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SECOND-RUN SHOCKER

During Keith Lamming's second run on the
West Course, presumably too much g-force
during the slalom led to a surprise when
the airbags infalted. Lamming recovered

to claim the final CAM-C trophy position.

DATE Sept. 6, 2016
LOCATION Lincoln, Neb.

WHAT Tire Rack Solo
National Championships

PHOTOGRAPHER Perry Bennett

JANUARY 2017 7
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ALL STAR WINNER

Multi-time X Games and Dew Tour BMX
Vert champion, as well as 2014 Baja 1000
winner, Jamie Bestwick takes the checker
at Auto Club Speedway in his HP Toyota
Yaris after an intense battle for the win.

DATE Oct. 30, 2016
LOCATION Fontana, Calif.

WHAT Cal Club Region Pacific
Coast Road Racing Championships

PHOTOGRAPHER D.E. Baer
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2017 U.S. MAJORS TOURS SET

By now, most (if not all) of the 2017 SCCA U.S. Majors Tour
competition calendar has been announced. A total of six weekends
(12 races per Conference), make up each Conference’s schedule,
with some of the weekends counting toward two Conference points
races. For a complete schedule, head to www.scca.com/maijors.
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PROSOLO NATIONAL SERIES
SCHEDULE UNVEILED

he 2017 Tire Rack SCCA ProSolo

calendar has been announced, and it
contains a mix of new and old sites that
comprise the 10-event season, running
March to August, leading to the Tire Rack

Opening runs determine class rankings
and set the qualifying order for the second
part of the event, which determines the
overall winner. The top qualifiers enter
single-elimination brackets and conduct

2017 TIRE RACK
PROSOLO NATIONAL SERIES

DATE

SITE/CITY

March10-12* Donaldson Airport /

Greenville, S.C.

ProSolo Finale in early September. runoffs until only one driver remains: The Top April 7-9 Orange County Great Park
Included in the schedule is a currently Eliminator. Additionally, the Ladies Challenge (formerly El Toro Air Station) /
tentative kickoff at Donaldson Airport in pits top female qualifiers against one another, Irvine, Calif.
Greenville, S.C., while series favorites like while the Super Challenge features thetop 28 April 28-30 NASA Crows Landing Airport /
the Spring Nationals and Finale both take Open class competitors in a winner-take-all Crows Landing, Calif.
place in Lincoln, Neb. battle. There's even a Bonus Challenge where ~ May 57 Arkansas Aeroplex /
During ProSolo events, drivers face off,  randomly selected, non-qualifying drivers can Blyth?"'”e' 'A‘fk'
side by side, at a “Christmas Tree" start compete for prizes and bragging rights. May 1214 Metlife Stadium /
before launching down a straightaway Competitors earn class and Challenge E,QSt Rmh,erford’ N‘,J - §
and into mirror image autocross courses.  points throughout the season that count May 2627 I['i:izllr:]Al'\rf;f;k (Spring Natls) /
Three heats of competition give drivers toward the Overall Ladies and Open June 2-4 Minerall Welis I
12 total runs, six on 'each course. Lilke ProSoIQ Championships. Class National Mineral Wells, Texas
other Solo competitions, runs are tlmed Champ!onsh!ps and OveraII-ProSoIo - June 911 Toledo Express Airport /
to 1/1000th of a second and knocking a Championships are determined by combining Swanton, Ohio
cone down means a two-second penalty regular season points with points earned at July 1416 Former Hampton
added to a time. the ProSolo Finale in Lincoln, Neb. ® Lumber Mills Packwood /
Packwood, Wash.
Aug. 4-6  Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport /
::l::;:ir?gPSolo with elements from scodalloghshipt
Sy LGS T T Sept. 1-3 Li.ncoln Airpark (ProSolo Finale) /
and challenging competition. Lincoln, Neb.
* tentative

10 JANUARY 2017 scca.com
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MATCH TOUR
SETS DATES

he 2017 Tire Rack SCCA Match

Tour schedule has been released
and is comprised of four events,
spanning March to July. Sunny
Southern California is where the Tire
Rack Match Tour season begins with an
event hosted by San Diego Region. The
second event of the year is hosted by
Steel Cities Region and takes place on
the smooth asphalt at Pittsburgh
International Race Complex. Indy
Region hosts the third event of the
season on a great concrete site with
lots of grip. The calendar then
concludes in Bristol with a weekend
hosted by Eastern Tennessee Region.

Match Tour Showdowns are three
events in one package. The event is
broken into four sessions. Session 1
and Session 2 are on Saturday and
consist of a traditional three-run
autocross. The best run from each
session is added together to determine
class rankings. Class trophies are then
distributed Saturday during the
evening's social event.

Session 3 on Sunday is another
three runs to determine the qualifiers
for the Top Dog and Under Dog
Challenges. Then the Challenges take
place in Session 4 of the event. ®

2017 TIRE RACK MATCH TOUR

DATE SITE/CITY

March 3-5 Qualcomm Stadium/
San Diego, Calif.

April 28-30 Pittsburgh Int’l Race
C'plex/Wampum, Pa.

June 2-4 Grissom Aeroplex/
Peru, Ind.

July 2-4 Bristol Motor Spdwy/
Bristol, Tenn.

Jeff Loewe

AREA 4 DIRECTOR STEPHEN HARRIS PASSES
We're sad to report that Western Ohio Region member and

Area 4 Director on SCCA's Board of Directors Stephen Harris

passed away mid November. A 31-year member, Harris was
passionately involved in the Club, holding multiple licenses,

including those of a National Steward and Chief Steward.

T —
e

e
CHE QL ET

HOOSIER SUPER TOUR SCHEDULE
AND SERIES REGISTRATION

CCA has unveiled the 10-event

calendar for the 2017 Hoosier
Racing Tire SCCA Super Tour, which
are featured dates within the U.S.
Majors Tour schedule. Each venue will
host two Hoosier Super Tour races
over the course of a weekend.

Also, available now is series
registration at MotorsportReg.com for
the 2017 Hoosier Super Tour and U.S.
Majors Tour. Those paying the $50
series registration fee can reserve a
single or two-digit numberin a
Conference of their choosing with
payment deferred until Jan. 1, 2017.
The same number can also be
reserved in other Conferences for an
additional $25 per Conference. A
series registration fee of $100 allows
drivers to register a three-digit
number, with the leading digit required
to be “1,” for all Conferences.

Only SCCA Full Competition and SCCA
Pro Racing license holders may register
for the Hoosier Super Tour and U.S.
Majors Tour series. Series registration
allows drivers to prepare number
graphics for their cars that will be good
for the season. Registered participants
also receive a special Hoosier SCCA
Super Tour hard card and series decals

for car placement prior to events. Where
available, series registration also provides
access to express registration and tech.
For more information on the Hoosier
Super Tour, U.S. Majors Tour, or series
registration, head to www.scca.com and
click the Majors or Super Tour links under

SUPER STARS
(ABOVE) The
Hoosier Super Tour
incorporates various
professional racing
aspects into the Club
Racing weekend.

the road racing “Programs” tab. ®

2017 HOOSIER SUPER TOUR
DATE RACETRACK / CONFERENCE
Jan. 13-15  Sebring International Raceway, Fla./

Southeast Conference

March 4-5  NOLA Motorsports Park, La./
Southeast Conference, Southern Conference
March 11-12° Willow Springs International Raceway, Calif./
Western Conference
April 8-9 Hallett Motor Racing Circuit, Okla./
Mid-States Conference, Southern Conference
April 14-16  VIRginia International Raceway, Va./
Northeast Conference, Southeast Conference
April 28-30  Buttonwillow Raceway Park, Calif./
Western Conference
May 19-21  Portland International Raceway, Ore./
Western Conference
June 2-4 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio/
Northern Conference
June 16-18  Road America/
Northern Conference
June 23-25  Watkins Glen International, N.Y./

Northeast Conference

scca.com JANUARY 2017 11
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SOUND DECISION
The latest edition of Fastrack has revisions for the popular Spec Racer, now requiring
the standard muffler kit p/n G1190523 (including standard muffler p/n 390523). For
tracks with strict sound requirements, the quiet muffler kit (p/n G1190524) is available
as a replacement for that event. Muffler packing of any kind is not permitted.

NEW PATH TO THE RUNOFFS

he SCCA Board of Directors has

decided to simplify the qualification
path for the 2017 SCCA National
Championship Runoffs taking place in
September at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. After receiving feedback
from the membership, the BoD has
opted to remove the points criteria for
Runoffs qualification as pertaining to
the U.S. Majors Tour. Instead, racers
must simply compete in three U.S.
Majors Tour weekends, but also now
have the option of substituting two
Regional race weekends for one U.S.
Majors Tour event. John Walsh,
Chairman of the SCCA BoD, also says
that each Hoosier Racing Tire Super
Tour weekend still count as one U.S.
Majors Tour weekend.

“The Board felt it necessary to make
it easier to understand what is required
toreceive an invitation to the Runoffs,”
Walsh explains. "By making expectations
simple and clear, competitors will know
from the very beginning of the racing
season what it takes to get to Club
Racing's premier championship event,
the SCCA Runoffs, starting in 2017 at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway.”

The Divisional Championship path to
the Runoffs remains unchanged, as well
as the policy welcoming defending
Runoffs winners. It should be noted that
while the road to the Runoffs has been
simplified, firm qualifying rules will be in
effect stipulating drivers be within a
certain percentage of a class pole time at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 2017. ®

2017 SCCA Board of Directors

CCA Board of Directors elections were held in

four of the SCCA's geographic Areas in 2016,
with three new Board members being elected and
one incumbent rejoining the Board for another
three-year term in office.

Jack Burrows, of Harrisonburg, Va., will now be
the Area 2 Director, garnering more votes than
incumbent Terry Hanushek. In Area 6, Chris Albin, of
Maryland Heights, Mo., takes over the Director seat
left by Peter Zekert. In Area 10, Earl Hurlbut, of
Batavia, N.Y., will take over the Director’s position
vacated by John Walsh. And in Area 12, Director
Tere Pulliam, of Oxford, Ga., ran unopposed.

The Area 4 position is currently open pending a
Board decision following the unfortunate passing of
Stephen Harris, that Area’s Director. ®

THE 2017 SCCA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Area 1: Bob Dowie

Area 2: Jack Burrows

Area 3: Lee Hill

Area 4: -

Area 5: Bruce Lindstrand

Area 6: Chris Albin

Area 7: Dan Helman

Area 8: Arnie Coleman

Area 9: Charlie Davis

Area 10: Earl Hurlbut

Area 11: K.J. Christopher

Area 12: Tere Pulliam

Area 13: Jim Weidenbaum

Rick Corwine

RUMAN REPEATS AS
TRANS AM CHAMP

my Ruman, the first female professional

road-racing champion in North America,
made history again in November at Daytona
International Speedway as she captured the
2016 Trans Am Championship, once more
etching her name into the Trans Am record
book in this, the 50th anniversary season.
Ruman'’s championship-clinching victory was
her third in a row at Daytona and saw an
up-and-down season for the defending champ
end on a high note.

Entering the weekend, and even through the
first third of the race, victory seemed anything
but assured for Ruman - very much the
opposite of her first championship when she
only needed to take the green flag to secure
her title. Paul Fix, with a nine-point lead, had
begun the Daytona race on the pole, with
Ruman alongside. He kept Ruman at bay early
on, but 10 laps into the 29-lap race, disaster
struck for Fix when he suffered a flat left front
tire. Fix entered the pits, his crew quickly
changed the tire, and Fix reentered the race in
eighth position - should Ruman win, Fix simply
needed a fourth-place finish to secure the title.
But lightning struck twice for Fix, with tire
debris damaging his motor on the 13th lap.

