
wants to let me drive their Spec Miata 
or E Production car or whatever car 

a tale of  
two series  
(aBoVE) Kenton 
Koch (12) won 
the MX-5 Cup 
Championship 
handily in 2014, but 
was just as dominant 
the season prior in 
the MX-5-based Skip 
Barber Mazdaspeed 
Challenge, which 
runs alongside MX-5 
Cup. (rIGHT) as 
Koch joins the IMSa 
prototype Lites ranks 
in 2015, he’s anxious 
to start cracking 
open the bubbly 
for more post-race 
celebrations.
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While this story implies the 2014 
SCCA Pro Racing Mazda MX-5 
Cup was the Kenton Koch show, 
and the numbers agree, there was 
still plenty of competition. Over the 
12-race weekend season, Kenton 
logged six wins and compiled 
such a points lead that he merely 
needed to start the final race 
weekend at Petit Le Mans to lock in 
the overall title – a title he won 
handily by 112 points. Kenton’s 
speed also showed in the poles 
earned: only one other driver 
managed to sit on the pole, John 
Dean II, and he only managed the 
feat three times to Kenton’s nine.

dRIVERS’ CHaMpIONSHIp

1 Kenton Koch 724 pts
2 John Dean II 612
3 Sebastian Landy 601
4 Lucas Catania 527
5 Joey Bickers 511

dRIVER WINS
Kenton Koch 6
John dean II 2
Sebastian Landy 2
dean Copeland 2

pOLE pOSITIONS

Kenton Koch 9
John dean II 3

6

2

2

2

9

3

Mazda MX-5 Cup  
BY THE NuMBERS

they have in the Runoffs, I’m more 
than willing to drive it. I’ve never done 
the Runoffs before, so driving anything 
there would be cool.”

Thanks all around
If there’s one thing to learn about 
racing, it’s that no one races alone. 
Kenton knows this and is effusive with 
his gratitude to those who have 
supported him in his journey. 

“I have to thank my parents – that’s 
the big thing there,” he says. “Coming 
from a family that doesn’t have a whole 
lot of money, I’ve learned to appreciate 
it a whole lot more because I’ve had to 
earn my way to where I am now. It’s a 
little emotional for me, honestly, 
because I never thought I’d be here.”  
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FEATURE Factory racer

The Mazda Miata is a boundless car, crossing all demographics 
and ages of automotive enthusiast. In competition, the roadster 

has seen success in Solo, RallyCross, Club Racing, and innumerable 
professional racing. Mazda is bold enough to make the claim that 
“On any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road 
racetracks of America than any other brand of vehicle,” and the 
MX-5 plays a huge role in that statement being true.

GlobAl AssAUlT
Mazda introduces the fourth generation MX-5, 
and takes the proven formula global

Words SportsCar staff  Images Mike Ditz
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The Mazda Miata was launched in late 
1989, and it didn’t take long for racers 
to take notice of the nimble roadster. 
Dan Edmunds was a test driver and 
SCCA volunteer worker, got his hands 
on a brand-new 1990 Miata, and built 
the first log-booked SCCA Club Racing 
car. Rules at the time did not allow for 
the new car to be raced, so Edmunds 
kept his Miata under wraps until the 
1991 race season. When Edmunds 
debuted the car at a Cal Club Region 
race at Willow Springs in February of 
1991 it was an instant hit, winning the 
National race and smashing the 
Showroom Stock class track record.

Other drivers followed suit and the 
Miata quickly became a fixture at Club 
races around the country. In 1992, 
racing legend Randy Pobst scored the 
first SCCA National Championship 
Runoffs victory for the Miata; since then, 
many more have followed.

in control 
Mazda will utilize 

a single supplier for 
the global MX-5 

Cup cars, helping 
ensure balance in 

the cars competing 
in the series.

By the late 1990s, Spec Miata 
was starting to build a head of steam 
thanks to the efforts of David delGenio, 
Shannon McMasters, and Jim Daniels. 
In the early 2000s the class had a 
recognized National rule set and, in 
2006, crowned Andrew Caddell as its 
first Spec Miata National Champion. 
The rest, as they say, is history; year 
in and year out Spec Miata is one 
of the top performing classes in 
SCCA Club Racing.

A short stint as the Mazdaspeed 
Miata Cup series from 2003-’05 paved 
the way for the Miata in SCCA Pro 
Racing. When the NC MX-5 was 
introduced in 2006 we saw the advent 
of the now-named Battery Tender 
Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by 
BFGoodrich Tires, a series that has been 
the launching point for many 
professional racing careers. 

“Since the first Mazda MX-5 Miata 
took the green flag back in 1990, the 
car has been the ideal platform for both 

veterans and rookies alike,” says John 
Doonan, Director of Motorsports for 
Mazda North American operations. 
“Because the MX-5 is inherently such a 
good car to drive, it is an ideal platform 
to learn basic and advanced race craft, 
and this has made the professional MX-5 
Cup series very successful to date.”

As Mazda continues to look forward, 
the company will be sharing the success 
that MX-5 Cup has enjoyed in the United 
States with Europe and Asia, as the 
fourth generation MX-5 rolls out and the 
Global Mazda MX-5 Cup series is born. 

“We’re excited to take the elements 
of success of the existing Mazda MX-5 
Cup series, and introduce them to a new 
global audience,” says Masahiro Moro, 
Managing Executive Officer in charge of 
Global Sales, Marketing, and Customer 
Service for Mazda Motor Corporation. 
“It has long been our goal to see Mazda 
fans around the world competing in 
identical MX-5s, and the launch of the 
2016 MX-5 Miata is the perfect time to 
make this goal a reality.”
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It has long been our goal 
to see Mazda fans around 
the world competing in 
identical MX-5s”
Masahiro Moro

While much is still a mystery about 
the 2016 MX-5, Mazda gave the world a 
glimpse of what the new racecar might 
look like, and shared a number of details 
about the car and series at the 2014 
Specialty Equipment Market Association 
(SEMA) Show in Las Vegas, Nev., in 
November. As the cars roll off the grid 
for the first race they will be sharing 
Mazda’s 2.0L SKYACTIV-G engine and, 
in a big departure from past MX-5-based 
racing programs, all the cars will be built 
by a single supplier.
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The change to a single supplier 
further tightens the rules and helps 
minimize potential variances between 
cars, making it a true drivers’ series. 
“It’s going to make the driving portion 
and finite setup options even more 
important,” says Tom Long, driver of 
the No. 70 Mazda SKYACTIV 
Prototype. “I think it’s very positive 
and confident on Mazda’s part that 
they have such a good platform that 
they’re happy to test this car in public 
during MX-5 Cup weekends. As a racer, 
it gives me goose bumps thinking 
about how exciting the new generation 
MX-5 will be to drive.”

Additionally, a single supplier could 
potentially aid the privateer entry that 
may not have the engineering 
resources or team to help support 
setting up a racecar from scratch, 

making for a more competitive field 
overall. “I think it’s very exciting news 
and I think it raises the profile of the 
entire series by making it global,” says 
Charles Paquin, a part-time MX-5 Cup 
entrant. “I think introducing the global 
competition side of things puts it on 
par with the Porsche series, where it’s 
entry-level, yet still global.”

The culmination of the inaugural 
Global MX-5 Cup season will see the 
top drivers from each series facing off 
at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca for 
Mazda’s winner-take-all Global 
Shootout. Keeping with its strong 
tradition of helping skilled drivers 
move up the motorsports ladder, 
among other prizes, Mazda will put 
the winner of the shootout in a 
one-day test in Mazda’s SKYACTIV 
Prototype racecar.

Reigning MX-5 Cup Champion 
Kenton Koch is a prime example of 
Mazda’s ladder and support system, 
having moved from the Skip Barber 
series into MX-5 Cup, and now he 
moves to the next level of sports car 
racing with an IMSA Prototype Lites 
ride for 2015. “MX-5 Cup was attractive 
from the beginning, so to have this set 
in place is even better,” says Koch. “It 
makes sports car racing more 
attractive; people will want to come to 
the sports car ladder system instead of 
going to the open-wheel side. I’d like to 
see MX-5 Cup be as competitive as 
USF2000 or Pro Mazda in that regard.”

It’s clear that big things are coming 
from Mazda in the very near future, 
and much like past MX-5 variants, 
racers will be lining up for a seat in the 
fourth gen very soon.   

the evolution  
The Miata has 
evolved and been 
refined both on and 
off the track since 
it hit the market in 
1990. From the first 
Showroom Stock 
racecar built by Dan 
Edmunds (BELOW) 
to the latest, fourth 
generation variant 
(ABOVE). 

The car has been the ideal 
platform for both veterans 
and rookies alike”
John Doonan
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My personal National 
Championship Runoffs 

turned out to be the Runoffs from 
hell. It started with overheating 
problems on the first two practice 
sessions and the first qualifying 
session. I also had a big off, 
missing Jim Drago’s Spec Miata 
by inches in the gravel at Turn 6. 
Jim, stuck in the gravel, caused 
the second of four black flag 
sessions for our group. By the 
time I had fixed the overheating, 
I was left to a single 10-lap 
qualification session on Thursday. 
Since I spent so much time on the 
overheating, I missed the fact that 

The Spec Miata SolUTioN 

RACiNG ROOM

Words Jim Wheeler, 
Chairman, Club Racing Board  
IMAGE Jay Bonvouloir

Compliance checks 
will not be limited to 
the top five, but 
should include mid-
pack racers as well”

my brake ducts had been torn 
when I went into the gravel. So, 
massive brake failure on lap 6 of 
the race put me in the gravel 
backwards at Turn 11. I went in so 
fast and so deep that they didn’t 
even have to put up a yellow flag. 
Despite my luck, I hope that we go 
back to Mazda Raceway Laguna 
Seca for a future Runoffs – that 
place owes me one.

On the first day of practice, 
Peter Keane and I were called 
into a first court to give our (in 
other words, the CRB’s) opinion 
on the Spec Miata plunge cut 
rule. We did not know who was 
involved, or whether there had 
been a protest. This was just the 
start of an issue that has taken a 
huge amount of time to resolve. 

I won’t go into the final results 
of the SM race, but the problem 
caused an unusual, if not 
unprecedented, meeting in 
Topeka, Kan., some weeks later. 

There was an initial conference 
call with John Doonan, Steve 
Sanders and Mike Allen (all from 
Mazda Motorsports 

Club Racing

Development), John Mueller 
(NASA), Tony Ave (SCCA Club 
Racing Board), and Robert Clarke 
(SCCA Pro Racing and SCCA 
Inc.), as well as SCCA President 
and CEO Lisa Noble. After the 
call, Lisa assembled the group at 
SCCA’s headquarters in Topeka. 
Also attending this meeting was 
SCCA’s Eric Prill and John Bauer, 
me (SCCA CRB Chairman), Steve 
Knapp (Elite Engines), and Jim 
Stewart (Stewart Engines).

The group viewed all of the 
Runoffs heads and compared 
them to stock Miata heads. It was 
very evident that the tech crew 
at the Runoffs got it right and 
that the heads did not comply 
with the current Spec Miata 
rules. In varying degrees, the 
heads had been ported under the 
short radius of the plunge cut. 
Some of the plunge cuts were 
oval rather than round, and some 
had been cut off center to open 
up the port.

The plunge cut was initially 
designed to help equalize Spec 
Miata heads. Unfortunately, in 

the opinion of the group, it had 
turned SM into an engine 
builder’s class. The plunge cut is 
not allowed in the more liberal 
Production and Super Touring 
classes, and will no longer be 
allowed in Spec Miata.

Rather than just force 
everyone to dump their plunge 
cut heads, the group has 
requested that weight be added 
to cars with the plunge cut. 
They have also asked that 
additional weight be applied to 
the non-compliant heads, 
where the short radius under 
the valve seat had been 
manipulated by removing 
material from the head. This is 
strictly forbidden by the current 
rule and was the cause for the 
action taken at the Runoffs. At 
this writing, the weight penalty 
is still to be determined, but 
many of the top racers in the 
class have already pledged to 
show up at Sebring and 
Homestead with heads 
compliant with the new rules.

Both SCCA and NASA will 

implement the new rules. The 
2015 SCCA National 
Championship Runoffs at 
Daytona will require that the 
heads be compliant with the new 
stock head rules. NASA’s 2015 
National Championship races 
may still allow the older heads to 
compete with the appropriate 
weight penalty. 

The inclusion of NASA in this 
group was critical to 
maintaining the SM class across 
both sanctioning bodies. Also 
note that the Spec Miata 
Advisory Committee will be 
reconfigured. Expect at least 
one of the members to be from 
Mazda Motorsports and one to 
be from NASA. 

Part of the future for Spec 
Miata will be a flying tech squad 
of SM experts who will visit both 
U.S. Majors Tours and Divisional 
events to check for compliance. 
The compliance checks will not 
be limited to the top five, but 
should include mid-pack racers 
as well. You may also find a dyno 
at the next event.   
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VeriStor congratulates its driver, Devin Jones, on a         
successful first season in the Mazda MX-5 Cup Series. 

Next Generation Datacenter Solutions 
 

www.veristor.com  

PERFORMANCE 

Driving Your Datacenter  
to New Levels of  

race2000.com
info@race2000.com

NEW

in 
20

14
!

Mechanics Programs Include Racing!

Racing Schools • Race Days • Mechanics Program

30 years injury free!

ALL-NEW Longer Track!

2014 Staff & MTPs

SC0115AdBank-057.indd   57 11/13/14   8:57 PM

http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=57&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Frace2000.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=57&exitLink=mailto%3Ainfo%40race2000.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=57&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.veristor.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=57&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sampsonracing.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2015/TrackLink.action?pageName=57&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Frace2000.com


58  JANUARY 2015  scca.com

Club InsIder

2014 was a banner year for the entire SCCA Solo program. Regional 
participation was up about five percent for the year, reaching 

some 74,000 entries. The Tire Rack Solo National Championships was 
up about 10 percent, and just one entry short of the all-time record. 
That is particularly surprising given that it wasn’t a milestone year; 
milestone years are usually the record setters. The Tire Rack Solo 
Championship Tour series was up nearly 14 percent. The Tire Rack 
Match Tours, still in their formative years, were up 10 percent despite 
having a few events canceled. And, the Tire Rack ProSolo National 
Series had a record year in 2013, but still managed to exceed that by 
nearly nine percent this year 
(some of that can be attributed to 
the remarkable number of 283 
entries at the Finale). Apparently 
we are doing some things right.

Despite dire predictions, the 
migration to street tire classes did 
not result in cars spontaneously 
bursting into flames or spinning off into the horizon at the Solo Nationals. 
Whether the mass flocking to the Street classes (rather than running 
Street R for one last hurrah) was due to enthusiasm or simply bowing to 
the inevitable, competitors sure did seem to leave their R compounds 
at home. Some of the last holdouts will be moving to the last bastion of 
R compounds on limited preparation cars, so SSR should see a bump in 
entries for the 2015 season. 

CAM was pretty quiet during the year, but some promotion meant 
they were well represented at the Solo National Championships. Efforts 
are under way to help this category continue to grow within the SCCA 
(they are huge in certain other clubs). In any case, overwhelmingly 

Solo’s bANNeR 2014 seAsoN

LeAVING THE lINE

National solo

Words Paul brown  |  Main iMaGE Perry bennett

The focus for 
this program is 
engaging local 
Regional drivers”
Howard duNcaN

positive feedback and the 
resulting word of mouth 
advertising from the ProSolo 
Finale should lead to stronger 
participation at future events.

Schedules for all the series are 
a bit skeletal at the time of this 
writing, but should be released by 
the time this is published. Event 
officials and committees are busy 
finalizing plans for 2015.

The Match Tour program will 
see further development into 
2015. “The focus for this 
program is engaging local 
Regional drivers and introducing 
them to National Solo with a fun 
event,” says SCCA Vice President 
of Rally/Solo and Special 
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Programs Howard Duncan. “[It is] 
not to the exclusion of National 
level competitors, but rules, 
procedures, [and] concept are 
geared to bringing more folks to 
the National party.” Also, event 
procedures will be further 
simplified and clarified to be 
easier to understand and 
administer and to improve the 
value for participants. 

Class changes are all but 
inevitable in ProSolo even when a 
category isn’t eliminated. Since 
we have that situation this year, 
things will definitely look different 
in 2015. Expect to see fewer index 
classes, and a “sink or swim” 
approach that will no doubt lead 
to more Bump class competition 
than we had last year.

As always, constructive 
criticism and useful ideas are 
always welcome. The Solo Events 
Board controls the rules for 
the Solo Championship Tour 
series, while Duncan manages 
ProSolo. Tracy Lewis and SCCA 
Rally/Solo Program Manager 
Brian Harmer will oversee 
the Match Tour series.    

road rEady  
The street category saw good numbers in 
2014 and should only continue to grow.
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For the full competition  
details and how to enter 
visit www.motec.com

MADE IN USA

Fuel Safe has been delivering fuel cell innovations for 
over 30 years! We ARE racers! We feature the shortest 
lead times in the industry and our ISO 9001:2008 
certification ensures the highest levels of quality.

• Specialty cells for Porsche, 
Mustang, Corvette, Viper & more!

• Racings’ fi rst & only FIA certifi ed 
dual fuel safety cells

• Flexible, lightweight and 
extremely durable!

• Auto racing, marine, 
aerospace and defense

Shop online www.fuelsafe.com  |  800-433-6524

PROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLS

GO FAST. BE SAFE.

PROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLSPROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLSPROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLSPROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLS
over 30 years! We ARE racers! We feature the shortest 

PROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLSPROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLSPROFESSIONAL FUEL CELLS

GO FAST. BE SAFE.
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Sydney daviS,  
RAce AdmiNistRAtioN 
WoRkeR of the YeAR 

fRoNt Line

i get around during 
the event and ask all 
the chiefs how things 
are going”
Sydney daviS

Words James kearney  |  IMAGE Jerry steubing

Sydney Davis was born into the SCCA, and she’s more than OK with 
that. She was six weeks old when she went to the Texas World 

Speedway. She has fond memories as a youngster watching her dad 
and uncle race. “I remember playing with my cousins a couple times a 
month at various tracks.” To her, a racetrack always meant a good 
time – and it still does.

“I’m sure that I worked the grid before I was supposed to,” she 
chuckles. She knew all the drivers from hanging out with her dad and 
uncle. “I’d tell the grid workers who was in which car and they’d have 
me direct them to their grid spot.” She was interested, capable and 
present. It was only a matter of time before Houston Region asked her 
to do more. Someone vaguely asked her to “help with some of the 
pre-event paperwork.” Soon she was running the show when it came 
to race administration.

She says 90 percent of the job is complete prior to the event 
beginning. “A good race weekend is one where my name is not 
announced 27 times over the P.A. system.” As with many of the 
specialties, she says race administration values problem solvers, those 
who can think outside the box and come up with creative solutions. 

job with MSR Houston, a 
motorsports facility that includes 
a road course and conducts 
competition driver schools. 
Sydney is Director of Events 
and Schools. 

Her interest in racing is not 
abstract. When things go well she 
can focus on racing her  
E Production Mazda Miata 
racecar. She does two “hotel 
races” each season, usually 
Sebring and the National 
Championship Runoffs, and the 
rest of her races are close to 
home. She has raced the Runoffs 
four times, including 2010 when 
she took a fine 13th out of 29 
entrants at Road America, 
fighting her way up from her 21st 
starting position. Alas, 2014 did 
not see her on the grid at Laguna 
Seca, but she worked the event. 

She was standing at the back 
of the Thursday night Runoffs 
worker party at Mazda Raceway 
waiting for her ride when she 
heard her name called to receive 
the BFGoodrich Tires Worker of 
the Year Award. “I had to wind 
my way through everyone to get 
to the stage,” she says. “I kept 
thinking, ‘don’t fall, don’t fall.’” 
Her ride appeared shortly 
thereafter and off they went. She 
discovered later that evening via 
Facebook that she had won the 
drawing for the all-expense-paid 
trip to the Sebring 12 Hours. 
“I thought, oops, I should have 
stayed a bit longer.”  
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introducing...

sccA’s stellar Volunteers

there are events, and then there 
are events. the 2013 houston 
Grand Prix was almost 
canceled as heavy rains during 
the days prior to the event, and 
the need to construct the street 
course between two Nfl 
texans weekends made for a 
proverbial logistical nightmare. 
Runoff waters caused part of 
the course to subside in a major 
way. friday morning was 
canceled as all involved 
scrambled to rescue the race. 
sydney davis was in the hot 
seat as Race chairman with 
eight people under her. 

“the track had to be built in 
a 96-hour window, which was 

i Survived the houSton Grand Prix

“I get around during the event 
and ask all the chiefs how things 
are going. What’s working and 
what’s not?”

When participants indicated 
a desire for more on-track 
sessions they implemented 
more frequent, but shorter, 
sessions – and it went over well. 

A big part to of her 
preparation is to submit a 
budget. “I look to keep the entry 
fees as reasonable as possible,” 
she says. “We want to bring 
racers back to the track.” But, at 
the same time, she has to allow 
a small profit so the Region and 
the Club can continue to 
function. Her biggest fear is 
leaving something out of a 
proposed budget.

When she graduated from 
college with a journalism degree, 
she hoped to hook up with a 
Champ Car team. She landed a 

crazy to start with,” she says. 
“then the water issues 
impacted the concrete and 
created a ramp that caused the 
indycars to leave the ground.” 

to keep morale up, sydney 
pulled in all the course workers 
and they had an early lunch. 
scheduling went into an on-the-
fly mode as the organizers 
constructed a chicane to slow 
the cars at the problem area. 
she survived with accolades 
from indycar and the event 
promoter. but you can hear it in 
her voice as she describes it – it 
was a learning experience akin 
to being tossed in the pool.  
she swam.
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sa 2010 carbon fiber
cfg helmet

20% LIGHTER
than our current helmet

Starting at $349.99 from most racing dealers

#3028

all new

Sizes range from small - xxl www.gforce.com
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WHAT IF YOUR DAILY DRIVER IS ALSO YOUR WEEKEND RACER? 
#nomorewhatifs
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Extra effort beforehand will help ensure you get the most out 
of your drivers’ school  |  Words  Jason Isley  Main iMage D.E. Baer

A drivers’ school can be a large 
investment of both time and 

money. Whether you’re getting started 
in road racing and are looking to earn 
your competition license, or you’re a 
seasoned racer looking to shave a few 
tenths from your lap time, picking the 
right class is essential to the outcome. 
Making the right choices before 
signing up can accomplish your goals, 
and keep costs to a minimum
 “Make sure you take the class that 
is going get you what you want,” says 
SCCA Pro Racing Pirelli World 
Challenger racer and Bob Bondurant 
School of High Performance Driving 
instructor Andy Lee. “There are a lot 
of schools out there that offer a ton of 
classes. If you want to go racing, and 
want to get your [competition] license, 
you will want to take a class that will 
help you obtain that license, and only 

eyes forward  
Before signing up 
for any drivers 
school, andy Lee 
(rigHT) advises 
that you should 
have your personal 
goals well sorted in 
order to maximize 
the return on your 
school investment. 

certain classes do that. If you’re 
coming into a [drivers’] school and you 
are a person with racing experience, 
you’ll want to take an advanced road 
racing class. The advanced class is 
tailored to the student. There is really 
no set curriculum; if you have 
weaknesses you are aware of, or there 
are just some things you really want to 
focus on, that is what we do.”
 When you have picked a class that 
suits your needs, doing some 
self-education before you get there is 
key, as the track and classroom time 
will be at a premium and will zip by 
before you know it.
 “You only get so much time on 
every exercise, and not everybody 
gets it right away,” says Lee. “Learn 
some of the techniques ahead of time: 
looking into how to heel-toe downshift, 
looking into what is trail braking, doing 

a little reading on your own about line, 
technique, and other things.”
 The number one problem instructors 
see with students when it comes to 
performance driving? “Probably the 
biggest problem people have – that 
they just don’t realize – is poor vision 
techniques,” he explains. “As simple as 
it is, it’s one of the hardest things to 
teach. It’s one of the worst bad habits 
that most drivers have.” 
 Spending some time with an 
instructor like Lee may be the key to 
seeing an improvement in lap times.   
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Audi sportscAr 
experience
Sonoma Raceway, Calif.
audisportscarexperience.com
(800) 466-5792
The only place in North America 
where you can enhance your 
driving skills while discovering  
Audi performance models like 
the R8 and RS5, the Audi 
sportscar experience invites 
drivers of all abilities to 
sun-kissed Sonoma Raceway in 
the heart of California’s Wine 
Country. Call us to arrange your 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