“| woke up thinking, ‘You know, anything can
happen, it's racing,”" Ruman said after the
race. “Mechanicals happen. Traffic can play a
role. Paul [Fix] could win; | could win. When it
boils down to one race, anything can happen.

“My hat is off to Paul Fix and the Ave team;
they've worked hard all year, too, and we've
both had up and down seasons,"” she
continued. “It's unfortunate what happened to
them, but we persevered and won.” @

12 JANUARY 2017 scca.com
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PUMA AVANTI

FIA APPROVED (8856-2000) | SFI/5 APPROVED

FRONT
The new PUMA Avanti suit utilizes revolutionary and proprietary advancements in material,
form, function and design synthesizing the ultimate drivers environment for performance
and endurance for the professional driver. Lightweight and breathable quilting of a unique
3-layer design consisting of an Aramidic outer layer, a Nomex waffle inner layer, and PUMA’s
new proprietory ‘middle layer’ offers an unmatched 33% weight reduction, an increase in
permeability (breathability) by 55%, and a higher thermal protection by 11% over other
manufacture’s 3-layer lightweight designs. Anatomically correct pre-shaped body creating
less bulk in the driving position, increased freedom of movement and agility, along with
pre-shaped ‘slim-fit’ sleeves and pre-shaped legs reducing driver’s fatigue of the arms and
legs. PUMA's own proprietary EMS system of elasticized panels at the back of the arms,
replacing soft knit gussets, reduces the weight and bulk in the shoulder area optimizing the

acceptance of Hans head and shoulder restraints.

Choose from black/white/red, red/black/white, blue/
black/white, white/black/red, and grey/black/white. SL TECH MID PRO PODIO GLOVE
FIA 8856-2000 APPROVED | SFI 3.3/5 FIA APPROVED (8856-2000)

775-727-6363

Authorized Centers | Spring Mountain Motorsports | NV | -
Air Power Racing | UT | 801-475-9380 Track First | OH | 234-380-5978 Subé Sports is the exclusive
Driver’s Edge Autosport | BC | 604-298-5531 | Wine Country Motor Sports | CA | 707-935-7223 To find a deal -(714) 847-1501 distributor of PUMA Motorsports w
Framor Safety | MX | (52)555276-0558 | Wine Country Motor Sports | CO | 303-799-6606 | 10 find @ dealer near you: (714) products in the USA,
Performance Speed Tech | TX |  817-512-4780 | Wine Country Motor Sports | FL | 561-748-5328 ' or find us on the web at: puma.subesports.com www.subesports.com
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OOPS...ERRATA

In the November 2016 issue of SportsCar, we inadvertently gave
credit fo Dan Tonneson for a 22nd place finish in C Street at the
Tire Rack Solo National Championships. That 22nd place finish

actually went to Drew Tonnesen. We apologize for the error.

TRANS AM PICKS UP
PIRELLI TIRES IN 2017

irelli Tire North America and The
Trans Am Race Company LLC have

announced a three-year agreement
that will see Pirellinamed the official
tire supplier and presenting sponsor of
the Trans Am series. Starting in 2017,
Pirelli will supply tires for all classes
within the Trans Am series, presented
by Pirelli, including purpose-built P
Zero tires for the TA and TA2 classes.

“From the very beginning, Pirelli
has gone above and beyond our
expectations,” says John Clagett,
President of The Trans Am Race
Company. “They took on the challenge
of engineering, from the ground up, a
tire that fits the needs of TA2, which
presents its own unique set of
challenges. The work they have done
is simply remarkable, and | can say
with full confidence that Pirelli has
delivered a product that we can
proudly present to our competitors.”

FAST FOOTWORK
Starting in 2017,

the entire Trans Am
field will sport new
Pirelli rubber.

Chris Clark

The extensive tire development
process undertaken by Pirelli to
develop a product for the TA2 class
spanned six months and the result is
a product many TA2 drivers will find
familiar. The tires will be offered at
the same price as their predecessor
but are superior in many ways, as
testified to by 2013 and 2014 TA2
Champion Cameron Lawrence who,
alongside Mike Skeen, served as test
drivers during the process.

Also involved in the development
process was Stevens-Miller Racing,
who supplied the TA2 racecars
utilized throughout testing. “Pirelli
needs to be given credit for the
level of discipline and hard work put
into the new TA2 tire,” says Joe
Stevens, owner of Stevens-Miller.
“With no setup changes, our cars
were turning lap times ranging
from 1- to 2.5-seconds faster, all
while maintaining that
characteristic TA2 look and feel.

Pirelli will also debut new TA class
tires built to withstand the sheer
power of the 875hp grand touring
machines that make up Trans
Am's iconic class. 2010 and 2011
TA Champion Tony Ave had the
opportunity to test both the slicks
and rain tires at Homestead-Miami
Speedway. “It's a very driver friendly
tire that is essentially a bolt-on for
the current setups on TA class cars -
exactly what Trans Am and Pirelli
wanted to create from the onset.”

Trans Am’s production classes,
TA3 and TA4, will sport Pirelli's iconic
P Zero Racing Slick and P Zero
Racing Rain tires. ®

MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE CONTEST

While membership always gets a
spring boost, many of our regions
are currently experiencing solid
growth! Congratulations to the
leaders and keep up the
momentum. For complete details
on the SCCA Membership Drive
Contest, log in to ams.scca.com
and look under “Forms."”

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE REFERRAL
LEADERS FOR OCTOBER 2016

Brian Ghidinelli 73  San Francisco
Gal Mesika 68 Washington DC
Gayle Jerdine 47 CalClub
Warren Leach 45  San Diego
Yunfan Wu 27 San Francisco
J. Burchardt 26 SW Louisiana
Cheryl Babbe 19 Arctic Alaska
Darren Gunn 19 Central Florida
Derrick Taylor 19 Buccaneer
Todd Higgins 15 South Jersey

There are 2,220 additional members
with at least one referral.
REGION LEADERS

(Category based on 2015 year end
membership)

Region Growth
Jumbo Regions (800+):
Texas 8.3%
Central Carolinas 5.4%
Chicago 5.1%
Large Regions (401-799):
South Jersey 6.5%
Northwest 4.5%
Ohio Valley 4.0%

Medium Regions (200-400):

Mohawk Hudson 36.7%
Des Moine Valley 19.9%
Northwestern Ohio 12.8%
Small Regions (<200):

Puerto Rico 58.3%
Montana 53.2%
Arctic Alaska 53.0%

Cunningham throttles back, NSX throttles forward

As RealTime Racing runs full
speed ahead into the 2017
season, outfitted with its new
Acura NSX GT3 Pirelli World
Challenge GT program, stalwart
of the series and team principal
Peter Cunningham is poised to

and the Solo ranks.

poles, as well as having tasted
success in both the Club Racing

“I'm not retiring, but it was
my decision to not compete
with the NSX program to
focus on the behind-the-

As the team embarks on the
2017 World Challenge season, it
will call upon veteran racer and
NSX development driver Peter
Kox, who will team with
RealTime regular Ryan Eversley.

“I'll be plenty busy without

step out of the cockpit.
Cunningham is part of World
Challenge and SCCA history,
sitting at the top of the charts
as the all-time leader in World
Challenge starts, wins, and

scenes portion of the team,”
Cunningham explains. “I've
always done both all along,
but I'm liking these
opportunities more and the
heat of battle less”

driving,” says Cunningham. “This
is an important program with the
NSX and we are fully committed
toits success. The change of job
descriptions for me makes a lot
of sense right now.” ®

-

.

PASSING THE TORCH
From cars to drivers, a lot is

changing for RealTime in 2017.
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ADJUSTABLE DECISION

The Club Racing Board is seeking member input regarding dampers
for the Touring 4 class. The latest edition of Fastrack offers two
potential options, ranging from non-adjustable OE-style replacement
dampers, fo adjustable dampers similar to those used in other Touring
classes. Members should offer feedback via www.crbscca.com.
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LAST DANCE

W ow, that went by fast. Six years
on the Board of Directors, more
than three years as Chairman, and
now out the door as 2017 hits and
back to where | started a few decades
ago - a member. This has definitely
been the most difficult “job" I've ever
held - | learned from each of the
successes and failures, and | hope the
things our Board has generated and
fostered will take solid root, making
the Club even stronger.

| want thank the 25 Directors I've
served with on the SCCA Board in the
past six years. I've learned from each
and every one of them, and made
some great life-long friendships. That
said, right now you should be thinking,
"On a Board of 13 members, there
have been 26 directors in six years?"
I'll suggest that this points to a
structural problem with continuity and
institutional memory. Keep this in
mind if future Boards or members ask
for changes to the SCCA bylaws.

That aside, with my last column I'd
like to give an update on some
pressing issues. The Board's search
for our Club's new president has
begun. We've redefined the job

JOHN WALSH

THE CLUB

BOARD

CHAIRMAN, SCCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

description, based on good inside and outside guidance.
We've also started a two-pronged search strategy, one
using our known contacts and the other casting a wider
net via executive recruiters. The interviews won't include
Rorschach tests, but real deep investigations into
management skills and leadership qualities. Next year's
Board will be making that hiring decision, and I'm
confident the work we've done these last few months

will yield success.

So, what should you expect from the Club going
forward? Happy members and healthy Regions are critical
to the Club's future. The SCCA revolves around two things -
members and Regions. Member retention and recruitment
are critical to its success, financially and as a force in
motorsport. Regions, the fundamental social element of
the SCCA, need ongoing support and new tools to compete
with all those other attractive recreations - motorsports
or not. Push on the National organization, through your
Directors, to continue to focus on that.

What does the future hold for me? Well, the SRF getsits
GEN3 motor plugged in the back after sitting in the crate on
my shop floor for almost two years! I'll probably spruce up
the Spec Miata, too, and deal with the blown-up motor in
the 240Z racecar. And, now that | seem to have a
46-year-old CAM car for Solo, I'll set to fixing the
suspension bits that broke on that last run in August, right
before the Tire Rack Solo National Championships
presented by Garmin VIRB.

Ultimately, I'm thrilled to be "“just” a member again,
and I'll see you at an SCCA event! ®

Charlie Davis named Area @ Director

Charlie Davis, a 38-year
SCCA member, has been
appointed by the Board of
Directors to fill the vacant Area
9 seat immediately. Davis will
hold that position through 2017
when the next Area 9 election
is scheduled to occur.

Davis, who is a member of
San Francisco Region, started

his SCCA involvement in St.
Louis, Mo. He has more than
40 years of autocross
experience and competed in
36 National Championship
events. He has served on
numerous subcommittees and
the SEB over the last 30 years,
and chaired several autocross
clubs, as well as co-chairing

numerous Divisional, National
Tour, and ProSolo events in
Northern California. He also
worked as a road race
scrutineer, communicator, and
Club ambassador.

The Area 9 seat was
previously held by Brian
McCarthy, who passed away
in September.
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We didn’t just redesign the turbocharger.
We redefined it.

Our EFR-7163 performs like no other turbocharger because
it's engineered like no other turbocharger.

Compact and responsive to throttle inputs, the 7163 packs the power of
up to 550 HP into a B1 size turbo that fits easily into a tight engine space.
And that’s just for starters. The 7163 also features our unique Mixed-Flow
Turbine (MFT) Gamma-Ti turbine stage. MFT delivers greater turbine flow
but with lower inertia than a conventional radial-inflow wheel. What’'s more,
the 7163’s all-aluminum bearing housing reduces the weight of the unit by
nearly two pounds! It's the same race-winning technology inspired by and
shared with turbochargers running in the Verizon IndyCar® Series.

Out-racing your competition starts with out-thinking them.