2

1

Bridgestone rAcing 
AcAdemy
Canadian Tire Motorsport 
Park Driver Development 
Track, Ont. 
Race2000.com
(905) 983-1114
•  29-year injury-free safety 

record
•  Modern 170hp Van Diemen 

Formula cars
•  Pi digital dash with shift lights
•  5-speed Elite sequential 

gearbox
•  BRAND NEW more exciting 

track – almost twice as long!
•  Multiple track configurations
•  Track has wide runoffs and 

few guardrails
•  “Double Racedays” offer very 

high value
•  Mechanic/Racing courses
•  Corporate events – safe, 

exciting and budget friendly

porsche sport 
driving school
Barber Motorsports Park, Al
.porschedriving.com
1-800-PORSCHE
Students will be exposed to the 
most highly refined racing 
methods and techniques 
available.  We offer introductory 
courses up through the most 
advanced driving curriculums. 
Learn skills from past and current 
champions.  All our instructors 
are top professional drivers.
 The exciting and challenging 
2.38 mile Barber Motorsports 
Park road course offers 16 
turns and over 80 feet of 
elevation changes.
 As the only Official Porsche 
driving school in North America, 
PSDS offers the opportunity to 
experience all currently 
available models. 

pro drive rAcing 
school
Portland International 
Raceway, Ore.
prodrive.net
(503) 285-4449
Are you an aspiring racer or 
simply someone who wants to 
experience the thrill of driving a 
racecar? The Pro Drive Racing 
School is the destination for 
you! Come blast around  
Portland International Raceway 
in our Spec Racer Fords and 
earn your SCCA Racing License. 
Then go racing with the Pro 
Drive Racing Team at race 
tracks all over the United States. 
Pro Drive won 17  Spec Racer 
Ford races in 2014. 
 Are  you the next member of 
the team?

BoB BondurAnt 
school of high 
performAnce driving
Bondurant Road Course, Ariz.
bondurant.com
(800) 842-7223
Join Bob Bondurant, Mike 
McGovern, Andy Lee and Alan 
Rudolph along with the entire 
Bondurant team at the most 
respected, world famous Bob 
Bondurant School of High 
Performance Driving. The 
“Bondurant Method” is 
unsurpassed, with 80% seat 
time, 3 to 1 instructor ratio and 
right seat instruction that has 
enabled Bondurant graduates to 
dominate race circuits around the 
world. Proud to be The Official 
High Performance Driving School 
of Chevrolet, Bondurant has been 
the world¹s leader in driver 
training for over 46 years.

3 54
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Simraceway 
Performance  
Driving center
Sonoma Raceway, Calif.
simraceway.com/pdc
(800) 733-0345
Operating from the world-
famous Sonoma Raceway, 
the Simraceway Performance 
Driving Center boasts the 
industry’s finest instructors 
and most advanced fleet. Our 
year-round programs and 
experiences offer something 
for everyone, from motoring 
enthusiasts to career-
minded racers. So whether 
you’re seeking life-changing 
experience or the experience 
of a lifetime, call us today.

Siegel racing Driver 
eDucation clinic
Talladega Grand Prix  
Raceway, AL.
siegelracing.com 
(404) 388-8751
For over 10 years Siegel Racing 
Driver Education Clinics have 
been teaching drivers to be Safe, 
Smooth, and Fast. Conducted at 
various southeastern racetracks, 
class options range from basics 
for students with zero track 
experience to initial wheel-to-
wheel training to data-acquisition 
analysis for advanced drivers. 
We provide pre-event lessons, 
classroom instruction and 
materials including the Racetrack 
Basics book, lead-follow lapping, 
ride-alongs with instructors, 
in-car instruction, and where 
available, skid pad time. Gift 
certificates available.

6 7

turning DreamS into reality

With an SCCA competition license in hand, 
world-class circuits (like Circuit of the 
Americas, above) become your 
playground. While all too many enthusiasts 
spend their time dreaming of racing wheel 
to wheel, SCCA members can turn those 
distant dreams into breathtaking reality.  
 SCCA-approved, multi-day Drivers 
Schools take students from zero to hero, 
teaching not only high performance 
driving, but also tips and tricks to 
maximizing your track time. A number of 
schools also teach advanced driving and 
racing techniques, from threshold braking 
to trail braking to making the most of the 
situation when the green flag drops.  
 But the first step is contacting one of the 
SCCA-approved competition Drivers 
Schools to the left. Then it’s time to go fast...
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Dave Diggle
Email: dave@davediggle.com 
Telephone: +612 8005 0355
Web Address: smartmind.com.au 
Facebook: facebook.com/SmartMindinstitute 
Twitter: @davediggle 
Youtube: youtube.com/user/digsdownunder/ 
Podcast: braininthegame.com.au

Dave Scott
Email: dave@racecoach.net
Telephone: (512) 589-3187

Web Address: racecoach.net
Facebook: facebook.com/dave.scott.90475

guy coSmo
Email: guy@guycosmo.com 
Web Address: GuyCosmo.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/guycosmoracing 
Twitter: @guycosmo

Jim Kearney
Email: jim@kearneykdd.com 
Telephone: (717) 725-3285
Web Address: kearneykdd.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/kearneydriverdevelopment

Kenton Koch
Email: kenton@kentonkochracing.com

Telephone: (626) 622-5858
Web Address: KentonKochRacing.com

Facebook: facebook.com/KentonKochRacing
Twitter: @kochracing

Instagram: kentonkoch

marc miller
Email: marcmiller001@gmail.com

Telephone: (616) 836-2180
Web Address: themarcmillershow.com

Facebook: facebook.com/MarcMiller001 
Twitter: @marcmillershow
Instagram: marcmiller001

roSS Bentley
Email: ross@speedsecrets.com 
Telephone: (425) 283-7482
Web Address: speedsecrets.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/Drivercoach 
Twitter: @speedsecrets 
YouTube: youtube.com/speedsecrets1 
Google +: https://plus.google.com/+Speedsecrets1

toDD harriS
Email: tharris@prodrive.net 
Telephone:  (503) 475.4972
Web Address: prodrive.net

thomaS merrill
Email: thomas@thomasmerrillmotorsports.com

Web Address: thomasmerrillms.com
Facebook: facebook.com/thomasmerrillms

Twitter:  @TMMotorsports

toDD lamB
Email: pr@toddlamb.com

Telephone: (248) 797-0309
Web Address: toddlamb.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/atlspeedwerks 
Twitter: @toddspeed

Driver coaching offers a custom tailored curriculum that focuses on 
the specific areas and skills each individual needs to work on to get to 
the front. Looking at the wide range of coaches available, its very 
possible to find someone that races in a series, or car similar to 
yours, and who will travel to your home track to help maximize 
your coaching experience.  
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$114.99 

$69.99 

01 ACCEssORiEs | GRAphiCs 01 ACCEssORiEs | GRAphiCs 01 ACCEssORiEs | GRAphiCs 01 ACCEssORiEs | GRAphiCs Business Classifieds
	 	 9”	 4.5”	 2.125”

1 x $622 $314 $149

3 x $555 $275 $132

6 x $490 $242 $116

12 x $418 $203 $99

MiniMuM	billing:	$99

nEXT	AVAilAblE: 	FEb	2015
Reserve	space	by: November 26

Materials	due: December 5

Mails: December 19

TO	PlACE	businEss	ClAssiFiEd:
Call (949) 417-6722, or email 

Sophia.Lopez@racer.com

BusinEss CLAssiFiEd CATEGORiEs
01 aCCessories | GraphiCs 

02 faBriCators | hardware 

03 enGines | drivetrain 

04 serviCes | raCeCar ConstruCtors 

05 safety equipment 

06 eleCtroniCs 

07 tires | wheels | Brakes | suspensions 

08 fuels | oils | luBriCants 

09 tools | shop equipment | Canopies 

10 drivinG sChools, aids | kartinG 

11 artwork | ColleCtiBles | apparel 

12 real estate | Business 

13 wanted 

14 misCellaneous 

PeRsOnal Classifieds

50 words 1 x $39 +photo $64

50 words 2 x $54 +photo $100

50 words 3 x $73 +photo $134

50 words 4 x $86 +photo $164

MiniMuM	billing:	$39 

MAXiMuM	WORds:	50.

nEXT	AVAilAblE: 	FEb	2015
Reserve	space	by: November 26

Materials	due: December 5

Mails: December 19

TO	PlACE	PERsOnAl	ClAssiFiEd:
Call (949) 417-6722, or email 

Classifieds@racer.com

pERsOnAL CLAssiFiEd CATEGORiEs
20 pro raCinG  
21 other pro series 
22 open wheel | sports raCers  
23  produCtion Based | Gt 
24 solo  
25 rallyCross  
26 tow vehiCles | trailers 
27 street Cars  
28 serviCes

Find all your  
Fastrack news on 

scca.com/fastrack

Pegasus Auto Racing Supplies
2475 South 179th Street

New Berlin, WI 53146

1-800-688-6946 order line
1-262-317-1201 fax line

1-262-317-1200 tech line

PegasusAutoRacing.com
Æther Advanced Site Search™

Real-time stock status
Technical information & articles

Serving racers since 1980

Your IN-STOCK source for
OMP Safety Equipment
(and thousands of other items) 

Champions  in WTCC, Le Mans, 
WRC, IndyCar, and Formula 1
choose OMP safety equipment. 
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02 FAbRiCATORs | HARdwARE 02 FAbRiCATORs | HARdwARE 02 FAbRiCATORs | HARdwARE 02 FAbRiCATORs | HARdwARE 02 FAbRiCATORs | HARdwARE 

03 EnginEs | dRivETRAin 

www.campbellmotorsport.com

             Made in the USA

  maximum cooling) ................................$175.00
Reynard SF .............................................$130.00
Reynard RF Conversions .........................$135.00
West/Stohr DSR
  Replacement “Floating” disks ...............$200.00

Van Diemen FC and FF
LD19 or LD20
  Replacement “Floating” disks ...............$155.00
Formula Atlantic
Ralt, Swift (directionally vented for
maximum cooling) ..................................$175.00

Lightened rotors available–inquire

www.campbellmotorsport.com

             Made in the USA

BRAKE ROTORS
        • Formula Ford
        • Club Ford
        • S2000/FC/DSR/FA

Swift, Van Diemen, Reynard, Ralt, 
Stohr, West, Carbir, Lola – 

Check with us for others

COAST FABRICATION 
We hold racing together. 

Huntington Beach, CA 
Ph: (714) 842-2603  

We’ve been the leading supplier 
of AN, MS, and NAS Aerospace 

Hardware and Fasteners to 
Professional Racing for 25 Years!

AeroCatch®
The perfect modern replacement for  

hood pins and body latches.

Ultra Lightweight  
Racing Mufflers

ITG Air Filters

Don’t know your NAS 
from a hole in the ground?

We do.

COASTFAB.com 

949.581.2181
www.hytechexhaust.com

12 Hammond Dr., Suite 203
Irvine, CA 92618

New Patented Collector Designs
Exhaust Development

and Manufacturing
All Types of Race Engines

Current to Vintage

(800) 365-COIL
www.hypercoils.com

P
re

ci
si

o
n

 S
u

sp
en

si
o

n
 C

o
il

s• Available for all
  Applications
• More Travel
• Less Weight
• Accurate 
  Rates

DYNO Tested

More Major Races & 
Championships are 
Won By Teams Using 
Hypercoils!

Roll 
Cage 
Kits 

Spec M
iata Kit

1990-2005
Coming Soon 2006

Carbon Fiber Intake
3” & 4.5”

Hard Top 
Mounts

1990-2005 

Adjustable
Drop Links

Specializing in 
parts & accessories... 