£ IR (1 Tube
borgwarnerboosted.com x Borgwu rner
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MY SCCA LIFE

TODD HARRIS

OREGON REGION
MEMBER SINCE 1995

u y first taste of victory came in an SCCA
RoadRally in West Texas in 1968. My mom and

dad drove while | ‘navigated’ from my car seat in the
back of our 1966 Ford Mustang. | was about 6
months old. By 1970, | was going to sports car races
at Portland International Raceway and Seattle
International Raceway to watch my dad race his
Triumph Spitfire.

A year later, my dad lost a rear wheel at [Mazda
Raceway] Laguna Seca and spun at the fastest
portion of the track. When | saw the racecar after
the race | declared, 'l don't wanna be a racecar
driver." Only 4 years old and already retired from
racing - but my retirement didn't last.

| continued going to races with my family until my
dad quit racing after the 1977 season. During these
years, my dad won many races and championships.
My favorite racecar drivers were Jackie Stewart,
Monte Shelton, and my dad. | wanted to be like them.
At home in my basement, | raced my slot cars and
dreamed of the day | would race the real thing.

In high school, | started volunteering with Oregon
Region in Timing and Scoring and absolutely loved it!
| even worked the 1984 G.I. Joe's 200 inaugural
race weekend when Al Unser Jr. won his first
IndyCar race. (Side note: Al has been my co-driver in
a Wolf Racing Prototype the past couple of years at
endurance races - how crazy is that?)

When | went to college in 1985, my trips to the
racetrack became few and far between, but [ still
watched racing on TV and read SportsCar magazine.
Upon graduation, | purchased my first full-fledge
racing go-kart. My future wife Jenny even supported
me and helped crew most race weekends, although
she thought | was going through a ‘stage’ in my life.

The Spec Racer Ford was my first step into SCCA
racing. My dad was my crew chief and we won races
up and down the West Coast. Fast-forward 20 years.
I've been blessed to make a living in the racing
world. I own Pro Drive Racing School with Kristen
Moore, my sister-in-law, and | get the opportunity to
teach people about driving every day.

I've raced too many cars to list, but my greatest
achievement in the SCCA came this year when
| fulfilled my childhood dream of winning the
National Championship Runoffs. A moment I'll
cherish forever. Now my 17-year-old son Calvin
is racing an SRF 3 and his little brother Taylor is
excited to start racing when he turns 15. My dad
has even returned to racing with SCCA.

Racing gives me great joy on and off-track. Bench
racing with buddies has always been a highlight
when we get together and talk about the ‘good old
days,’ even when that means the race last month.
Simply put, racing is in my blood, and if you're
reading this, I'm sure it's in yours, too.”

IMAGE Rick Corwine

18 JANUARY 2017 scca.com



http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2017/TrackLink.action?pageName=18&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fscca.com

ChampionshipWinningairelessalechnolony

RFX ™ Wireless Billet Scale Systems

D)

100% 6061 T6
BILLET ALUMINUM

infercompracing.com I t -
n , +1 763-476-2531 Worldwide n ercomp

advanced weighing lechnalogy . . . by any moasure


http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2017/TrackLink.action?pageName=19&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fintercompracing.com
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2017/TrackLink.action?pageName=19&exitLink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FIntercompRacing
http://www.sportscarmag-digital.com/sportscar/january_2017/TrackLink.action?pageName=19&exitLink=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FIntercompRacing

SUSPENSION TIPS

from a Driver’s perspective -

OVERSTEER

ave you spun lately? Lost it?

Backwards? Both feet in and
hope you stop before the wall? It
probably was oversteer. Tricky,
diabolical, counter-steering
oversteer. Here are the top 10
ways you are making your racing
life harder for yourself with too
much tail-happy.

When your car rolls over

B from cornering forces, the
end that is more stiff resists it
more, taking more of the load,
reaching its limit of tire grip first,
and overloading into a slide first.
Further, if too hard, the load will
happen too fast, shocking the
tire, causing a sudden loss of rear
grip. My least favorite handing
characteristic: snap oversteer.

Rear anti-sway bar too

2 stiff. Similar to having

B too much rear spring,
too much rear bar adds another
factor. It's attached to both
wheels, twisting. When the car
leans that wheel pushes up on the
car, which tries to lift the inside
tire. Too much, and the inside
comes right off the ground - as is
the case with many front-wheel-
drive rears, and some rear-wheel-
drive fronts. Looks very cool in
pics, but not always a great idea.

Tire over-pressure.
Does your grip feel
B greasy laterina

session? Check your hot tire

1 Rear springs too stiff.

DOSITION

CT

PO

RANDY
POBST !

4 TIME WORLD

CHALLENGE pressures. If the pressures get
CHAMPION too high, it's a slippery slope.

2 TIME RUNOFFS i

CHAMPION Most DOT tires hate to be over
2 TIME SOLO AND 40psi, race tires lower. Try

4 TIME PROSOLO _ ; B
CHAMPION g onboard pressure monitors, like
2 TIME ROLEX S many current.street cars. They
24 GT WINNER & give valuable information.
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Tired tires.

4 Experienced racers

B know about heat
cycles. Every time you go out
on track, you cook your tires
and can reduce the oils that
make ‘em stick. The hotter
they get, the greater this
effect. Could the rears be
getting old faster than the
fronts? Sure. And if you allow
them to slide, you accelerate
the aging process.

Tire and wheel size.

5 Manufacturers often

B use this trick to create
stability. A bigger tire and/or
wider wheel increases rear grip
to reduce your slide-for-life. BMW
does this a lot, and racers call it
running square when they go to
the same bigger size up front.
Makes sense on a balanced car
front to rear. We tried something
similar on our Porsches, and
while it helps braking, it
destabilizes the rear-heavy
chassis. The 911 is the prime
example of using a larger rear
tire to match the load. What
| wonder, is why we almost never
see the reverse on front drivers.
Why not, manufacturers? If
| were king (crew chief), and the
rules allowed it, I'd run a big, wide
front and a narrow rear to
balance, sizing to the load. Guess
what? In that land-of-handling
called Solo, the fastest Street
Modifieds like Andy Hollis and
Jinx and Ginette Jordan's
Hondas are doing just that.
Makes sense!

Rear wheel alignment.

6 This is a biggie, and yet

M it can sneak up on you
and be hidden. Loose on power?
Add rear toe-in, this is a secret
tweak for putting power down
better. Rear toe-in adds stability.
Many stock rear suspensions add
toe-in when cornering for
stability and safety. Rear toe-out
adds instability, and a tiny bit
makes a huge difference. Perfect
for front-wheel-drive drifts!
Mid-Ohio insider thought from
out-of-the-box: Toe-in the right
rear for the fast lefts, Turns 1 and
11; toe-out the left rear for the
long, tight rights, the Carousel,
Keyhole and Turn 6. We've done
it and won there.

Often, add camber. Most
radials just love negative camber.
If you have a new Corvette,
here's an insider tip: rear caster!
Have you ever checked that in
your life? | bet your alignment
guy hasn't. On the C7 'Vette, it
affects toe steer. If it's wrong, it
will cause roll toe-out, the perfect
recipe for evil handling and the
last thing those brawny
Americans need.

Check your roll steer,
especially the rear. When

c
c
S
=
=
©
o

suspensions move and bushings
flex, alignment changes. Factory
engineers figure this out for us,
but when we modify, we enter a
brave new world. Take the spring
out, and then move the
suspension through its travel,
measuring toe every inch or two.
If it ever goes out, there's your

diabolical gremlin.
7 leaves. Engineers may
B be chuckling at my
shade-tree descriptions, but we
live in the real world, right 99
percenters? Rake is established
by front-to-rear ride height. The
roll axis. This is geometry.
Mysterious and alluring, like
Mary-Lynn Desjarlais in college
calculus class. Rake is what
jacked-up drag cars have. It has
almost no effect on weight
distribution. Don't fall into that
trap - until you turn. Then it has a
strong effect. That nose-down
angle causes the front to load
more and the rear less as it leans
over; a good way to turn-in better,
or get too twitchy. Lower rear,
more stable; higher, more pointy.

Rake - and | don’t mean

GETTING AIR

(LEFT) Stiff rear swaybars on front-
drive cars lead to three-wheeling. To
a point this is unavoidable, but too
much could hinder corner speed.

Bottoming and binding.

8 This is a biggie when
M we start lowering our

cars, which is something I, for
one, love to do. Go too far and
you'll start hitting things, starting
with your stock bumper rubbers.
These simple-appearing rubber
or foam donuts are actually quite
sophisticated now on street cars
and are the reason you don't see
tail-draggers when loaded, unlike
the old days. The truly slammed
can hit all kinds of things when
the tires are all the way up into
the wheel well. When the
suspension stops, the instant
shock to that tire causes it to
break away like a flat or an oil
slick. It's devilishly dangerous. If
your car is evil, check clearances.

Rear brake bias. If your
9 rear brakes are working
B harder than your front,
this extra sliding force will send
the tail out at turn-in, and is one
reason why you want a little

front lockup first - important
even with ABS.

Look in the mirror -

1 O it could easily be you.

M Your driving can
cause a good handling car to go
bad. That's why “Be Smooth.”
Snappy throttle or brake, on and
off, send surprises to your tire
contact patches. You are throwing
your weight around, and causing
tire drama. Yanking the wheel into
the turn throws loads to the
outside, like a wave crashing on the
beach. All that inertia will create
slides and headaches that never
would have happened with better
smoothness. Your bad driving will
cause you to chase your tail if you
blame your poor helpless car. ®
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THE
ROOKIE

Tire Rack Solo National
Championships first-timer
Peter Lindberg learns lessons
and lives dreams on the road
to Lincoln, Neb.

WORDS Peter Lindberg
IMAGES Philip Royle

f you Google poor financial decisions,

my face should be the first image you

see. | have student loans up to my
eyeballs and no degree to show for
them. | was sold my 1991 Honda
Civic Si on credit; seriously, the guy
who sold it took pity on me and told
me, "“Take the car and we'll figure out
the money later. You're the owner this
car needs, I've driven it less than six
times in eight months and it needs to
be driven and raced.” He and | have
since settled the money, but this helps
you understand the world I'min.

With that humble beginning,

| got my hands on a beautiful Civic.
The car had been owned by four
other autocrossers over 13 years
and had Tire Rack Solo National
Championships trophies to its name.
It was turnkey, nationally competitive
in STS, and had non-adjustable
Whitener Racing Bilsteins - perfect
for a novice like me with no business
messing with shock settings. It was
simple, low horsepower, front-wheel
drive, and competitive - a good
combination for me to learn with.
However, in the process of paying
for the car over several months,
I dried up the bank account | was
planning to use for my trip to the
Solo National Championships.
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(ABOVE) To make
the journey to the
Solo National
Championships
affordable, Peter
Lindberg realized he
would have to drive
his Civic to Lincoln.
It also meant that
everything he wanted
to take must fit in

the tiny hatchback.

TRAVEL LOG

(LEFT to RIGHT) The

Civic shortly after
arriving at Lincoln

It was four weeks before the Solo
Nationals and | had yet to figure out
how | was getting both myself and the
car to Lincoln, let alone where to stay
while | was there. My Civic has a stock
catalytic converter and straight-
through muffler with a turndown tip
under my butt - in other words, it's
loud. Lock yourself in the dryer with a
go-kart engine mounted to it at
wide-open throttle, and you're pretty
much on point.

My first choice was towing the car
to the Solo Nationals, but after
running the numbers for renting a
trailer and borrowing my roommate's
truck, | realized the gravity of the
situation. Towing the car would
increase the cost of the trip by $600,
or roughly four times what it would
cost in gas to drive the car the 1,800
miles round trip between Houston,
Texas, to Lincoln, Neb. | abandoned
the towing idea and ordered a set of

noise canceling earmuffs and a new
set of ear buds for $50.

Lodging at the Solo Nationals
ended up being fairly simple, as you
can camp onsite at Lincoln Airpark,
but when (not if, but when) it rains,
the airstrip will flood with standing
water and your tent will become
worthless for anything more than
keeping your soaking wet stuff from
floating away. | was advised of this,
and elected to find a roommate to

Airpark. Getting a
set of competition
tires to the Solo

Nationals meant

packing efficiently. A
large part of the Solo
Nationals is what goes
on in the paddock
after the day’s
competition ends.

Peter Lindbergimages
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COVER FEATURE

- “l was soaked and.a bunch of my ~ -
stuffin my paddock spotwas
soaked, Eu’rl 'd acheived my goal”
PETER LINDBERG . .

- T e

TRAVEL LOG split the costs of a cheap hotel room. noted that a temporary rain poncho

(TOP to BOTTOM) When the rain started falling You can spend as little or as muchas  from a gift shop isn't going to cut it. It

el a0, [ oo i s s you want on a hotel; | opted for a will rain during the Solo Nationals, so

shelter. You know things are about to get real ) ; . .

when you finally pull into the grid at the Solo Motel 6. Lincoln has lots of options as  come prepared. If you bring rain gear

National Championships. Thinking there may it is a college town, and SCCA also like you're going to go catch king crab

be a problem with the front dampers, Peter negotiates better rates at some off the coast of Alaska, you're on the

e i e pes el e linsliicmn places for you. right path. Also, bring a good rain

checked at the event - something that’s possible ) . . . .

el Tho smered peerb it Sele @mmuy £ I lucked out on packing clothes. jacket and rain paints, as well as

all converge at the same location. Suspension 3 2016 was a very mild temperature waterproof shoes or boots. It can be

surgery was easily done in the paddock. 5 year and it rained when | was able to sunny and 80-degrees F one heat and
e take shelter. That said, it should be pouring and mid 60s the next. | did my
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weather research ahead of time, but
historically the temperatures range
between 40 and 90 degrees in
Lincoln, so pack accordingly.

| packed all my stuff the week
before into the little noisemaker and
headed for Dallas in the later part of
Saturday after work. | broke the drive
up because | was by myself, but | got
the screaming Civic 900 miles to
Lincoln with my sanity intact for $70

in premium fuel after crashing for four
hours on my buddy's couch in Dallas.

I arrived on Sunday evening and
took off my 14-inch transit wheels and
tires and put on my race combo. | took
a tour around the site in my car to get
a feel for how big the place was, and
had Bridgestone mount and balance
some new RE71s I'd brought along.
They mounted and balanced for free
on site. Awesome service.

I race my Civic in the STS class,
which is an extremely competitive
class. I'm stealing this quote, but it's
essentially a spec class, or the closest
thing to it you'll find in Solo. It's a lot of
fun, but also incredibly close
competition. My class was running in
the final heat on Thursday and Friday.

The first day was on the East
Course, which was the longer of the
two courses. It had lots of places to

HEADING OUT
Peter Lindberg's
journey to the

Solo National
Championships

in Lincoln, Neb.,
started with a hope
and a dream some
900 miles away in
a Houston suburb.
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COVER FEATURE

lose time and few places to make it
back up. I'm still learning the grip limits
of my Civic, and Lincoln didn't help this
by being the best autocross surface

I have ever run on. Consequently,

I wasn't carrying nearly enough speed
around corners until my third run
when | went for broke (or so | thought),
and still left tons of time on the table.

| came out of day one in 48th place
out of 56 entries, which was ahead of
my goal of not being dead last.

ON THE ROAD
(ABOVE) Getting to
the Solo National
Championships
affordably required
Peter Lindberg

drive his 1991 Civic
there - loud exhaust,
stiff springs, race seat,
and all. (BELOW)
You never know what
to expect at the Solo
Nationals. In 2016,
Peter found a deluge.

Perry Bennett

Friday arrived, and the competitors
of STS knew our fate; rain was
supposed to rear its ugly head in
a big cell in the early afternoon.

The last heat arrived and we could
see the weather bearing down on
us - and right as we're preparing
to get started, it came downin
epic proportions. Lightning strikes
not far away and we entered a
one-, then two-hour delay.

Once the event got going again,
there were two races going on - one
race on course and another against
Mother Nature, as a smaller cell was
also on its way. First runs were wet
but not crazy, and I turned in a clean
time and prepared to dial it up a notch
for run number two. Unfortunately,
the new cell was now upon us and it
was dumping tons of water.

My second go-round was awful,
running wide everywhere until
| floored it out of the last corner, which
was a huge mistake as | missed the
rivers of water running across the
course before the finish and ended up
spinning just outside the finish chute

and narrowly missing the timing lights.

The rain let up soon after, and third
runs were a game of finding the dry
spots. At the front of the pack, Jason
Frank was unable to beat the gauntlet
thrown down by Jeff Wong early in the
heat; at the other end of the field, | was
able to put down a very solid final run
and improve my position by five places
for a 43rd-place finish. Not dead last - a
win for me.

| was soaked and a bunch of my
stuff in my paddock spot was
soaked, but I'd achieved my goal and
had a tremendous amount of funin
the process. So, yes, after my first
time attending, my take on SCCA's
Solo National Championships is this:
go. Seriously, it's a blast and you will
have lots of fun memories to recount
at your local autocrosses, and you'll
also get to see just how crazy the
level of competition is at the
National level. ®

This story originally appeared on
www.tracktuned.com. A special thank you
goes to Adam Jabaay and his crew.
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SEHROTH SHR

R A C 1

THE NEXT EVOLUTION OF HEAD AND NECK RESTRAINTS

o Certified to SFI 38.1

« High strength carbon
reinforced materials

« SlipStop belt retention
system

« Angle Independent
articulating low collar

« Rate responsive bump stop

« Belt retention winglets

« Integrated padding

« Flexible form fitting lower legs

« Two sizes: Medium and Large

NOW SHIPPING |
$575.00 _ o

SAFETY THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

o WWW.SCHROTHRACING.COM
\'-“Il.'TI‘I IMPORTED BY HMS MOTORSPORT e 855-825-2828
100 FERNCROFT ROAD, UNIT 208 DANVERS, MA 01923
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While your competition

car is neatly packed
away in the garage for
the winter, now’s the
perfect time to check
those key components

WORDS SportsCar staff

DO

ored? You shouldn't be.
B Since there are limited

SCCA events taking place
right now, this is the perfect time
to check a number of items on
your competition car you've
either forgotten about or been
too lazy to do. With a little
preventative maintenance, you'll
be able to start the 2017
competition season with
confidence, concentrating on
going faster rather than chasing
last year's problems.

THINGS

So, what have you been
remiss to inspect? Undoubtedly,
there are a ton of items. Sure,
you put the car on jack stands
and bought new fluids to put in
as the race season nears, but
when's the last time you checked
your hubs for slack? You
intended to do that midseason,
remember? But then your
transmission broke right before
that big work trip, and the next
thing you knew the Tire Rack
Solo National Championships or
National Championship Runoffs
was upon you. You got through
that event, and now what are you
doing? You're reading SportsCar
and continuing to not do exactly
what you didn't do back then.

We're not saying to stop
reading SportsCar - far from it.
Rather, read on, as we've
compiled a list of things for you
to check on your competition car
as soon as you're done paging
through this issue.
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TECHNICA!

UP TO DATE

Even if you're sure
your helmet and
harnesses don’t expire
this year, you should
still check - you

don't want to find

out during your first
event of 2017 that you
were wrong. Some
harnesses, like the
Oreca Tech H Light
(ABOVE), are both
FIA and SFl approved,
as the labels clearly
state (TOP RIGHT).
The Snell SA2015
sticker on this Oreca
Full RS helmet
(ABOVE) was located
inside the helmet on
the back, underneath
the lining (BOTTOM
RIGHT). Some

helmet manufacturers
might place the

sticker toward the
side; dig around

and you'll find it.

Philip Royle

Philip Royle

CHECK EXPIRATION DATES

Let's start with something quick and
easy. Few items in your competition
vehicle expire, but there are two you
need to keep an eye on; for Club racers,
those are harnesses and helmets. For
harnesses, the GCR mandates the use
of belts that meet the SFI 16.1 or 16.5
specification, or FIA's 8853/98,
8853-2016, or 8854/98 specifications.
In the case of SFl harnesses, the GCR

, _

states that the belts expire on Dec. 31
of the fifth year after the date of
manufacture as indicated on the label.
So, in this case, belts manufactured in
2011 will expire on New Year's Day of
2017. FIA harnesses, meanwhile,
expire on the last day of the year
marked on the labels - if there is a hole
punched in the “2016" line, your
harness needs replacing.

Racing helmets also expire, but it
should be noted that helmets used in
Club Racing have a different lifespan
than helmets used for Solo and
RallyCross. In Club Racing, helmets
holding Snell SA2005 certification will
age out on Jan. 1, 2017, meaning all
Snell-approved helmets must have
SA2010 or SAH2015 certification.
Also legal are helmets with an SFI 31.1
sticker, or helmets holding an FIA
8860-2004 or later certification, or
meeting British Standards Institute
BS6658-85 type A/FR approval.

Solo and RallyCross do not mandate
harness replacement, but they do have
rules dictating helmet replacement. In
this case, helmets with Snell Foundation
SA2000 and M2000 certifications will
expire on Jan. 1, 2017.

While modern race suits, shoes,

gloves, and fire resistant underwear
don't carry expiration dates, now is a
great time to inspect those, too. Check
seams for fraying, and double check
all stretch points for thinning, like the
elbow and knee areas. This may also
be a good time to replace your
fire-resistant socks, as those tend to
wear thin long before other items.

If you do find yourself in the market
for new equipment, there are several
options. One method enjoyed by many
a thrifty racer is to purchase last
generation equipment. For example,
you might be able to pick up a helmet
with an SA2010 certification for a
song this holiday season as
manufacturers and suppliers blow out
their old stock. That said, Snell
updates its standards every five years,
and the SA2015 standard brought
with it a number of updates you might
be willing to pay for, like more
stringent impact testing. At the same
time, recent years have brought about
a number of boutique safety
companies with competitive and
unique products, so you might be
surprised what your money can buy
now versus when you bought your last
harness or helmet.
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TECHNICAL

PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE
Fuel cells are not a
“set it and forget it”
item and should be
serviced between
seasons for maximum
life. Access to the
cell’s innards is
usually possible
through bolts at the
top (ABOVE). Once
inside, you might find
fuel pumps, foam,
and more (RIGHT).
Clean the fuel cell

as instructed by

the manufacturer.

@
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INSPECT YOUR FUEL CELL

For many of us, we won't give our fuel
cell a second thought until there's a
problem, but taking the time to give it
some attention during the off-season
will undoubtedly prevent a problem
down the road.

Not all fuel cells are created equal;
you might have a plastic drag race style
cellin a Solo car that carries just
enough fuel to finish three runs, or a
full tilt FIA-certified, Kevlar bladder unit
tucked away in your GT Club Racing
car. Each type serves its intended
purpose, but both deserve attention.

The best thing you can do for your

fuel cellis to drain it of any fuel when
your car is going to be inactive for a
lengthy period of time. If you have a
basic cell without a bladder, little more
than draining the tank, removing the
filler plate, and wiping the inside clean
is required. However, if your tank is
plastic then you should protect it from
the elements, as ultraviolet light and
extreme temperature can make the
plastic brittle over time.

If your cell has a bladder and foam
inserts, the process is a little more
complex. According to ATL Racing Fuel
Cells, “Fuel cells are best treated by
draining all fuel, and then filling with
water for five minutes and emptying.
The internal foam baffling should be
removed immediately thereafter and
dried outdoors. After wiping the bladder
dry, the foam may be cleaned and
reinstalled or replaced with new [foam)].”