SM, MX5 and RX8

50 Years of Serving
SCCA Members!

 Aluminum
 Flywheels

PAECO Industries
2400 Mountain Drive

B’ham, AL 35226
(205) 823-7278

www.paeco.com

 Hi-Comp
 O.S. Pistons

 Weber
 Parts

 Copper
 Gasket

 Cams

 Headers

 Engines

 Heads

 Titanium
 Racing Parts

 Racing
 Clutches

 Stroker Kits

Cranks knife-edged
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03 EnginEs | dRivETRAin 

The SCCA Member Magazine

Business Classifieds
	 	 9”	 4.5”	 2.125”

1 x $622 $314 $149

3 x $555 $275 $132

6 x $490 $242 $116

12 x $418 $203 $99

MiniMuM	billing:	$99

nEXT	AVAilAblE: 	FEb	2015
Reserve	space	by: November 26

Materials	due: December 5

Mails: December 19

TO	PlACE	businEss	ClAssiFiEd:
Call (949) 417-6722, or email 

Sophia.Lopez@racer.com

businEss CLAssiFiEd CATEgORiEs
01 aCCessories | GraphiCs 

02 faBriCators | hardware 

03 enGines | drivetrain 

04 serviCes | raCeCar ConstruCtors 

05 safety equipment 

06 eleCtroniCs 

07 tires | wheels | Brakes | suspensions 

08 fuels | oils | luBriCants 

09 tools | shop equipment | Canopies 

10 drivinG sChools, aids | kartinG 

11 artwork | ColleCtiBles | apparel 

12 real estate | Business 

13 wanted 

14 misCellaneous 

PeRsOnal Classifieds

50 words 1 x $39 +photo $64

50 words 2 x $54 +photo $100

50 words 3 x $73 +photo $134

50 words 4 x $86 +photo $164

MiniMuM	billing:	$39 

MAXiMuM	WORds:	50

nEXT	AVAilAblE: 	FEb	2015
Reserve	space	by: November 26

Materials	due: December 5

Mails: December 19

TO	PlACE	PERsOnAl	ClAssiFiEd:
Call (949) 417-6722, or email 

Classifieds@racer.com

PERsOnAL CLAssiFiEd CATEgORiEs
20 pro raCinG  
21 other pro series 
22 open wheel | sports raCers  
23  produCtion Based | Gt 
24 solo  
25 rallyCross  
26 tow vehiCles | trailers 
27 street Cars  
28 serviCes

04 sERviCEs | RACECAR 
COnsTRuCTORs 

04 sERviCEs | RACECAR 
COnsTRuCTORs 

DowNLoaD 
Fastrack aND 

Stay up to Date

www.campbellmotorsport.com

             Made in the USA

  maximum cooling) ................................$175.00
Reynard SF .............................................$130.00
Reynard RF Conversions .........................$135.00
West/Stohr DSR
  Replacement “Floating” disks ...............$200.00

Van Diemen FC and FF
LD19 or LD20
  Replacement “Floating” disks ...............$155.00
Formula Atlantic
Ralt, Swift (directionally vented for
maximum cooling) ..................................$175.00

Lightened rotors available–inquire

www.campbellmotorsport.com

             Made in the USA

BRAKE ROTORS
        • Formula Ford
        • Club Ford
        • S2000/FC/DSR/FA

Swift, Van Diemen, Reynard, Ralt, 
Stohr, West, Carbir, Lola – 

Check with us for others

COAST FABRICATION 
We hold racing together. 

Huntington Beach, CA 
Ph: (714) 842-2603  

We’ve been the leading supplier 
of AN, MS, and NAS Aerospace 

Hardware and Fasteners to 
Professional Racing for 25 Years!

AeroCatch®
The perfect modern replacement for  

hood pins and body latches.

Ultra Lightweight  
Racing Mufflers

ITG Air Filters

Don’t know your NAS 
from a hole in the ground?

We do.

COASTFAB.com 

Performance Engines
When only 

the best 
is good 
enough!

Five different stages of tune 
for Street, Autocross, or 

Racing, in short block or long 
block configuration. Prices 

start at $1,740, exchange.

PAECO Industries
(205) 823-7278

www.paeco.com

Our Services
Road Racing Preparation
Fabrication & Welding

Transmission Repair
Data Installation & Repair
Ground Up Restoration
Spec Racer Ford Rentals

Part Sales

(706) 543-1797
Providing Quality Service to the Racing Industry since 1988

www.comprent.net   |   Athens,Georgia

Elite/Staffs Transmission 
Importer

SRF & FE/ESR Customer 
Service Representative

Replay XD 
Authorized Dealer

Swift 014/016

 COME  
 RACE  
 WITH US! 

WWW.KRUGSPEED.COM  
T e l :  5 6 1 . 7 0 6 . 3 9 6 7

 Lotus ExigE racE cars  
avaiLabLE for LEasE or saLE
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SCCA•ALMS•IMSA
GRAND AM•NASA

800-526-5330 atl@atlinc.com
www.atlfuelcells.com

STANDARD & CUSTOM
PERFORMANCE FUEL CELLS!

MADE IN

East Coast Dealer

Sales & Service for
Lifeline Fire Systems

(706) 543-1797
www.comprent.net

800-264-9472 
www.Designengineering.com

A V A I L A B L E  A T

Jegs.comSummitRacing.com

HIGH HEAT PROTECTION
FOR MORE POWER!

• Reflect heat away from intakes, 
firewalls, intercoolers and more

• Hi-Temp self-adhesive material

Reflect-A-GOLD™

• Reduce underhood temps
• Lower intake temps
• More power

Exhaust Wrap

Telephone: 
(205) 608-1156

Fax: 
(205) 608-1441

E-mail:  
info@KirkRacing.com

Bolt-in Roll Cages for  
SCCA and Club Racing 

Completely pre-fit 
Weld-in cages

Options such as  
NASCAR-style door bars,  

X-bracing and 
many others

Competition Roll Bars 
for Solo I, and 

time trials 
Headers for many  
makes and models
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07 TiREs | WhEELs | BRAkEs | 
suspEnsiOns 

sAVE  
ThE  
DATE…
Don’t miss out on 
connecting with 
40,000-plus SCCA 
members in these 
upcoming must-see 
issues of SportsCar…

 February 2015x 

featuring: 2014 Pro 
Racing Trans Am wrap 
up; ARRC 
Materials due: Dec 1

 March 2015x 

featuring: Safety Issue 
Materials due: Jan 5

 April 2015x 

featuring: Going Faster 
Materials due: Feb 2

 May 2015x 

featuring: SCCA’S Best 
Drivers 
Materials due: Mar 2

 June 2015x 

featuring: 2015 Pro 
Racing Preview 
Materials due: Apr 6

 July 2015x 

featuring: SCCA’S Best 
Cars 
Materials due: May 4

 August 2015x 

featuring: Insider 
Knowledge Issue 
Materials due: June 8

 September 2015x 

featuring: Who Will Win 
The Solo Nationals; 
Prepping for Solo 
Nationals; Rose Cup; 
June Sprints 
Materials due: July 6

Reserve your space in 
MARkETpLACE 
now!  (800)722-7140













 
 

veracitydata.com
805.238.1699

paso robles, california

   Nobody beats our selection. But 
we don’t stop there, we also deliver 
legendary support. Our website 
offers tutorial videos, installation 
pictures, and more. 
   Prefer personal communication?  
We are here for that too, so call us 
anytime (well, almost anytime).

Order Online 
Anytime.
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FORGELINE.COM

WE HAVE 
EARNED OUR 

PLACE ON THE 
FASTEST CARS
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Stay abreast of the 
latest competition 
adjustments and 
rules proposals 

for Solo, Club Racing, 
RallyCross, and 

RoadRally with the 
latest issue of

Fastrack News. 
Available online 
on or around the 20th 
of every month, and 

can be downloaded at 
scca.com/fastrack

08 FuELs | OiLs | LubRiCAnTs 

09 TOOLs | shOp EquipmEnT | 
CAnOpiEs 

07 TiREs | WhEELs | bRAkEs | 
suspEnsiOns 

07 TiREs | WhEELs | bRAkEs | 
suspEnsiOns 

07 TiREs | WhEELs | bRAkEs | 
suspEnsiOns 

07 TiREs | WhEELs | bRAkEs | 
suspEnsiOns 

USED GOODYEAR AND OTHER  
MAJOR BRAND RACING TIRES
ALL 10-, 13-, 14-, 15-, 16-, 17- and 18-inch sizes.  

Latest compounds, half to full rubber. 
Low prices, quick service. Phone any time.

(262) 740-0180
JBRacingtires@sbcglobal.net 

www.JBRacingtires.net

(949) 548-4470
Fax: (949) 548-7783

Outside Ca: (800) 537-6842
1767 Placentia Ave.

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
www.racebrakes.com

sales@porterfield-brakes.com

BRAKBRAKEE
PPADSADS

NASA/SCCANASA/SCCA
DiscountsDiscounts

Available atAvailable at
PorterfieldPorterfield EntEnt
www.racebrakes.com
949-548-4470949-548-4470

(800)(800) 537-6842537-6842

MOSTMOST
ORDERSORDERS SHIPSHIP

SAME DASAME DAYY..
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20 PRO RACing  

 
GTO >  Top ten in World-Challenge GT. 
Full IRS from the Australian V8 
Supercar Series. 7.0 LS2, Ohlins, 
Motec, Hewland, Full Carbon body, 
Carbon Tilton clutch, electric water 
pump, and power steering. Spares, 
extra engines, and body panel molds. 
Two cars available. Custom 
configurations from $100k. Contact: 
Joe at (631) 974-4386. [25112-01]

 
2014 DOuble ChampiOnship 
WinninG sTOCk Car >  SARRC and 
V8 Stock car GTA Championship 
winner. 362 cu. in. Ford crate motor, 
~500hp. Spares package includes: 
quick change gears, wheels, ARB’s, 
springs, clutch, and more. Can run 
SCCA: GTA, SPO, GT2, Asking $27,500; 
with new motor and gearbox 
$40,000. Contact: andrew at 
(205) 999-9751 or arains44@
gmail.com. [25117-01]

 
FOr sale F1600 >  Spectrum 
Formula F1600 Brand new, never 
used, the car is race ready, spare 
parts package included. Race ready, 
prep by HP-TECH for more 
info: hptechmotorsport@gmail.
com (786) 525 1524. [25102-01]

 
sWiFT 014(a) >  Chassis #009 
Engine #2116 (Hasselgren) EFI Data/
Ohlin Dampers. Very Low mile FA 
developed by Dorricott Racing. 
Contact: sjcollias@
tummycompany.com or call 
(310) 562-5110. [25083-10]

23  PROduCTiOn BAsEd | gT  

 
1996 FirebirD Gm >  Wheel to 
Wheel built. Speedvision / Motorola / 
Grand Am Cup. Currently SCCA ITE. 2 
owner car looking for new home. 
$12,500 or best offer. Contact: Jeff 
at (480) 297-0897 or racer96@
me.com. [25116-01]

 
“ruby” kenny brOWn’s 
persOnal GT4-rs musTanG > 
 Critically acclaimed by the media as 
a track day dominator. Low miles and 
only the best equipment! Google 
Kenny Brown GT4-RS. Cost over 
$130k to build. Fully tested, 
developed and track proven with 
collectable history. Available to the 
right owner for only $89,950. 
Contact: kenny at (317) 
396-2768 or kbrown@
kennybrown.com. [25119-02]

 >     

20 PRO RACing  23  PROduCTiOn BAsEd | gT  22 OPEn WhEEL | sPORTs RACERs 

 
mini COOper b-speC raCer > 
 2011 chassis, pro built, like new car 
with 6 race weekends. Best of 
everything, two sets of wheels, 
slicks, new rains, call for details. 
$19,994. Contact: Wes holliday, 
(304) 343-2277. [25090-12]

 
1991 1.6l mazDa mX-5 miaTa 
WiTh spares >  Former regional 
SCCA champion. Ready to 
run. Contact mike Origer at 
(847) 372-9911. $9,500 [25096-12]

 
1990 1.6l mazDa miaTa WiTh 
spares >  Former national champion 
Mazda Miata. Ready to race. SCCA 
Runoffs winning car. Contact mike 
Origer at (847) 372-9911. $19,500 
[25097-12]

 
1994 CamarO lT1 >  Extreme 
Fresh! 383 stroker, dash complete 
race ready, glass replaced with 
racing shields, VFN carbon hood and 
back deck, ARE 3 gal Dry Sump, 
Hooker headers, Rockland standard 
gear 6 speed trans, trans cooler, 
Currie DL rear end, rear end cooler, 
Spohn sway bars, G2 coilover kit, 
Penske shocks, Momo quick release 
steering, full cage, race seat w/ 
harness. Full race ready with fresh 
motor. O runs other than dyno on 
new motor, 27540R17, 31535R17. 
$21,500. Contact Dan at (312) 
339-3939. [25082-01]