Like a plastic tank, a fuel cell
bladder is sensitive to light and
temperature, so it's recommend you
storeitin adry, dark place if you
don't plan to reinstall it immediately
after cleaning.

Jack Lawson of Fuel Safe Racing
Cells tells us well-treated fuel cell
bladders should last for up to 10 years,

so as long as you are treating it right,
and you don't see any signs of wear
and tear or damage, you should be able
to continue to use it for years to come.

Unlike the bladder, the foam used to
control fuel slosh is going to need
much more attention, and very likely
replacing more than once in your fuel
cell's lifespan. ATL recommends
checking the foam every six months,
and replacing it if there are any
changes in the material’'s composition.

Make sure to follow your fuel cell
manufacturer’s recommendations and
instructions when dissembling and
reassembling the cell, and replace any
consumable items like gaskets as
directed. If you have any doubts about
the condition of your fuel cell bladder,
inquire with your manufacturer about
an inspection.
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TESTIT

Aleak down test
can be performed
at home with a
quality gauge set,
like this one from
Longacre, and an
air compressor.

PERFORM A LEAK DOWN TEST

Whether it's the hot new bolt-on power
adder, a little tweak to the ECU tune,
or lubricants that can free up
untapped power, racers will do it. But
the power you're looking for may get
lost inside your aging engine if there's
a problem at the heart of your motor.
Luckily, a leak-down test is a great way
to see where everything stands.

"We do leak-down tests whenever we
see an over rey, or if we feel a loss of
power on track or see it on the dyno,”
says Jim Drago of East Street Racing.

A compression test has been the
go-to standard for years, as it offers a
quick and easy look at the engine'’s

ability to generate cylinder pressure.
However, a compression test does little
in the way of telling where the engine
might be losing that cylinder pressure.
A leak-down test, on the other hand,
can help tell the story of an engine's
ability to hold cylinder pressure, and
should there be an excessive leak, it
can help you determine which area
might need attention.

A leak-down test can be performed
at most local repair or performance
tuning shops, typically for as little as a
few hundred dollars. You can also buy
a leak-down tester and perform the
test yourself, keeping in mind that a
quality leak-down assembly and a
large compressed air supply are
essential to accurate results.

Performing a leak-down test is no
more difficult than a compression test;
the leak-down gauge assembly is fitted
to a spark plug hole, the engine is set
to top dead center, and a compressed
air line is connected to the tester. The
percentage of leak down is simply a
matter of doing the math, calculating
the percentage of loss between what
is being fed into the engine, and what
is escaping.

No engine will read zero loss - after
all, you have metal rings trying to seal
on metal calendar walls, and metal
valves attempting to seal against metal
seats, much of which is coated in a film
of oil. For aroad-going car, a 5- to
10-percent loss represents a strong
engine, while an engine measuring a
10- to 20-percent loss will still often
run OK, but will certainly be
down on power.

In many cases, you may be able to
track down where the pressure is
escaping during the leak-down test.
For instance, if you hear air escaping
from the throttle body, you may have
an issue with your intake valves, while
air coming from the exhaust would
indicate exhaust valve troubles.
Meanwhile, air coming from the PCV,
oil filler cap, or dipstick can be a sign of
worn piston rings, and bubbles in the
coolant may indicate a more serious
problem, such as a faulty head gasket
or damaged cylinder head.

Your budget (and how competitive
you want to be during the racing
season) will likely determine the
threshold of pressure loss you'll put up
with before servicing the engine.
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This ls How Racing Shouid Be!

world-challenge.com

SCHEDUL =

¢ March 10-12 | Streets of St. Petersburg* | St. Petersburg, Fla. |
Lo April 07-09 | Streets of Long Beach* | Long Beach, Calif. |
¢ April 28-30 | Virginia International Raceway | Alton, Va. |
© ¢ May 19-21 | Canadian Tire Motorsport Park | Ontario, Canada |
® May 26-27 | Lime Rock Park | Lakeville, Conn. |
. ® June 23-25| Road America* | Elkhart Lake, Wisc. |
® July 28-30 | Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course* | Lexington, Ohio |
* August 11-13 | Utah Motorsports Campus | Tooele, Utah |

¢ September 01-03 | Circuit of the Americas | Austin, Texas | r”
® September 15-17 | Sonoma Raceway* | Sonoma, Calif. |
® October 13-15 | Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca | Salinas, Calif. | @
*IndyCar Series Weekend NETWORK
f <K 4 All races live on | TV Listings Available on
- www.motortrendondemand.com www.world-challenge.com

Feem Bor/a E 72272 MOTUL " roPLaYs

RECORD... REPLA'Y.
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TECHNICAL

CHECK IT OUT
(ABOVE) under

your car’s body is
everything from
swaybars to dampers
to springs, suspension
arms, and bushings -
and you should check
them all between
competition seasons.
(BELOW) While
many suspension
components can be
visually inspected, it's
agoodideato have
your shocks tested

on adyno to find out

what's going on inside.

EVALUATE SUSPENSION COMPONENTS
Unless you had an off-track excursion
or nailed a pothole on the way to a
Solo event, why would you give your
suspension components a second
thought? After all, it was OK the last
time you rolled off the grid. But the
reality is if you don't check those
suspension components now, you'll
probably regret it later.

Items like shocks and suspension
bushings are wear items, and they
should be given a solid visual
inspection regularly. Road grime has a
nasty habit of being attracted to the
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lubricant used to keep bushings
moving freely, and even just a thin film
of oil on a shock shaft can lead to dust
and dirt building up around the outer
seal. "Do a visual inspection,” advises
Lee Grimes, KONI America Automotive
Product Manager. “Clean everything
up and look for leaks, or physical
damage to your shocks and struts.
Make sure all of the adjusters function
smoothly, and that they have the
correct range of adjustment. Leaks or
adjuster irregularities can be
indicators of internal problems.”

The type of dampers you are
utilizing will determine in large part
the service interval required. “Ifit's a
street-based shock that adjusts right
and has no leaks, you can go five years
between services,” Grimes estimates.
“Areal race shock is not made to
cover 50,000 or more miles - a real
race shock needs to be tested and
serviced more frequently. [Testing]
once a season is awesome, but testing
it on the shock dyno and rebuilding
every two to three years is pretty
standard. | took a rough ride at
Mid-Ohio during the 2016 Runoffs, so
you can bet I'm going to dyno and
inspect all of mine.”

Like with any maintenance, don't
put shock service off until the 11th
hour as the process can be lengthy.
“Typically, it takes about three weeks
to turn around a set of shocks,” says
Thomas Haugg, of Performance Shock
Inc., a KONI authorized service center.
“We try to work with the customer,
and we offer an expedited service for
an additional fee.”

Surprisingly, the time of year seems
to have little impact on the speediness
of shock service (“We stay pretty busy
year-round,” says Haugg), so you'll want
to do it when it makes the least amount
of impact to your race schedule.

Bushing service typically won't
involve an outside vendor, unless you
find yourself in need of a replacement.
Simply removing any built-up dirt and
grime and giving them a good
onceover will tell you a lot. If you've
removed your shocks for service,
now'’s a good time to cycle the various
parts of your suspension by hand - if
you detect any binding, further
attention may be warranted. Applying
the appropriate bushing lube as
directed by the parts manufacturer
should be all you need to get
back on track. ®
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RaceQuip

Best Value in Safety Since 1975!

SFI 3.3 Nomex® & Suede Gloves
« Exceeds SFI 3.3/1 or 3.3/5 Ratings
- Single Layer or Double Layer
Nomex® Knit Construction
- High Grip Suede Leather Reinforced Palm
« Colors are Black, Red and Blue w/
Grey or Black Suede
« Soft, Supple and Comfortable
« Stocked in Kids Sizes & Adult XS - 3XL

Snell SA2015 Helmets

- Fiber Reinforced Polymer (FRP) Hand Laid Shell
+ HANS / HNR M6 Threaded Inserts Installed

- Distortion Free 3mm Polycarbonate Low Fog Shield
- Tear-Off Posts Hand Ratchet To Eight Positions
- Silicone Eyeport Gasket Seals Out Dirt

- Available In White, Gloss Black, Gloss Steel, Hot Pink,

SFI-1Single Layer Gloves.............cccccoounnerrrurenne $39.95 Flat Black and Carbon Graphic

SFI-5 Double Layer Gloves.................. ..$49.95 e e

SFI-5 2 Layer Long Gauntlet Angle Cut......... $59.95 . PRO15 Full Face (Shown) ..................... from $198.95

SFI-5 2 Layer Long Gauntlet Outseam........ $69.95 PRO15 Carbon Fiber Graphic........................ $288.95

SFI-5 2 Layer Long Gauntlet Outseam wy/Elastic ... $69.95 - : PRO15 Side Air $248.95

W % AN PRO15 Top Air $279.95

Q [ ¥ Vesta15 Full Face $348.95
\ﬁ | OF15 Open Face $168.95

SF13.2A Suits *l ‘.

« Exceeds SFI 3.2A/1 or 3.2A/5 Ratings | |

- Pyrovatex® FRC and Nomex Construction L SFI 3.3/5 Racing Shoes

« Suede Leather Upper

- Pyrovatex® Flame Retardant Liner
+ Molded Flexible Rubber Sole

- Padded Ankle & Arch Support

« Fresh, Stylish Designs

- Black Epaulets, Belt, and High Back Collars
- Contrasting Arm & Leg Stripes

« Black Wrist and Ankle Cuffs i
« Heavy Duty Brass YKK Zippers |
- Pleated Back Panel for Flexibility '
« Colors are Black, Red, and Blue ‘J
» Stocked in Kids Sizes and Adult Small - 5XL \
SFI-1 Single Layer Suit...........coeveuenens from $99.95 ‘

SFI-5 Multi Layer Suit........................ from $259.95 |

Black SFI 3.3 Underwear
Top

Basic Race Shoe (size 8-13)....................
Carbon Race Shoe (size 1-20)................

Bottom

Socks

from $59.95
from $59.95
$24.95

SCCANow 1 Layer Hood

$24.95

Allows 5 Year

2 Layer Hood

$39.95

Use Of
SFI Belts!

SFl and FIA Harness Sets

+ SF1 16.1, 16.2, and FIA 8853/98 Sets Available

« Premium 3" Polyester Webbing

« 4pt, 5pt, or 6pt Designs

» Wrap Around, Bolt-in, or Snap-in Mounting

» Available with HANS Shoulders

- Now available in Black, Red, Blue, Yellow, Purple,
Platinum, Green, Pink and Camo

Latch & Link from $69.95
HANS Latch & Link .............cccococcrvvcioone from $89.95
Camlock from $139.95
HANS Camlock from $179.95

ONLINE ORDERS ARE SHIPPED FROM THE NEAREST STOCKING DEALER.

WWW.RACEQUIPCOM -513-642-6644
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Four skills you need to learn
during the competition off-season

SportsCar staff /

e're no home improvements
network, but we do know people
(especially SCCA members) love
to learn. It's basically all we do. We wanted
to enter a motorsports competition, so
we learned how to enter an event, then we I
worked on becoming a better racer, then
we figured out how to set up a more
competitive car. Along the way, we also
learned how to tow and what to pack for

an event, yet no matter how much we

learn, there's seemingly an endless list of ,/"——/,/ /

things we don't know. Let's change that. /
We currently sit in the doldrums of ;

SCCA competition. Sure, there are

Regions lucky enough to host events

year-round, but for most, December is a _/./ -"""'..

time of wishing we could use our

competition cars. So, since we're not at

the track or Solo pad right now, let's learn

new skills to help in the coming year. What

follows are four do-it-yourself skills the

SportsCar staff has found invaluable in

their competition endeavors, and thinks
you should know, too.
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CHANGE YOUR OWN TIRES
You need a tire changer. Like, now. If
you're serious about SCCA
competition and you have a garage
at your house or condo, buy a tire
changer. We're not talking about a
manual tire changer, either. Nope,
we're talking about a pneumatic tire
changer like the ones used in tire
stores. What's that? “But those things
cost $2,000,” you say. We say you're
wrong. In fact, we say they cost as
little as $600, or maybe less.

OK, you got us, the overall price
isn't $600; it's actually a few hundred

CYCLING OUT
When tire shops
replace their aging
equipment, that’s a
great opportunity

to buy a perfectly
good tire changer for
pennies on the dollar.

iStockPhoto.com / mladnét

“Ayear of private use by an

SCCA member could be
equal to one week's worth of
use in a dedicated tire shop”

bucks more if you don't already own a
decent air compressor. For what most
SCCA members will be doing with a
tire changer, a 30-gallon, 90psi
compressor will get the job done - it
might tax the compressor a little if
you're blasting through multiple sets
of tires, but for the most part, it'll do.

Back to the $600 tire changer - in
the SportsCar office, two staff members
have purchased tire changers for their
home garages. The reason was both
the inconvenience of taking tiresto a
shop, and the bill the shop hands you
at the end; you can spend anywhere
from $50 to $100 having a shop
dismount and mount a set of tires, and
they'll get them done sometime today,
guaranteed. Doing it yourself means
you can change the tires on your own
schedule, and the cost is the electricity
used to power the tire changer and air
compressor. So, where are these
magical $600 tire changers? Well,
they're used, and you'll find them
everywhere from the tire shop you
currently use, to an ad on craigslist.

One of the two tire changers owned
by our staff is a high-quality Corghi
purchased directly from the tire shop
he used to use - they mentioned it was
for sale while he was having tires
changed, and about $600 later, he
owned it. The other tire changer a
staffer owns is a Talyn, which is a
cheaper brand. Originally found on
craigslist for a little less than the price
of the Corghi, the Talyn was being sold
by an aftermarket tuner shop that
discovered less expensive tire
machines can't mount 22-inch tires.

While both tire changers were used,
the reality is that a year of private use
by an SCCA member could be equal to
one week's worth of use in a dedicated
tire shop; in other words, a unit that is
“worn out” for one use might still have
years of life left for another. Case in
point, both the used Corghi and Talyn
tire changers have delivered years of
services in our personal garages with
no significant maintenance.

As for actually changing tires, it's
not difficult. For the job, you'll need a
couple of tire irons (Harbor Freight
sells inexpensive ones) and tire paste
(buckets can be ordered via Amazon).
You'll also need to know how to use
the tire changer, and for that we
recommend asking the tire shop
you're buying the changer from to
give you a demo. When you forget
what they said, search YouTube.

The next topic is balancing tires.
Interestingly, the same staffers who
own tire changers have also discovered
that for most production-based cars
traveling less than 120mph in
competition, balancing is not completely
necessary. But if you disagree, those
same tire shops also sell their old tire
balancing equipment, too.
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STICKING TOGETHER

Having a good, affordable welder on hand
(BELOW) allows you to fab up projects
at home (ABOVE) before heading to a
professional to complete the job - thus
ensuring your mufflers don’t fall off.

LEARN TO WELD

Yes, you should learn to weld. No,
we're not crazy. And, no, we're not
talking about using your newly
discovered skill to build a rollcage.
Rather, use the ability of sticking two
pieces of metal together wisely,
moving up to bigger projects - and
even then, don't build a rollcage.

Welding is a great skill, even if
you're not good at it. We discovered
long ago that with a 110-volt MIG
welder and a little patience, tools and
brackets can be fabricated with ease,
and you can even get more ambitious
and build something like an exhaust -
but as we said, be smart about it.

Recently, we removed a stainless
steel exhaust from a pickup truck we
were testing, and rather than tossing
the near-new piping, we repurposed it
onto one of our racecars. We ordered
anew header, a couple Burns
Stainless race mufflers, some V-band
exhaust clamps, a couple feet of
spare exhaust piping, and then set to
chopping the truck's exhaust into
usable bends and straight pipes with
a chop saw. With an HTP MIG 140
welder, we tacked the exhaust in
place and then took the tacked pieces
to a shop for finish welding - like we
said, we're not crazy, so we rarely rely
on our welding to hold things
together for long.

Let's pause for a moment. The HTP
MIG 140 welder costs about $1,000,
which is a lot of money to spend on a
something we're not going to use to
finish the job. But at the same time, by
tacking the exhaust and taking the
pieces to the shop for finish welding,
we saved both time and money.

Taking a competition car to a shop
is a headache. In many cases, it
requires loading the car onto a trailer,
towing to the location, finding
somewhere to unload the car, and
then doing everything in reverse when
the work is complete. Then there's the
money. By only bringing the exhaust
pieces, the shop said we saved at least
$300 versus them putting the car on
the rack and building the exhaust
themselves. Granted, $300 is not
$1,000, but project after project,
savings add up.

Cost aside, there's also a sense of
accomplishment. In this case, not only
did we build an exhaust exactly the
way we wanted, but we can also say
we built a custom exhaust. So, yes,
you should learn to weld. No, we're not
crazy. And, no, we're not talking about
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building a rollcage. What we are
talking about is developing your skills
beyond driving - and you get to wear a
cool welding mask.

COMPLETE YOUR OWN ALIGNMENTS
Production-based competition cars
are susceptible to alignment miscues,
due to the slipping of things like
cam-style adjusters in A-arm cars or
crash bolts in strut suspension. It takes
little more than a small pothole on an
autocross course or dipping a tire off
the racing surface at the track to put
your alignment out of spec, not to
mention the fact that you might want
to actually test a new alignment
setup. A trip to the alignment shop in
the middle of a competition weekend
is usually out of the question; so
having the ability to make changes
on the fly can be an invaluable tool.

If you're handy with math you
can perform an alignment with
little more than a level, a tape
measure, jack stands, and string, but
investing a few hundred dollars into
proper alignment gear will save you
a lot of time, and easily pays for itself
over time.

A basic set of toe plates and a
camber gauge is a great starting point
for the weekend warrior. If you don't
know how to use the tools, it's best to
start off with a known good setup -
this gives you something to compare
your numbers to the first time you lay
your hand-held camber gauge up to
your wheels, or whip out the tape
measures and toe plates. Be sure to
keep notes when you make a change
SO you can go back to your baseline.

While it won't always be easy to
find trackside, a piece of level
ground is essential to help ensure
accuracy when aligning your car. A
large level is useful for finding such
a spot, and any number of items can
be used under your tires to help
level things if you can't locate a
desirable location. Also, it's great
practice to have your tires set to
your competition pressure when
performing an alignment.

At the alignment shop, your car
will be sitting on a set of slip plates
to help eliminate any suspension
bind that might give inaccurate
readings, but those are costly and
not exactly convenient to tote to
events. A low-buck alternative is to
spread grease between a couple of
sheets of stainless steel, Delrin, or
nylon - some people have even

done the same trick with plastic
trash bags. The idea is to allow you
to turn the front wheels from side to
side without a lot of resistance.
Adjusting a car's alignment is
typically straightforward; a quick
glance at your factory service manual
(or the instructions for aftermarket
items like crash bolts) should show you
what items to manipulate and how tight
to torque those fasteners when you
are done. Once you get comfortable
making alignment changes, you will
wonder why you ever spent all that
money, and time, waiting for someone
else to do the work.

“You can perform an
alignment with little more
than alevel, a tape measure,
jack stands, and string”

CUT VINYL GRAPHICS

From Solo to Club Racing to RallyCross
and RoadRally, every car that competes
in SCCA events is required to have some
kind of visible class or number
designation. Blue tape on the doors
works in a pinch, but there's nothing
better than having visually pleasing
numbers and class designations cut to
the rules-legal size on your competition

THAT WAS EASY

Aligning your own car might seem overwhelming at first, but with tools as simple as a camber gauge
(ABOVE) and tow plates (BELOW), you can dial your car in at home or even during an event. We
recommend, however, starting with a good baseline alignment you can measure to ensure accuracy.
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CUTITOUT

Vinyl cutting software
(ABOVE) isn’t always
intuitive, but once you
figure it out, it's easy
to cut vinyl at home
on your very own
vinyl cutter (RIGHT).

VIRTUALLY FREE
Stickering our EP
project car used less
then $10 in vinyl,
and allowed us to
resize stickers to fit.

purchased for $20 for a 24-inch by
10-yard roll. Over the years, we've
discovered we primarily use black,
white, and silver vinyl, so we make
sure to always keep those colors in
our cupboards; at the same time, we

used more than you'd think.

sheet of vinyl is a breeze, but logos

vehicle. But having vinyl cut is often
inconvenient, so why not do it yourself?

Tired of having to find sign shops
willing to cut stickers to fit our needs,
some of SportsCar's staffers invested
in a vinyl cutter to make racecar
projects easier. There are a variety of
size options available, but we chose a
28-inch cutter with a stand from
USCutter.com for about $270. Vinyl
of various colors can then be

when it comes to importing files, and
unless you're familiar with
manipulating EPS image files in a
separate program like Adobe
lllustrator, you may find cutting
sponsor logos is not in the cards. But
even if you're limited to cutting

cutter a great investment.

N

also stock pink and gold, as those get
Cutting numbers and letters from a

aren't as straightforward. Vinyl cutting
software isn't always the most intuitive

numbers and letters, you'll find a vinyl

Before you jump in, you'll need the
tools of the trade. Companies that sell

vinyl and cutters also sell starter kits;
that said, all you need from those kits
are a couple good X-Acto razor knives
and a roll of transfer paper.

Once you've set up your vinyl
cutter and cut some numbers and
letters, you'll need to "weed" the
vinyl. Weeding is a process of
removing unwanted vinyl from the
vinyl sheet, leaving just the part you
want to apply to the car. Next, stick
the vinyl on to the transfer paper and

“Cutting numbers and letters
from a sheet of vinyl is a
breeze, butlogos aren't
as straightforward”

trim around what you printed - this
will leave you with a sticker that's
familiar to anyone who's ever seen
vinyl stickers prior to application.
Once you're ready to apply the vinyl
on the car, peel off the backing paper
(the vinyl will now be on the transfer
paper), and apply the vinyl to the car.
Depending on the size of the vinyl
numbers or letters, you may want to
apply the vinyl wet, which allows you
to move the vinyl a little once on the
car. For this process, application fluid
and a small squeegee are useful.
Does everyone need a vinyl cutter?
No. There are sign shops all across
America specializing in this service,
and they do a great job. That said,
owning your own cutter offers a
freedom you never knew existed when
it comes to how your competition car
looks - and it has become one of
SportsCar's "must have” items. ®

Richard S. James
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Rallycross Championship trophy in 2016. He and Volkswagen Andretti Rallycross teammate
Tanner Foust combined for eight victories this season, earning Volkswagen its first Red Bull
GRC Manufacturer's Championship title. Along with the team’s six other podium finishes this
year, that's a lot of trophies. We're running out of space on the mantelpiece. Volkswagen
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n the world of Solo, swaybar

modifications are things almost

any class enjoys. Effectively, if your
car came with a swaybar, chances
are the rules allow for it to be
changed; and if it didn't come with
one, you can probably add it. This
works out well because a correctly
adjusted swaybar can be a highly
effective tuning tool for making any
car faster. “Swaybars," reveals Guy
Ankeny, who works in the Damper
Works division of FR Sport, “are one
of the most important things on
your car."” Ankeny should know.
Beyond being one of the go-to
suspension authorities in the Solo
community, he's also a multi-time
Solo National Champion who has
turned wrenches on everything from
Solo cars to professional race
sedans to formula cars. “Stable
doesn't mean fast,” he explains.
“Stable means easy to drive, and is
generally more confidence inspiring.”