PERSONAL CLASSifiEdS
50 words 1 x $39 +photo $64

50 words 2 x $54 +photo $100

50 words 3 x $73 +photo $134

50 words 4 x $86 +photo $164

MiniMuM billing: $39 
MAXiMuM WORDS: 50

nEXT AVAilAblE:  FEb 2015
Reserve space by: November 26
Materials due: December 5
Mails: December 19

TO PlACE PERSOnAl ClASSiFiED:
Call (949) 417-6722, or email 
Classifieds@racer.com

PERsOnAL CLAssiFiEd CATEgORiEs
20 Pro raCing  
21 other Pro series 
22 oPen Wheel | sPorts raCers  
23  ProduCtion Based | gt 
24 solo  
25 rallyCross  
26 toW VehiCles | trailers 
27 street Cars  
28 serViCes

 
COrveTTe >  Consistent top 5 car in 
World-Challenge GT. 6.0 LS2, Penske 
Shocks, 6-Speed Tranzilla, Carbon 
Tilton Clutch, Full Carbon Body. 
Spares and extra engines available. 
Contact: Joe at (631) 974-4386. 
[25113-01]

 
ChampiOnship WinninG lOTus 
eXiGes available >  FULL ARRIVE 
AND DRIVE. SCCA STU, T3 AND 
PIRELLI WORLD CHALLENGE TC. Cars 
available for lease and for sale. 2013 
National Champions and 2013 US 
Majors Tour winners. COME RACE 
WITH US! Contact alex@krugspeed.
com or (561) 706-3967. [25104-04]

22 OPEn WhEEL | sPORTs RACERs 

 
usF2000 >  2005 chassis. Only 13 
weekends on it plus winning history 
in the F2000 Championship Series. 
Converted last fall and did a 
complete ground up rebuild. Has not 
been on track since, making 
everything brand new. Zero expense 
spared when doing this rebuild and 
conversion. Spares available. Call: 
(631) 974-4379. [25114-01]

 
F2000 van Diemen zeTeC >  Only 
the best equipment, no money 
spared. Many poles and wins. 
Complete turn-key car. Take it 
straight to the track and race. Not 
lacking anything, if you are good 
enough, you will win. Everything you 
need to go F2000/FC racing is 
included in the sale. Spares available. 
Call: (631) 974-4379. [25115-01]
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 Advertiser index 
AEM	 9

ALARA	Racing	 45

APEX	Performance	 41

Bondurant	 64

Bridgestone	Racing	Academy	 57

CTEK	Power	 83

Fuel	Safe	 59

G-Force	 61

HMS	Motorsport	 25

HPD	 69

Intercomp	Racing	 33

K1	Race	Gear	 89

Longacre	Racing	Products	 19

Mazda	Motorsports	 92

MoTeC	 59

Motovicity	 35

MOTUL	 55

MSX	 79

Performance	Friction	 83

Primus	Racing	Parts	 89

Safe	Racer	 49

Sampson	Racing	 57

SCCA	 62-63, 84, 85

Stable	Energies	 87

Stack	Ltd.	 87

Steven	E.	Goldin	Insurance	 61

Sube	Sports	 13

Summit	Racing	Equipment	 15

Tire	Rack	 2-3

VeriStor	 57

Wilwood	Engineering	 91

(1______________ (2_____________ (3_____________ (4_____________ (5_ ____________

(6_ ____________ (7_ ____________ (8_____________ (9_____________ (10_____________

(11_ ____________ (12_____________ (13_ ___________ (14_ ___________ (15_____________

(16_____________ (17_____________ (18_ ___________ (19_ ___________ (20_____________

(21_____________ (22_ ___________ (23_ ___________ (24____________ (25)_ ___________

(26_ ___________ (27_ ___________ (28____________ CATEGORY	#	__________

  CLASSIFIED AD FORM  (maximum 50 words; extra words 70¢ each)

PAYMENT:	Full	payment	must	accompany	all	orders.	Checks	(payable	to	RACER	
Media	&	Marketing,	Inc.),	Visa,	MasterCard	or	American	Express	accepted.	All	
foreign	orders	must	be	paid	with	international	Money	Order	in	U.S.	funds	drawn	
on	U.S.	bank.	All	advertisements	are	subject	to	acceptance	by	publisher.	

MAIL TO:		RACER Media & Marketing	
17030	Red	Hill	Avenue,	Irvine,	CA	92614

23  PROduCTiOn BAsEd | GT  Business Classifieds
  9” 4.5” 2.125”

1	x	 $622	 $314	 $149

3	x	 $555	 $275	 $132

6	x	 $490	 $242	 $116

12	x	 $418	 $203	 $99

MINIMuM bILLINg: $99

NEXT AVAILAbLE:	 FEb 2015
Reserve space by:	November	26

Materials due:	December	5

Mails:	December	19

TO PLACE busINEss CLAssIFIEd:
Call	(949)	417-6722,	or	email	

Sophia.Lopez@racer.com

BusinEss CLAssiFiEd CATEGORiEs
01 aCCessories | GraPhiCs 

02 fabriCators | hardware 

03 enGines | drivetrain 

04 serviCes | raCeCar ConstruCtors 

05 safety equiPment 

06 eleCtroniCs 

07 tires | wheels | brakes | susPensions 

08 fuels | oils | lubriCants 

09 tools | shoP equiPment | CanoPies 

10 drivinG sChools, aids | kartinG 

11 artwork | ColleCtibles | aPParel 

12 real estate  | business

13 wanted 

14 misCellaneous 

PeRsOnal Classifieds

50	words	 1	x	 $39	 +photo	$64

50	words	 2	x	 $54	 +photo	$100

50	words	 3	x	 $73	 +photo	$134

50	words	 4	x	 $86	 +photo	$164

MINIMuM bILLINg: $39	

MAXIMuM WORds: 50

NEXT AVAILAbLE:	 FEb 2015
Reserve space by:	November	26

Materials due:	December	5

Mails:	December	19

TO PLACE PERsONAL CLAssIFIEd:
Call	(949)	417-6722,	or	email	

Classifieds@racer.com

PERsOnAL CLAssiFiEd CATEGORiEs
20 Pro raCinG  
21 other Pro series 
22 oPen wheel | sPorts raCers  
23  ProduCtion based | Gt 
24 solo  
25 rallyCross  
26 tow vehiCles | trailers 
27 street Cars  
28 serviCes

 

2014 Runoffs Podium finishing 

gT-3 nissan 240sX >  Square tube 

chassis, Lotus link, new Rebello KA24 

3-Valve motor, 32mm SIR Completely 

sorted to position you to win the 

2015 Runoffs. $58,500 w/2 motors, 

12 wheels, plus more. Spec sheet and 

photos available. Contact: Chuck 

mcKinney at (510) 812-1140 or 

chuck@amtmetals.com [25108-02]

 

CoRVETTE >  Built by Katech for the 

Asian supercar series at a cost of 

$224,000. Car raced in China, set 

pole, won first two races. Recently 

refreshed with Phoenix LS6 , Hutter 

heads, 465hp, 412lb- ft torque, dry 

sump,new Rockland Gear ZR1 trans 

and diff. Exedy clutch, Wilwood pedal 

box, Motons, Eibach, custom titanium 

exhaust, Braille, Racepak ultra dash, 

Forgeline wheels, much more, large 

spares package inc. Fresh w/ current 

log book GT-2  / T1. $85,000. Jim 

(856) 981-9030  jimbar22@

comcast.net [25093-01]

26 TOw VEhiCLEs | TRAiLERs  

 

1998 T-2000 KEnwoRTh 

moToRhomE >  2003 conversion and 

integrated 28’ Show Hauler 

Conversion with 7’ Slide-Out PLUS 

2005 Haulmark 32’ Stacker Trailer. 

Item Location: SOLON, OH. Price: 

$99,000. Contact: (862) 268-2550 

or awinfield@crownedeagle.com 

[25110-01]

28 sERViCEs  

 

CusTom gaRagEs >  Custom 

architectural design for garages, race 

structures, and distinctive 

outbuildings throughout New England. 

Contact dan ferguson at 

rackandruinracing.com. [25085-01]

29 EnGinEs | PARTs  

 

nasCaR foRd 358 Cu. moToR aT 

730 hP! >   Fresh w/ Dyno time only! 

Motor includes alternator, power 

steering pump, dry sump plumbing, 

magnesium bell housing, and 

complete Tilton triple disk clutch. (No 

Carb.) As delivered from Ernie 

Elliott’s shop. $19,500. Contact: 

mark furcini at (602) 390-5783. 

[25118-04]
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FOR DRIVERS. BY DRIVERS.
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD OF AMATEUR MOTORSPORTS

BUILD IT. DRIVE IT. WIN.
CHARLOTTE CONVENTION CENTER

CHARLOTTE, NC

REGISTER TODAY FOR 
EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNTS AT

WWW.MSXEXPO.COM

+ Road Racing + Solo/Autocross + PDX + Hill Climb + Time Trials + Rally  + RallyCross  + Karting

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

FEBRUARY 20–21, 2015“I am returning to MSX because I believe it is 
good for my racing career. It will be good for 
yours, too, and even better than last year. Be 
sure to make as many seminars as you can.” 

– RANDY POBST, PIRELLI WORLD 
CHALLENGE CHAMPION

HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
SCCA’S NATIONAL CONVENTION!

SC-ADS.indd   1 8/28/14   11:43 AM
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PRO  
RACING

 
World Challenge 
world-challenge.com 
Mar 6-8 Circuit of the Americas, Texas 
Mar 27-29 St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Apr 17-19 Long Beach, Calif.  
Apr 24-26 Barber Motorsports Park, Ala. 
May 15-17 Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, 
Canada 
May 29-31 Detroit Belle Isle, Mich.  
Jun 26-28 Road America, Wis. 
Jul 31-Aug 2 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, 
Ohio 
Aug 21-23 Miller Motorsports Park, Utah 
Aug 28-30 Sonoma Raceway, Calif. 
Sep 11-13 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Calif.

 
Trans-am series  gotransam.com 
Mar 1 Sebring International Raceway, Fla. 
Apr 12 Homestead-Miami Speedway, Fla. 
May 9 Road Atlanta, Ga. 
May 23 Lime Rock Park, Conn. 
Jun 14 New Jersey Motorsports Park, N.J. 
Jul 5 Brianerd International Raceway, Minn. 
Aug 15 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio 
Aug 29 Road America, Wis. 
Sep 27 VIRginia International Raceway, Va. 
Oct 11 NOLA Motorsports Park, La. 
Nov 8 Circuit of the Americas, Texas 
Nov 14 Daytona International Speedway, Fla.

 
mazda mX-5 Cup  mx-5cup.com 
Mar 18 Sebring International Raceway, Fla. 
Apr 10 NOLA Motorsports Park, La. 
May 1 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Calif. 
Jul 10 Canadian Tire Motorsports Park, 
Canada 
Aug 28 Road America, Wis. 
Oct 1 Road Atlanta, Ga.

 
F2000 Championship 
f2000championshipseries.com 
2015 schedule To be announced 

 
F1600 Championship 
f1600championshipseries.com 
2015 schedule To be announced 

 
aTlanTiC Championship 
atlanticchampionshipseries.com 
2015 schedule To be announced 

Club 
RACING  
Date Track/Region 
Phone numbers are for region registrars

u.s. majors Tour 
sccamajors.com 
NORTHeAST CONFeReNCe   
Apr 17-19 VIRginia Int’l Raceway, Va (with 
Southeast Conference) 
May 1-3 Summit Point, W. Va. (with 
Southeast Conference) 
May 29-31 Mid-Ohio, Ohio 
Jul 3-5 Watkins Glen, N.Y. 
Jul 24-26 NJMP, N.J. 
Aug 14-16 Pett Race, Pa.

SOUTHeAST CONFeReNCe   
Jan 9-11 Homestead-Miami Speedway, Fla. 
Jan 16-18 Sebring, Fla. 
Mar 7-8 NOLA, La. (with Mid-States 
Conference) 
Mar 20-22 Road Atlanta, Ga 
Apr 17-19 VIRginia Int’l Raceway, Va. (with 
Northeast Conference) 
May 1-3 Summit Point, W. Va. (with 
Northeast Conference)

NORTHeRN CONFeReNCe   
May 2-3 Blackhark Farms, Ill. 
May 29-31 Mid-Ohio, Ohio (with Northeast 
Conference) 
Jun 12-14 Road America, Wis. 
Jul 11-12 Gingerman, Mich. 
Jul 25-26 Road America, Wis. 
Aug 22-23 Michigan Int’l Speedway, Mich.

MID-STATeS CONFeReNCe   
Mar 7-8 NOLA, La. (with Southeast 
Conference) 
Apr 11-12 Hallett, Okla. 
Jun 20-21 Kansas Speedway, Kan. 
Jul 4-5 High Plains Raceway, Colo. 
Jul 25-26 Pueblo Motorsports Park, Colo. 
* one additional date to be added

WeSTeRN CONFeReNCe   
Jan 16-18 Auto Club Speedway, Calif. 
Mar 21-22 Chuckwalla Valley Raceway, Calif. 
Apr 11-12 Thunderhill Raceway Park, Calif. 
May 1-3 Buttonwillow, Calif. 
May 23-25 Pacific Raceway, Wash. 
Jul 3-5 Portland Int’l Raceway, Ore.

sCCa naTional  
Championship runoFFs 
Sep 21-27, 2015 Daytona Int’l Speedway, Fla.

divisional/regional 
SOUTHeAST  sedivracing.org 
Feb 7-8 Sebring/Central Florida 
Feb. 28-Mar 1# Palm Beach Int’l Raceway/
Florida 
Mar 7-8* VIR/North Carolina 
Mar 28-29*# Ro Carolina Motorsports 
Park/South Carolina 
Apr 11-12# Palm Beach Int’l Raceway/
Florida 
Apr 25-26* Ro Roebling Road/Buccaneer 
May 2-3# Ro Daytona/Central Florida 
May 9-10* VIR/North Carolina 
May 16-17# Palm Beach Int’l Raceway/
Florida 
May 23-24*# Carolina Mtspt PArk/Central 
Carolinas 
Jun 6-7 Sebring/Central Florida 
Jun 27-28*# Ro Homestead/Florida 
Jul 4-5*# Roebling Road/SeDiv 
Jul 11# Palm Beach Int’l Raceway/Florida 
Jul 18-19# Sebring/Central Florida 
Jul 25-26*# Road Atlanta/Atlanta 
Aug 8-9* Daytona/Central Florida 
Aug 15-16*# Ro Charlotte Motor 
Speedway/Central Carolinas 
Aug 29-30* Ro Barber/Alabama, 
Tennessee 
Sep 5-6# Sebring/Central Florida 
Sep 19-20# Homestead/Florida 
Oct 10-11# Roabling Road/SeDiv 
Oct 17-18* VIR/North Carolina 
Oct 17-18 Sebring/Central Florida 
Oct 24-25# VIR/North Carolina 
Oct 30-Nov 1# Road Atlanta/Atlanta 
Nov. 14-15# Palm Beach Int’l Raceway/
Florida 
Nov 28-29 Sebring/Central Florida 
 Alabama, Tennessee (256) 426-0672 
 Atlanta (770) 472-0460 
 Buccaneer (912) 897-1944 
 Central Carolinas (828) 684-2696 
 Central Florida (407) 568-6902 
 Florida (561) 654-3396 
 North Carolina (800) 342-7390 
 SEDiv (561) 654-3396 
 South Carolina (704) 575-5960

CALeNDAR
sporTs Car Club oF ameriCa  JANuARY 2015
Find sCCa Club raCing, rallY, and solo evenTs near You

All dates/events subject to change
* = Double Event # = Enduro
Ro= Runoffs qualifier r = Restricted
HC = Hill Climb v = Vintage
CT = Club Trial TT = Track Trial
PDX = Performance Driving Experience
GTA = Game, Tour, Adventure Rally
GRC = Great Race Class NT = National Tour
NC = National Course RT = Regional Tour
CR = Course Rally SR = Social Rally

E-mail addresses for registrars and event 
organizers are available at www.scca.com

FOR CHANGES  
Club Racing: (785) 232-7229 
Solo, RoadRally: (785) 232-7656 
RallyCross: (785) 357-7259

EAst COAst 
Central Florida region starts 
the sediv racing season 
at sebring international 
raceway on Feb. 7-8. 
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Don’t see an event near you?neeD resuLts? 
Go to sCCa.Com/events to find more!

SOUTweST  sowdivscca.org 
Jan 17-18* Motorsports Ranch Cresson/
Texas 
Feb 14-15* Ro Texas world Speedway/Texas, 
Lone Star 
May 2-3* Ro MSR Houston/Houston 
Aug 15-16* Ro MSR Houston/Houston 
Dec 5-6* Ro MSR Houston/Houston 
 Houston TBA 
 Texas TBA

SOUTHeRn pACifiC  scca-sopac.org 
Feb 14-15* Ro Chuckwalla/Arizona, San 
Diego 
Mar 14-15* Ro willowSprings/Cal Club 
Jun 6-7* Ro Buttonwillow/Cal Club 
Sep 12-13* Ro Buttonwillow/Cal Club 
Oct17-18 Buttonwillow/Cal Club 
Dec 5-6* Ro Chuckwalla/Arizona, San 
Diego 
 Arizona, San Diego (480) 832-1327

drivers schools 
SOUTHeAST  sedivracing.org 
Feb 28-Mar 1 Roebling Road/Buccaneer 
Apr 11-12 Daytona international Speedway/
Central florida 
Jul 18-19 Sebring/Central florida 
 Buccaneer (912) 897-1944 
 Central Florida (407) 568-6902

SOUTweST  sowdivscca.org 
Jan 17-18 Motorsports Ranch Cresson/
Texas 
 Texas TBA

SOUTHeRn pACifiC  scca-sopac.org 
Feb 6-8 Buttonwillow/Cal Club 
 Cal Club (661) 304-9382 

sccA Accredited schools 
ReGiOnAL AnD nATiOnAL 
Bertil Roos Racing School 
(800) 722-3669  racenow.com
Bob Bondurant School 
(800) 842-7223  bondurant.com
Bridgestone Racing Academy 
(905) 983-1114  race2000.com
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OFFICERS 
Chairman JOHn wALSH 
Vice Chairman DiCK pATULLO 
Secretary TODD BUTLeR 
Treasurer MiCHAeL LewiS

NATIONAL STAFF  
President & CEO LiSA nOBLe 
VP Member Services COLAn ARnOLD 
VP Business Development  
ROBeRT CLARKe 
VP Program Development   
HOwARD DUnCAn 
VP Finance RiCHARD eHReT 
VP Club Racing TeRRY OZMenT 
VP Marketing/Communications  
eRiC pRiLL

PRO RACING STAFF  
President ROBeRT CLARKe

SCCA ENTERPRISES STAFF  
President eRiK SKiRMAnTS 

NATIONAL OFFICE  
Sports Car Club of America, inc.  
p.O. Box 19400, Topeka, KS 66619-0400

NATIONAL OFFICE INFO. HOURS  
Mon-fri, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central time 

NATIONAL PHONE NUMBERS 
Toll-free (800) 770-2055  
Main (785) 357-SCCA [7222] 
pro Racing (785) 357-7223  
Club Racing (785) 232-7229  
Solo (785) 232-7656 
Rally (785) 357-7259 
Licensing (800) 770-2055 or  
(785) 357-7222, x357 
Club Racing Technical Assistance  
(785) 379-8324  
SCCA enterprises (303) 693-2111 

COMMUNICATION ACCESS  
fAX: (785) 232-7228; scca.com 
pro Racing info/results: sccapro.com 

SCCA DIRECTORS 
Area 1: Dick Patullo  
370 Chapin Road, Hampden, MA 01036 
(413) 566-3643; dpatullo@scca.com

Area 2: Terry Hanushek 
22 St.  Johns Lane, Mullica Hills, nJ 08062 
(856) 223-0807; thanushek@scca.com

Area 3: Robin Langlotz 
3116 indian Drive, Orlando, fL 32812 
(407) 851-2232; rlanglotz@scca.com

Area 4: Stephen Harris 
1619 Chartwell Dr., Dayton, OH 45459 
(937) 438-3005; sharris@scca.com

Area 5: Bruce Lindstrand 
532 Stiles Ct., Darien, wi 53114 
(262) 724-3346; blindstrand@scca.com

Area 6: Peter Zekert 
24 edgeworth Ave.,  
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
(314) 724-7098; pzekert@scca.com

Area 7: Dan Helman 
343 Lago Trace Dr.,  
Huffman, TX 77336 
(281) 324-6664; dhelman@scca.com

Area 8: Bill Kephart  
4735 Centennial Blvd.,  
Colorado Springs, CO 80919 
(719) 632-8000; bkephart@scca.com

Area 9: Brian McCarthy 
1048 Millet way, Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 712-5742; bmccarthy@scca.com

Area 10: John Walsh 
244 Mendon Center Rd., Honeoye falls, nY 
(585) 624-9289 (h);  jwalsh@scca.com

Area 11: Michael Lewis 
18781 Heritage Drive, poway, CA 92064 
(760) 291-1261; mlewis@scca.com

Area 12: Tere Pulliam 
10 northwood Springs Dr. 
Oxford, GA 30054 
(678) 697-9755; tpulliam@scca.com

Area 13: Todd Butler  
p.O. Box 607, Yamhill, OR 97148 
(503) 754-0988; tbutler@scca.com
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The Jim Russell Racing Schools 
(707) 939-7600  jimrussellusa.com
Pettiford’s Go 4 It Racing Schools 
(303) 666-4113  go4itservices.com
Skip Barber Racing School 
(860) 435-1300  skipbarber.com

ReGiOnAL OnLY 
Allen Berg Racing School 
(888) 722-3220  
allenbergracingschools.com
MSR Houston 
(281) 369-0677  msrhouston.com
Porsche Sport Driving School 
(888) 204-7474  porschedriving.com
Spring Mountain Advanced  
Driving School 
(888) VeT-4fUn 
springmountainmotorsports.com

DRiVeRS SCHOOLS 
BIR Performance Driving School 
(866) 511-7606  birperformance.com
FAASST Performance Driving School 
eAST: (877) 266-4429,  
weST: (719) 761-1372  faasst.com
Danny McKeever’s Fast Lane  
Racing School 
(888) 948-4888  raceschool.com
Pro Drive Racing School 
(503) 285-4449  prodrive.net
ProFormance Racing School 
(253) 630-5130  
proformanceracingschool.com 
Sports Car Driving Experience 
(800) 453-5506  
corvetteracingschool.com
Waterford Hills Road Racing Inc. 
(248) 623-0070  waterfordhills.com

time triAls 
SOUTHeAST  sedivracing.org 
Mar 22 PDX Road Atlanta/Atlanta 
Apr 11-12 TT/PDX Talladega Grand prix/
Alabama,Tennessee Valley 
Apr 11-12 PDX Daytona international 
Speedway/Central florida 
May 2-3 HC Robbinsville, n.C./Central 
Carolinas 
May 23-24 TT/PDX Carolina Motorsports 
park/Central Carolinas 
Jun 6-7 PDX Sebring/Central florida 
Jul 11-12 HC TBD/Central Carolinas 
Jul 18-19 PDX Sebring/Central florida 
Jul 25-26 PDX Road Atlanta/Atlanta 
Aug 14 PDX Charlotte Motor Speedway/
Central Carolinas 
Aug 29-30 TT Barber Motorsports park/
Alabama, Tennessee Valley 
Sep 5-6 PDX Sebring/Central florida 
Sep 12-13 HC Robbinsville, n.C./Central 
Carolinas 
Sep 26-27 TT/PDX Talladega Grand prix/
Alabama, Tennessee Valley 
Oct 30-Nov 1 PDX Road Atlanta/Atlanta 
Nov 14-15 TT Roebling Road/Buccaneer 
 Alabama, Tenn. Valley (256) 426-0672 
 Atlanta (770) 472-0460 
 Buccaneer (912) 897-1944 
 Central Carolinas (828) 684-2696 
 Central Florida (407) 568-6902

SOUTweST  sowdivscca.org 
Jan 17 CT Motorsports Ranch Cresson/
Texas 
May 1 PDX MSR Houston/Houston 
May 2-3 CT MSR Houston/Houston 
Aug 14 PDX MSR Houston/Houston 
Aug 15-16 CT MSR Houston/Houston 
Dec 4 PDX MSR Houston/Houston 
Dec 5 CT MSR Houston/Houston 
 Houston TBA 
 Texas TBA

SOUTHeRn pACifiC  scca-sopac.org 
Feb 7-8 CT Buttonwillow/Cal Club 
Sep 12-13 CT Buttonwillow/Cal Club 
 Cal Club (661) 304-9382 

West Coast 
the U.s. majors tour get its West 
coast swing under way at Auto 
club speedway in fontana, calif., 
Jan. 16-18. 
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Happenings
Don’t see an event near you?neeD resuLts? 