For softly sprung Street category
machines, taking advantage of the
allowance to change the swaybar of
your choice can make a big
difference in not only corner grip,
but also transitional speed, and how
your car accelerates off a turn. “For
a rear-wheel-drive car, a front bar is
for sure the best way to go,” says
Ankeny. “The thing the front bar
does is not only keep the front of the
car from leaning so it will transition
quicker and keep the car flatter
pretty much everywhere - which is a
great thing - it also gets more rear
grip.”” A rear swaybar, Ankeny
explains, generally takes away rear
grip, basically lifting the inside tire.
"“So, if you are having power-down
issues, you surely wouldn't want to
put a bigger bar on the rear of a
rear-wheel-drive car.”

If you happen to pilot a front-
wheel-drive, or all-wheel-drive car,
your choices, unfortunately, are
slightly less clear. One school of
thought is to run a bigger front
swaybar to help limit body roll and
minimize camber loss, but that
typically comes at the cost of
acceleration, as the swaybar
transfers load from the outside to
the inside tire causing it to try and
lift. “A front-wheel-drive car is

CORNER EXIT

Front swaybar rate can have a big impact
on a rear-drive car, particularly when it
comes to getting off a corner quickly.
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In Solo, the right swaybar could be the
final touch that puts you at the top of the
results sheet. We talk to suspension guru
Guy Ankeny for the tricks of the trade

WORDS Jason Isley | MAIN IMAGE Jeff Loewe

'
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obviously slightly different
because you are limited by inside
wheel spin and other things, so
you let that dictate what size
swaybar [you run] - more wheel
spin on a stiffer [front] bar and
less wheel spin on a softer bar if
you don't have a limited slip,"”
says Ankeny.

Because of the tendency for
the larger front swaybar to
increase wheel spinon a
front-drive car, the better choice
is typically a larger rear swaybar.
Alarger rear bar helps free up
the rear of the car while
transferring load to the front
drive tires. You may give up some
transitional speed with the
relatively softer front setup, but
this is typically more than made
up for by the ability to rotate the
car in long-radius turns, and the
added corner exit grip the front
tires gain. The same is often true
for all-wheel-drive cars.

“Most of the all-wheel-drive

guys will run a bigger rear
swaybar because they can't
make the car rotate,” says
Ankeny. “You don't want the car
lifting the inside rear tire but, at
the same point, steady state the
cars generally understeer so
badly that you have to mask it
with something else.”

For Solo cars not limited to
original equipment springs, a
swaybar is still a very effective
tuning tool - but used slightly
differently. “You are trying to use the
swaybar more as balance for steady
state cornering in a car where you
can do more modifications, wherein
a stock-based car it may be the only
thing you can do,” says Ankeny.
"You are trying to get power down,
or keep the platform more level so
you can maximize the grip you have
onthetires.”

Before you open up the
Winnebago catalog and order the
largest swaybar in the world,
remember there are always

some tradeoffs. By its nature, a
swaybar takes some of the
“independent” out of
independent suspension. “If one
tire hits something, it really
affects the other one,"” says
Ankeny. “Sometimes you have to
run a big bar, but there are
drawbacks to it - you don't get
something for nothing.”

Most popular vehicles will have
plenty of off-the-shelf swaybars
available, but others are not so
lucky. The good news is that with
a little engineering you can often
come up with the perfect match
via a custom-built swaybar. This
is not nearly as frightening or
costly as it may sound.

“I'look at a little bit of
everything, the spring rates that
the car has, what the motion ratio
would be, and what the car is
being used for,"” Ankeny explains
when designing a one-off swaybar
setup. “If you are using Hoosiers
versus a 200 tread wear tire,
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you're going to experience more
body lean, so you are trying to
counteract that.”

Seat time at a Solo eventis a
highly prized commodity, and
typically no one ever gets
enough of it. When it comes time
to dialing in your swaybar, it's
good practice to make a change
that will actually make a
difference. In other words, don't
just creep up -going too far can
get you just as much useful data.

“If I had to pick something,
| would generally go bigger, and
then come back down to earth,”
says Ankey about trying out a new
swaybar. “In other words, make a
big enough change where you feel
it; the more you use them, the
more you will understand them.

“A lot of times we say, ‘It's just
oversteering or pushing this
much, so I'm just going to make a
little change’,” he continues. “Well,
you can make a tiny change and
sometimes you can hardly tell
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Rupert Berrington

Jeff Loewe
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that there is a difference - you
have to make enough of a change
that you can tell you are going in
the correct direction.”

Along those lines, Ankeny
emphasizes how important it is
that any adjustable swaybar be
easy to adjust. “Having a bar that
is adjustable is important, and
the easier it is to adjust is even
more important,” he explains.
“Having a bar that takes half an
hour to adjust is almost a waste
of time, because you can't test it
back to back.”

The most common adjustable
swaybars feature predrilled holes
that allow you to independently
adjust each side, altering its

stiffness by a few percent - but
there are other options as well.
“The blade bar is the easiest,"”
says Ankeny. “It has a great
range of adjustment, and is so
quick to adjust. Some of the ones
I've built can be adjusted in less
than 15 seconds, and that is key
when trying to adjust carsin a
quick period of time."”

The speedway style, Ankeny
says, is nice, but he has a
preference on how those are
adjusted. “You can get arms that
are predrilled or even drill your
own, but | like slotting it the best.
Slotting it makes it easy to adjust.”

No matter what you decide for
a swaybar, don't overlook the

PICK YOUR POISON
Vehicle platform, and the
desired behavior, will
influence your swaybar

tuning choice. (ABOVE) An
all-wheel-drive car may have a
tendency to drive like a front-
wheel-drive car, but still needs
to put power down via the rear
tires. (LEFT) Too much front
bar on a rear-drive car can
result in understeer. (FAR LEFT)
Contrary to popular belief,

it is possible to make a front-
wheel-drive car oversteer, but
you can find the right balance
by playing with swaybars.

rest of the system. Items like
adjustable end links can help
even original equipment
swaybars perform better, as they
allow you to tune out preload.
"It's basic common sense on
those," says Ankeny. “Making
sure the bar does not have
preload in it - it makes the car
more consistent, easy to drive,
and offers repeatable results.”

While this may be a lot to
digest, the take-home tip is that if
you have an adjustable swaybar
on your competition car - use it.
And, if you don't have an
adjustable swaybar and the rules
of your class allow it, what are
you waiting for? ®

Jeff Loewe

BOUND UP

One of the most
detrimental things to your
car’s handling can be
suspension that doesn't
move when it's supposed
to. A bound-up sway

bar can mask itself as
many different handling
issues, and keep you
scratching your head for
days. “Probably one of
the most important things
on the sway bar is fo
make sure the brackets
that hold the sway bar do
not pinch it and keep it
from rotating,” says Guy
Ankeny. “l would say that
90-percent of any sway
bar systems |'ve looked
at where a person is
saying the car is pushing,
we disconnect two of the
links on the sway bar and
none of us can physically
move the bar. It's very
common on Corvettes;
from the factory, the bushing
is almost bonded to the bar.
It shouldnt be - it should
move freely in there.”

In some cases, it's
simply a matter of
remembering to service
the bushings with the
appropriate lubricant on
a regular basis; in other
cases you may need fo
relieve the bushings to
allow the bar to move
freely. Either way, it's
time well spent.
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ROAD TRIP
(ABOVE) SCCA's Solo
department now tows
its big trailers with

a pair of 3500HD
Chevy Silverados.
(RIGHT) Logging
major mileage
requires a comfy
interior. (FAR RIGHT)
SCCA's tow rigs

often act as recovery
vehicles on site.

F ‘

A half season of use later, we look atthe SCCA Solo department's
new fow rigs to see how they've fared | WORDS Philip Royle

nJune 2016, SCCA announced a
partnership with Chevrolet, where
Chevy would become the official truck
of the SCCA. On its face, this might not
seem to affect the membership; the
reality, it turns out, is quite different.
You see, this venture brought with it
new Chevy trucks for SCCA's Solo
department, meaning the Tire Rack
National Solo Series equipment trailers
would traverse the country behind

Chevy Silverados. If those trailers didn't
make it to their destination, thousands
of SCCA's most diehard autocrossers
would be left in the lurch.

There's one person who knows this
reality more than anyone, and that's
SCCA Project Manager Clancy
Schmidt, since his driving accounts for
half of the miles logged by SCCA's Solo
department. "I tow about 35,000
miles a year for the National Solo

Series,” says Schmidt, who also drove
a semi for SCCA Pro Racing's Formula
4 series this year. “As a racer myself,

| tow to three or four road races a year
in my own truck pulling my own
20-foot enclosed trailer.”

The trailers the Solo department
pulls to more than 20 events
nationwide are not small. “For Solo, we
now have three trailers,” Schmidt
explains. “The Timing and Scoring
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trailer is 28-feet long and weighs
about 16,000Ibs. It's a nice dual-axle
trailer with electric brakes and spread
axles. The trailer we take for tech is
also 28-feet long, but depending on
how it's loaded, it's around 14,000Ibs.
We pull these two trailers with 2016
Chevy Silverado 3500HD Crew Cab
duallys with the 6.6L turbo-diesel. The
Match Tour/RallyCross trailer is
20-feet long and weighs about
10,000Ibs loaded. We pull this with a
Chevy Silverado 2500HD four-wheel-
drive Crew Cab diesel.”

When it comes to truck selection for
towing, Schmidt says the priority is,
quite simply, choosing a rig that will
get you where you're going.
“Reliability is foremost,” says Schmidt.
“Think about it - were the Solo timing
trailer to show up a day late, or not at
all, it would really mess up a major
Solo weekend.”

Having the right equipment,
Schmidt says, is vital. “I've towed with
equipment that was way too
inadequate,” he admits. Too little truck
for the job at hand is something
Schmidt, who used to own a company
that produced high-end trailers,
staunchly advises against.

“I'd say for towing anything over

10,000Ibs you should seriously
consider a dually,” he says. “There is
less stress on the truck and less stress
on the driver. You don't have to chase
it all over the road, and you have
decent brakes. It's way safer.”

For many enclosed trailer loads
Schmidt sees SCCA members pulling,
he advises against a half-ton truck for
the same reason: safety. Once you've
stepped up to the three-quarter-ton or
one-ton truck, then you can start
looking at other options. “Heated
seats are nice,” Schmidt laughs, “but
a/c seats are the sweetest thing.”

SCCA's Chevy Silverado trucks,
Schmidt notes, have all the bells and
whistles. “I love the SiriusXM radio and
really love the navigation system. The
seats are comfortable for an 11-hour
day - twice a year we work 12 hours a
day for a three-day weekend and then
put together four 11-hour driving days
to get to the next event.”