Go to sCCa.Com/events to find more!
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soLo
 SCCA ProSolo 

Mar 7-8 Arkansas Aeroplex, Ark.
Mar 28-29 El Toro Airfield, Calif.
Apr 25-26 Crows Landing Air Facility, Calif.
May 9-10 Met Life Stadium, N.J.
May 22-23 Lincoln Airpark West, Neb.
May 30-31 Wilmington Airport, Ohio
Jun 6-7 Mineral Wells Airport, Texas
Jun 27-28 Toledo Express Airport, Ohio
Jul 18-19 Hampton Mills, Wash.
Aug 1-2 Wilmington Airport, Ohio
 

 SCCA  
ProSolo finAle 
Sep 5-6 Lincoln Airpark, Neb.

 SCCA Solo  
nAtionAl CHAmPionSHiPS 
Mar 14-15 South Georgia Motorsports 
Park, Ga.
Mar 21-22 Qualcomm Stadium, Calif.
Apr 11-12 Texas A&M University Annex, 
Texas
Apr 18-19 Crows Landing Air Facility, Calif.
May 24-25 Lincoln Air Park West, Neb.
Jun 13-14 Pikes Peak Int’l. Raceway, Colo.
Jun 13-14 Devens Airfield, Mass.
Jul 11-12 Hampton Mills, Wash. 
Aug 8-9 Wilmington Airport, Ohio

 mAtCH tour 
May 2-3 NCM Motorsports Park, Ky. 
Jun 6-7 Spence Field, Ga. 
Jun 27-28 TBD, Utah 
Jul 18-19 Toledo Express Airport, Ohio

reGionAl 
Date Track/Region  
Phone numbers are for Region registrars

SOUTHEAST  sedivracing.org 
Dec 7, 2014 Eastgate Towne Center/
Tennessee 
Dec 13, 2014 Cape Fear Community 
College/North Carolina 
 North Carolina (910) 622-5513 
 Tennesse Valley (256) 616-2692

55-YEAR MEMBERS
Charles B. Hill 12/1/1959 Chicago 
Robert B. Roose 12/1/1959 Central Florida, 
Washington DC
Stebbins Younger 12/1/1959 Chicago 

50-YEAR MEMBERS
James R. Harrison 12/1/1964 Washington DC 
Bill Koch 12/1/1964 Ohio Valley 
Mary Lou Robson 12/1/1964 San Francisco 
Naomi Swanson 12/1/1964 Blackhawk Vlly 
Charles W. Turner 12/1/1964 Ohio Valley 

45-YEAR MEMBERS
Rick Estes 12/1/1969 Wichita 
Fletcher S. Johnston 12/1/1969 North Carolina 
Bruce T. Sargent 12/1/1969 Wichita 
James V. Tucker 12/1/1969 Central Florida 

40-YEAR MEMBERS
Alan Firlein 12/1/1974 Glen 
Doug Hill 12/1/1974 San Francisco 
Randy Hill 12/1/1974 San Francisco 
Wes Holliday 12/1/1974 S West Virginia 
Kelley Huxtable 12/1/1974 DM Vlly, Wichita
Scott Mergele 12/1/1974 San Diego 
William Nehman 12/1/1974 Houston 
Jerry Ruckman 12/1/1974 Colorado 

James Strohm 12/1/1974 Milwaukee 
Mike Swensen 12/1/1974 Lone Star 

35-YEAR MEMBERS
Blondie Anderson 12/1/1979 Land O’Lakes 
Bryan Bartzi 12/1/1979 Mahoning Valley 
Thomas W Bastian 12/1/1979 Arizona 
Richard A Goodrich 12/1/1979 San Francisco 
Cindy Lockhart 12/1/1979 Indianapolis 
Michael J McAnulty 12/1/1979 Colorado 
Robin Ragaglia 12/1/1979 Central Florida 
Robert J. Rivello 12/1/1979 Washington DC 
Wallace A Smith 12/1/1979 San Francisco 
Robert H. Weber 12/1/1979 Houston 

30-YEAR MEMBERS
Janet S. Brunson 12/26/1984 Mississippi 
Addison F. Cage 12/11/1984 Washington DC 
Lois Ann Constant 12/26/1984 Detroit 
David Cromie 12/28/1984 Mohawk Hudson 
Helen M Diringer 12/19/1984 Wichita 
Paul F. Diringer 12/19/1984 Wichita 
David Dix 12/26/1984 C Pennsylvania 
Debra M Dwinell 12/12/1984 San Francisco 
Ralph C. Haddock Jr 12/17/1984 Central Florida 
Dorian Lynn Hidy 12/12/1984 C New York 
John P. Hurabiell 12/17/1984 San Francisco 
Robert Int Hout 12/17/1984 Cal Club 
Kenneth Kollar 12/3/1984 Chicago 

Marge Lift 12/3/1984 Chicago 
Charles A McKinney 12/3/1984 San Francisco 
Donald R Nelson 12/17/1984 Neb, San Fran
Bill Pilkington 12/11/1984 N New Jersey 
Janice Qualkinbush 12/28/1984 Kansas City 
Mark G. Youngquist 12/28/1984 Land O’Lakes 

25-YEAR MEMBERS
Jeffrey R. Anderson 12/11/1989 Cal Club 
James Alan Bennett 12/22/1989 Kansas City 
Jennifer K Bennett 12/22/1989 Kansas City 
Christopher B Branson 12/18/1989 New England 
Mara S. Caler 12/18/1989 San Diego 
Ron D. Chapman 12/18/1989 San Diego 
Charles E. Cottrell 12/22/1989 Guam 
Doug Davidson 12/22/1989 Central Florida 
Rebecca Jean Edwards 12/8/1989 Arizona, Cal Club
Chris Giesen 12/13/1989 Milwaukee 
James Hardesty 12/18/1989 Western Ohio 
Gary A. Homyak 12/22/1989 Colorado 
Eileen Lindberg 12/22/1989 Detroit 
Robert F. McElheny 12/22/1989 Central Florida 
John Erich Rawson 12/11/1989 Houston 
Andrew J. Schmidt 12/22/1989 NW Ohio 
Bonnie Seaman 12/18/1989 Ind NW, S Bend
Mark R. Seaman 12/18/1989 Ind NW, S Bend
Kathleen M. Talbot 12/13/1989 Des Moines Vlly 
David M. Underwood Jr 12/21/1989 Houston 
Charles H Yeung 12/11/1989 Houston 

SCCA MeMberS CelebrAting 25-55 YeArS

SCCA MeMberS CelebrAting 25-55 YeArS

55-YEAR MEMBERS
Charles B. Hill 12/1/1959 Chicago 
Robert B. Roose 12/1/1959 Central Florida, 
Washington DC
Stebbins Younger 12/1/1959 Chicago 

50-YEAR MEMBERS
James R. Harrison 12/1/1964 Washington DC 
Bill Koch 12/1/1964 Ohio Valley 
Mary Lou Robson 12/1/1964 San Francisco 
Naomi Swanson 12/1/1964 Blackhawk Vlly 
Charles W. Turner 12/1/1964 Ohio Valley 

45-YEAR MEMBERS
Rick Estes 12/1/1969 Wichita 
Fletcher S. Johnston 12/1/1969 North Carolina 
Bruce T. Sargent 12/1/1969 Wichita 
James V. Tucker 12/1/1969 Central Florida 

40-YEAR MEMBERS
Alan Firlein 12/1/1974 Glen 
Doug Hill 12/1/1974 San Francisco 
Randy Hill 12/1/1974 San Francisco 
Wes Holliday 12/1/1974 S West Virginia 
Kelley Huxtable 12/1/1974 DM Vlly, Wichita
Scott Mergele 12/1/1974 San Diego 
William Nehman 12/1/1974 Houston 
Jerry Ruckman 12/1/1974 Colorado 
James Strohm 12/1/1974 Milwaukee 
Mike Swensen 12/1/1974 Lone Star 

35-YEAR MEMBERS
Blondie Anderson 12/1/1979 Land O’Lakes 
Bryan Bartzi 12/1/1979 Mahoning Valley 
Thomas W Bastian 12/1/1979 Arizona 
Richard A Goodrich 12/1/1979 San Francisco 
Cindy Lockhart 12/1/1979 Indianapolis 
Michael J McAnulty 12/1/1979 Colorado 
Robin Ragaglia 12/1/1979 Central Florida 
Robert J. Rivello 12/1/1979 Washington DC 
Wallace A Smith 12/1/1979 San Francisco 
Robert H. Weber 12/1/1979 Houston 
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even deep into winter regional 
Solo events can be found. 

MIDWEST midiv.org 
Dec 14, 2014 War Memorial Stadium/
Arkansas 
 Arkansas (501) 218-3267

SOUTHWEST sowdivscca.org 
Dec 6-7, 2014 NOLF Waldron Field/South 
Texas Border 
Dec 7, 2014 Houston Polica Academy/
Houston 
 Houston (281) 782-7512 
 South Texas Border (361) 980-8000

SOUTHERN PACIFIC  scca-sopac.org 
Dec 14 Marana Regional Airport/Arizona 
Border 
Dec 21 Hilo Drag Strip/Big Island 
 Big Island of Hawaii (808) 887-0588

ROADraLLY
A complete RoadRally planning calendar can 
be found at www.scca.com/rally

reGionAl 
CENTRAL cendiv-scca.org 
Dec 7, 2014 RT Yucatan Winter Safari/LOL 
 Land O’ Lakes (608) 685-6572

SOUTHERN PACIFIC  scca-sopac.org 
Nov 7, 2014 First Friday Niter/Cal Club 
Dec 5, 2014 First Friday Niter/Cal Club 
 Cal Club (310) 372-7168

raLLyCross 
nAtionAl CHAmPionSHiP 
2015 RallyCross Champioinship TBA

reGionAl 
NORTHEAST  nediv.com 
Dec 13, 2014 Winter’s on its Way RX/F. 
Lakes 
 Finger Lakes (585) 281-2510

SOUTHEAST  sedivracing.org 
Dec 7, 2014 Durhamtown, Ga./Atlanta 
Dec 31, 2014 Hollytree, Ala./Tennessee 
Valley 
 Atlanta quattros@gmail.com 
 Tennessee Valley (256) 509-3286

GREAT LAKES greatlakes-scca.org 
Dec 13, 2014 Thistle Hill/Detroit 
 Detroit (517) 515-2990
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Official Brake Supplier of 
the Porsche 911 GT3 Cup Series.
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AIM Sports
Alpinestars
Bell Racing
BFGoodrich
Carbotech
Chevrolet
Cool Shirt
Driven Steering Wheels
EFS Combust
Eibach
Electromotive
Ford
Ford Racing
Goodyear
GoPro
Hankook
Hawk

Thank You to the 2014 SCCA Championship
Contingency Sponsors!

Holliday Canopies
Honda
Hoosier
Hyperco
iRacing
K1 RaceGear
Kumho
Mazda
Michelin
MINI USA
Mobil 1
Nissan
Pagid
Pegasus
Penske Racing Shocks
Petrel Data - SoloStorm
Pirelli World Challenge

Pirelli/JX2PG
Race Technology USA
Red Line Oil
SafeRacer
SCCA Enterprises
Scion
SPA Technique
SRT
Subaru
Summit
Sunoco
Taylor Race Engineering
Tilton Engineering
Tire Rack
Toyota
Wilwood Brakes
Yokohama
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GOLDLEVELPARTNERS

M E M B E R  B E N E F I T S

scca.com/benefits

SCCA partners with more than 50 industry-leading companies and negotiates better than 
standard rates.  All you need to do is log-on to start saving today.

®

The Cover Experts
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toy box New Products

EssEntial 
tools, 
accEssoriEs, 
and gEar 
for racErs

SportsCar welcomes submissions of relevant motorsports products. Please send a description of the product, including price, and a color image to SportsCar Top Gear, 17030 Red Hill Avenue, 
Irvine, CA 92614, or e-mail sportscar@racer.com. Products appearing in SportsCar are not necessarily endorsed by SportsCar or the SCCA.
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SPEC Mini Twin CluTCh KiT  
SPEC has expanded its extensive catalog of clutch 
and flywheel assemblies to include the Mini Twin 
for the Scion FR-S and Subaru BRZ. Available in 
three direct-bolt-on configurations, supporting 
power levels up to 1,200lb-ft of torque, offering 
easy installation and excellent performance.   
www.specclutch.com

DEaTSChwErKS SurgE TanKS 
The DeatschWerks Modular Fuel Surge tanks 
are engineered for versatility. Available in a 
2.5L capacity and 3.5L capacity, the 2.5L tank 
can hold dual DW250iL pumps and the 3.5L 
tank can hold dual 350iL pumps. The tanks 
can be mounted horizontally or vertically. 
www.deatschwerks.com

BraillE grEEn liTE BaTTEry 
The G20 lithium battery by Braille offers 
race-winning lithium technology designed for 
the enthusiast and the professional, at a 
tremendous weight savings, combined with 
superior starting and improved electrical 
performance. The Green Lite series offers 
fitments for your racecar or road-going vehicle.   
www.braillebattery.com

SnaP-on BrEaKEr Bar 
The new Snap-on 1/2-inch drive 36-inch breaker 
bar is ideal for use on heavy-duty vehicles. This 
breaker bar is the right tool for tire removal or 
engine teardown as well as removing cylinder 
head bolts. Extremely sturdy, this bar features a 
new head design for longer tool life.   
www.snapon.com

MiaTaCagE STEEring aDaPTor 
MiataCage has introduced a high-quality 
steering shaft adaptor that utilizes the stock 
steering shaft splines and stock nut for the 
popular Mazda Miata. This modular setup 
allows you to add steering spacers in 
half-inch increments, to put the steering 
wheel exactly where you want it.  
www.miatacage.com

VolanT TunDra inTaKE 
Offering an additional 22hp and 30lb-ft of 
torque, the Volant air intake is one of the most 
powerful systems on the market. Like many 
Volant applications, the Tundra fitment utilizes 
the 100,000-mile maintenance free Donaldson 
PowerCore Filtration Technology.  
www.volant.com
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STACKLTD.COM

STACK ST700 Integrated Race Dash

- 4 pattern sequential shift light
- IP67 sealed against water and dust intrusion
- User configurable analogue channels w/ alarms
- Peak value tell-tales on all parameters
- Supplied with mounting bracket, switch kit, harness
- Integrated lap timing
- Billet aluminium housing- Billet aluminium housing, 80mm diameter

SR01 ©2015 Stack Ltd.

The ST700 combines the most critical facets of the vaunted STACK Race Dash 
into a tidy package, built with the same craftsmanship and attention to detail as 
the legendary original.   With technology derived from decades of Formula 
experience, the STACK ST700 provides a comprehensive monitoring solution, 
displaying engine RPM, speed, system voltage and two channels configurable for 
either temperature or pressure. A built In sequential shift light and the ability to 
record lap timing gives the driver a remarkable amount of information in even the 
tightest quatightest quarters. 

Macro Function. Micro Form.
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member Letters HAVE YOUR SAY

Write to SportSCar Magazine:  
17030 Red Hill Avenue, iRvine, CA 92614 

or e-mAil spoRtsCAR@RACeR.Com

SportsCar magazine welcomes letters. the opinions expressed here are the opinons of the individual writers, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of sCCA or SportsCar. letters should be under 150 words, and may be edited for length and style. 
SportsCar magazine and the sCCA reserve the right not to publish any letter.

participated (albeit sparingly) in 
SCCA Solo events for six years 
in my 2003 Chevy SSR, but 
because of its size (certainly not 
my amateurish driving ability), we 
always finished last in our class. 
Even though I always enjoy trying 
to take my 4,800lb truck to its 
limits, having no hope of finishing 
better than last has admittedly 
been one of the reasons that 
I haven’t participated more 
often in events. With this recent 
introduction of the CAM class, 
I finally feel that I’m in a class 
where I can be competitive. 
Although participation in the 
CAM class hasn’t been very high 
in our Region, we did have one 
event with five CAM entries and, 
for the first time, I actually beat 
somebody, finishing in second 
place! Thanks again for the CAM 
class, and please add mine to the 
wishes that it can continue.
Dave Hamburg

A KodAK MoMent
I want to commend the Tire Rack 
Solo National Championships 
coverage in the November issue 
of SportsCar. The photos of the 

An evolution
I have fond memories of Formula 
Ford from my childhood, and 
I admit I was torn when I heard 
the Honda engines were being 
introduced to the class, because 
I thought it detracted from 
what the class was founded on. 
But after reading the Formula 
F feature in SportsCar [A New 
Formula, Sept. 2014] my opinion 
has softened a bit. I now see 
the motor alternative as an 
opportunity to help bring fresh 
blood into the class. Many of the 
new generation of racers don’t 
relish spending hours adjusting 
and maintaining the Ford Kent 
engine, and this essentially 
turnkey Honda package makes 
sense for them. I see now that 
this lower maintenance package 
could be just the thing to sway 
new open-wheel racers to FF 
over some of the other classes 
that utilize modern power plants.
James Hendrickson

Continued SuCCeSS
Many thanks to the SCCA for 
providing the Classic American 
Muscle (CAM) class. I have 

The number and variety of 
special offers available under 
the SCCA Benefits Program 
continue to grow. These 
partners offer the following 
advantages to members:

 
Receive a 10-percent discount 
on Eibach spring purchases.

 
Holiday Inn Savannah–Pooler 
is offering discounted room 
rates for both individual 
members and groups. 

 
iRacing.com is offering  
annual subscriptions to  
SCCA members for only  
$49 – a savings of more  
than 50 percent.

 
Get special association rental 
rates and discounts at Thrifty 
car rentals.

 
Members receive 20 percent 
off all Torco oil products from 
Torco Advanced Lubricants.

 
At the Wingate by Wyndham – 
Vineland, SCCA members will 
receive a 15-percent discount.

For a full description of all the 
special offers included in the 
Member Benefits program, 
plus links to the participating 
companies, go to the 
“Discounts” area at 
ams.scca.com.

winners are expressive, fun, and 
personal. And I love that they 
were shot against what must 
be the same background as my 
school photos in junior high! 
I wish everything the Club did 
had as much upbeat personality 
as those photos.
Brian Ghidinelli

liKe You’re there
As a Club racer I have always 
wanted to attend the National 
Championship Runoffs but 
simply have found the cost 
to reach the event, and time 
required, too much to bite off. 
I hope under the new Runoffs 
rotation initiative that one day 
it will call a track near me home, 
and I will be able to attend. 
That said, I really enjoyed The 
Fast Way ‘Round article for 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
in the September issue. While 
I wasn’t able to attend the 2014 
championship event, I feel like 
I am much better informed 
about what the drivers will be 
experiencing, and it will most 
certainly add some excitement 
as I watch all the SpeedcastTV.
com coverage.
Tom Lundberg

More rAndY rAMblingS 
I really enjoyed Randy Pobst’s 
November issue article  
Cross-country treasure hunt. 
It was about the hobby and 
then…it wasn’t.
Gary Murph
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GT SHOES GT 1 GLOVES
WE OFFER A COMPLETE LINE OF HELMETS FROM MANY TRUSTED BRANDS

PYROTECT

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

Florian Latorre
U.S. F2000 Champion

(888) K1 GEARS
(760) 268-0710

K1RACEGEAR.COM

USA

INT’L

VICTORY PRECISION CUSTOM

For Sale
Miller Racing Championship Winning Team

Driven by Cameron Lawrence

© 2014 Chris Clark © 2014 Chris Clark

© 2014 Chris Clark

2012 & 2013 complete SCCA-TA2
Road Racing Camaros for Sale

Sale Price 65,000 Each
Contact Paige Audas at (517) 694-2300 x 80182

*Subject to Presale*
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From the archives and the editor

90  JANUARY 2015  scca.com

• This issue included an 
interview with Hans Herrmann, 
discussing his recent 
completion of the 1964 Mille 
Miglia in a Type 500 Porsche.  
• The second annual Orange 
Empire National Sports Car 
Races took place in Riverside, 
Calif., with an estimate 40,000 
spectators in attendance. 

• A reported 183 drivers took 
the green flag at Riverside 
International Raceway for the 
1964 Runoffs. 
• Changes were on the horizon 
for the Production category, as 
The Car Classifications 
Committee proposed that cars 
must be made in quantities of 
500 in a 12 month period.

• Building Your Sports Renault 
talked about the ins and outs, 
and cost savings, of assembling 
this affordable racer yourself. 
• In Protest, Bryan Webb 
covered a number of infractions 
and actions taken at the 1984 
Runoffs. Some items were 
considered serious, while others 
were classified as “victimless.”

• Scott Pruett took the  
Trans Am championship on 
consistency, becoming only the 
third driver in series history to 
complete every lap in a season, 
all 639 of them.  
• David Empringham repeated 
as Toyota Atlantic champion, a 
feat last done in the 1980-’81 
season by Jacques Villeneuve.

60 years ago...  JANUARY 1955

50 years ago...  JANUARY 1965

30 years ago...  JANUARY 1985

20 years ago...  JANUARY 1995

Xxxxx 
xxx xxx 
xxxx 
xxxx”
QUoted

a j o u rn e y i n to Spo rtSCar ’S  past

twitter.com/sportscarmag facebook.com/sportscarmag

PHILIP RoYLe
eDitor, SportSCar MaGaZine

The goal: victory
I came for the cars but stayed for the 

people.” If you’ve been around the 
SCCA for any length of time, you’ve 
heard that saying more times than you 
can count. Undeniably, people make 
the Club what it is, and what it will be. 
Cars were certainly the reason the 
Club was created in 1944, but cars 
haven’t kept the Club in motion for 70 
years; people have. Be they organizing 
events or behind the wheel, people are 
the lifeblood of the SCCA. You could 
say the Club is made of people.

This has been a topic of conversation 
both in the SportsCar office and in the 
SCCA National Office as of late, and 
I find my interest tends more toward 
car tech than uncovering what racers 
do in their spare time. I love digging into 
motor, suspension, and driving theory, 
really uncovering what is necessary to 
go fast and, hopefully, win. That’s why 
I’ve built all my racecars cars from the 
ground up rather than purchasing 
existing ones – I love putting in the hard 
work; discovering the secrets to speed 
is what drives me. Now let me 
contradict myself.

When it comes to professional 
racing, I’m a people person. I don’t like 
the childish NASCAR man-drama that 
plagues the left-turning racers, but 
when it comes to professional road 
racers, I can’t learn enough about a 
driver’s mental preparation. Cases in 
point are stories in this very issue. 
Michael DiMeo’s Pirelli World 
Challenge Touring Car battle for 
maintaining sponsorship to race a full 
season is intriguing, Johnny 
O’Connell’s long-game Balance of 
Performance strategy while 
attempting a third straight World 
Challenge GT title is fascinating, and 

Kenton Koch’s win-or-don’t-race 
situation is inspiring. Now I’ll contradict 
everything I’ve just said.

When I’m building a racecar, I rarely 
know what I’m doing. To figure things 
out, I research online and then talk to 
people either in person or on the 
phone. I recently made a major 
change to my E Production car, 
swapping to components I’ve never 
used before. How did I bridge the gap 

between what the geniuses on 
Internet forums “know” and what will 
really work? I talked to people and 
asked for their real world experiences, 
sometimes over the phone and other 
times over a beer. Their tales 
contained priceless knowledge, not 
only about the parts I needed to tune 
my car, but also about competition in 
general through their life lessons. 
These conversations taught me much 
more than I originally sought, and their 
anecdotes will make me faster. 

What does this mean for you? For 
one, talk to people in the paddock – 
you’ll be surprised what you learn. 
Similarly, that’s what SportsCar is 
going to do in 2015, and that’s what 
you’ll see more of in this magazine. 
In the coming year, you’ll read about 
people who have the knowledge to 
make you better at what you want 
to do, because whether you’re here 
for the cars or the people, everyone 
wants to win. 

I love digging into motor, 
suspension, and driving 
theory, really uncovering 
what is necessary to go 
fast and, hopefully, win”
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