But in talking to Schmidt, what was
possibly the most telling was an offhand
comment that meant the world. “The
seats are comfortable, the mirrors are
good, the trucks are quiet, they ride
great, and the brakes are fantastic,”
Schmidt sums up. “I'm a Ford guy and,
frankly, I love these Chevys.” ®

HEAVY LIFTERS

Ultimately, picking a new heavy-duty truck to tow your racecar comes down to
the numbers. Here’s what you need to know about the latest Chevy Silverado

2500 and 3500 truck lineup:

CAPACITY 5TH WHEE(
MODEL ENGINE HP LB-FT (TONGUE) GOOSENECK) PAYLOAD
2500HD  6.0LV8 360 380 14,500lbs 14,800lbs 3,534lbs
2500HD  6.6LV8diesel 397 765 14,500Ibs 18,000Ibs 3,275lbs
3500HD  6.0LV8 360 380 14,500lbs 14,600lbs 4,390lbs
3500HD  6.6LV8diesel 397 765 14,500lbs 17,5001Ibs 4,335lbs
3500DRW  6.0LV8 360 380 14,300lbs 14,300Ibs 7,153lbs
3500DRW  6.6LV8 diesel 397 765 20,000lbs 23,200Ibs 5,5871bs
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EVENT REPORT

THREE TO GO

In the rundown to the final race
weekend, Trans Am competitors
head South for intense racing and
two challenging racetracks

WORDS Clark Trexler, edited by Philip Royle

IMAGES Chris Clark

s the series headed toward
A its final showdown of the
season at Daytona
International Speedway, the
Trans Am series hosted two very
intense weekends of racing, one
coming the weekend of Oct. 15
at NOLA Motorsports Park and the
other during the Nov. 5 weekend
at Circuit of the Americas.
At NOLA Motorsports Park,
Paul Fix captured his fourth win
of the 2016 Trans Am

54 JANUARY 2017 scca.com

Championship with a flag-to-flag
victory. The win put Fix just one
point off the points leader at the
time, and defending TA class
champion Amy Ruman, who
finished second in that weekend's
race. In TA3, Randy Mueller
secured the TA3 championship
despite finishing sixth in class,
while Steve Streimer captured
his second victory of the yearin
the class and Dave Ricci secured
his first career win in TA3.

For Fix, the victory saw the
culmination of a second half
surge through the points, with a
single point separating him from
Amy Ruman; combined with Cliff
Ebben just nine points behind Fix,
the TA class was poised for one of
its most dramatic finishes in
recent memory.

“I've just been keeping my
head down,"” says Fix. “The guys
have been putting together a
great car. We had some setbacks

early onin the year, some
mechanicals and stuff like that,
[but] the guys have been spot-on
the last few races. They've given
me the opportunity to really
concentrate on putting down
consistent laps and focusing on
wins, and that's been the key."”

In TA3, Streimer, who began
the race on pole, fended off early
challenges from Mueller as well
as plenty of multi-class traffic
and a hectic restart to capture
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TRANS AM

STAR DRIVERS

Paul Fix pushed hard and
claimed TA wins at both NOLA
and COTA (LEFT). Meanwhile,
Dillon Machavern (BELOW)
finally had his weekend come
together for a TA2 win at COTA.

his second victory of the year - but
post-race celebrations were also
taking place in Mueller's paddock
space as his sixth-place finish
secured him the TA3 championship.

“Everyone at Epic Motorsports
has put a lot of effort into this
Championship,” says Mueller.

"l get to do the driving, | get to
look like the hero, but our team is
what makes it happen.

In TA4, Dave Ricci emerged
victorious after a race-long battle
with Spencer Caudle after
pole-sitter Ernie Francis Jr. was
forced to pit with a failing
half-shaft.

In a separate race, that day,
Tony Buffomante led every lap of
the TA2 race, maintaining the
lead on every lap despite strong
challenges from Justin Haley and
Shane Lewis throughout the
race, eventually securing his fifth
TA2 win of the year.

“We needed this,” says
Buffomante. “We've been
manufacturing ways to win these

last few races, but needed to find
the speed - and we found it.

Three weekends later, the
Trans Am series headed a little
to the west to Circuit of the
Americas in Austin, Texas, where
Paul Fix began the day on the
TA pole and finished the day
on the top, also capturing the
Trans Am championship points
lead with one race remaining. In
Trans Am's production classes,
Tim Kezman capitalized on the
late mechanical misfortune of
Ernie Francis Jr. to secure his
second TA3 win of the year,
while Todd Napieralski captured
his first TA4 win of the year and
fourth podium appearance.

In the standalone TA2 race,
Dillon Machavern emerged
victorious atop the 22-car TA2
field, outlasting a 102.81-mile
race that saw four official lead
changes and an hour-long battle
with defending TA2 champion
Gar Robinson. Machavern would
take the lead on the 25th lap of
the 30-lap race, eventually
growing the lead to four seconds
before the checkered flag flew.

“About halfway through the
season we really ran into some
bad luck,” Machavern admits. “We
were struggling with mechanical
issues but finally have made our
way back on top. We were strong
all weekend and knew we'd have a
good shot come the race. TA2 is
super competitive, and you're
always going to be run hard up
front. You have to be able to keep
it relatively clean, keep the car
relatively straight and keep the
tires underneath it.

The final race of the weekend
will have already occurred by the
time you read this, with results
appearing in the next issue of
SportsCar and on Trans Am's
website, www.gotransam.com. ®
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RACING ROOM

CLUB RACING

GATHERING DATA

Just because National Club Racing is over for the year doesn't mean the CRB isn't
|’1Cll’d at WOI’k | WORDS Jim Wheeler, Chairman, Club Racing Board | MAIN IMAGE Mark Weber

fter alullin the action

following the 2016 National
Championship Runoffs presented
by Garmin VIRB, the Club Racing
Board handled slightly more than
200 letters at our Nov. 1 meeting.
While it sounds like a lot, thisis a
pretty typical number of letters
as everyone takes their last shot
at rules changes and competition
adjustments for the new season.
But going through the letters
and making adjustments isn't
straightforward this time of
year, as we had data gathered
at the Runoffs to also weigh into
the equation.

At the Mid-Ohio Runoffs, we
had data boxes on a very large
cross section of the cars. Although
we don't go strictly by data from
the Runoffs for any adjustment,
Mid-Ohio happens to be a very
good track to use for data
gathering. Unlike when the
Runoffs was at Daytona in 2015,
which is an atypical track
compared to the rest of the tracks

in the country, Mid-Ohio offers a
little bit of everything. Glen
Thielke Jr., one of our Race Data
Technicians from the Milwaukee
Region, worked all Runoffs week
installing and retrieving data
boxes from cars in many classes.
Thielke, who is semi-retired,
spent 30 years in quality,
engineering, and manufacturing
management before becoming a
teacher and consultant at a
technical college, put AiM data
boxesin all P1 cars as well as data
boxesin AS,T1,T2,and F5 cars,
logging close to 1,000 laps of data.
“The process of getting the boxes
in and, especially, out of the cars is
awork in progress,” Theilke says.
"It definitely needs some tuning
as | couldn't keep up - lots of miles
in the paddock. I had minimal
issues with the drivers. Most
were extremely cooperative.”
Putting the boxes in cars is
one thing - going over the data
afterward is another. “Data
analysis took more time than

anticipated,” Theilke admits,
“about 20 hours a week from the
conclusion of the Runoffs until
the first week of November."

It should be noted that the
Advisory Committees cannot
view the raw data; rather, SCCA
staff and CRB members not
involved in the subject classes
view the raw data and provide
Advisory Committees with
screen shots from which to figure

possible competition adjustments.

We are very careful to prevent
anyone from gaining an unfair
advantage by having access to
data from cars in their classes.
The next face-to-face CRB
meeting will take place on
Thursday, Jan. 19, at the SCCA
National Convention in Las Vegas.
We will be spending time on
future plans for Club Racing and,
although this is a closed meeting,
we can take some time to meet
with fellow racers. If you will drop
me an e-mail before the event,
| will try to set aside some time

KNOWING

IS HALF

THE BATTLE
(LEFT) At the
2016 Runoffs,
the CRB placed
data boxes in
every P1 carin the
field. (BELOW)
Let the CRB know
your thoughts on
various topics,
like the 2018
Runoffs proposal,
at crbscca.com.

for you with the CRB (contact
information for all CRB members
can be found by logging into
www.scca.com). By convention
time, we should have a handle on
the data that was gathered during
the season and at the Runoffs.
And, finally, by now you may
have noticed in the December
Fastrack some recommended
changes for the 2018 GCR that
would allow for new U.S. Majors
Tour classes. This is part of our
proposal to separate Majors classes
from the Runoffs - a new class
could race in the Majors but would
not necessarily be invited to the
Runoffs. There will also be a
method (a return of the 2.5 rule)
that would let undersubscribed
classes be dropped from the
Runoffs but still be able to runin the
Majors. Majors races and the
Runoffs would be used to figure the
average participation as it applies
tothe 2.5 rule. Read the rule
carefully and submit any comments
to the crbscca.com letter system. ®
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LEAVING THE LINE

HOW TO WININ STREET PREPARED

Want to win on one of SCCA's hottest Solo categories?
We talk to multi-time Solo National Champion
Brian Peters to get the skinny on Street Prepared.

WORDS Paul Brown | MAIN IMAGE Perry Bennett

B rian Peters is a name many
autocrossers know. The 2015
recipient of the Solo Driver of
Eminence award, his claim to Solo
fame came in part due to time spent
competing in rear-wheel-drive Street
Prepared cars. In addition to titles in
FS, STU, and SSR, Brian also has
National Championships in CSP
(Mazda Miata), DSP (BMW 3-Series),
and ESP (Ford Mustang), and it's with
these cars that our questions lay.
When it comes to Street Prepared,
Peters does not think it takes a

100-percent car to win a National
Championship. That said, Peters thinks
CSP may be the class at the sharpest
end of the spear these days. The NC
Miata that delivered his first
championship was selected as much
for its on-course potential as it was for
being a tolerable daily driver. That said,
Peters is also aware that the car was a
better tool for the slippery asphalt
surface at Heartland Park Topeka than
it might be for Lincoln's concrete.

Peters is convinced that there is a
lot more variety of competitive

WINNING EDGE
Brian Peters has
become very adept
at setting up rear-
drive Street Prepared
cars, like the DSP
BMW (ABOVE)

and ESP Mustang
(RIGHT) he collected
Solo National
Championships with.

vehicles now than we usually see
competing at the National level. Just
because the car you have isn't the
choice of all the lemmings, it could be
capable of winning - and not just
locally. But, in his mind, there are
some universal truths. For example,
you need as much tire under the car
as possible, he says. For most Street
Prepared cars, that means the
275/30-15, 285/30-18, or 335/30-18
Hoosiers, depending on gearing
needs, vehicle size, and clearance
issues. Some car builders get obsessive
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NATIONAL SOLO

RACING RESUME
Brian Peters (RIGHT)

has seen success
in a variety of
cars, picking up
Solo National
Championship
titles in everything
from Stock to
Street Touring to
Street Prepared.

B

e

about keeping a car as narrow as
possible, but Peters says the big tire is
more important. Beyond re-gearing
via tire size, Peters also advises to look
at update or backdate choices for both
transmissions and final drives; the
ratio found in the automatic-
transmission cars may be different
from what came with the manuals.
Next comes maximizing power,
minimizing weight, and dialing in aero
and suspension. An intake, exhaust,
and tuning are a must, Peters
explains. For some cars, there are
off-the-shelf options, while for others

“Higher spring rates
allowed us to keep the
center of gravity low”
BRIAN PETERS

Rupert Berrington

Rupert Berrington

you'll be heading to a fabricator. Then
you need to do what you can to
minimize weight. Think about aero
(yes, Peters says, it matters at
autocross speeds), a good limited slip
differential, and consider damping
options, with mono-tube design being
Peters' preference. With everything
else in the ballpark, suspension tuning
will bring all the components together.
"l put an emphasis on transitional
speed when tuning all my cars,” says
Peters. “If the driver can keep up,
there is almost always more time to
be had in the transitional features on
an autocross course. The car
absolutely needs to dance.”

Peters says if you don't notice the
differential when driving, it's probably
pretty good - but getting to that
point may be an iterative process. For
some cars, a basic Torsen may be all
that's needed; otherwise, OS Gikens
are a great choice, and some other
options can be just as good. In any
case, a tunable differential is a big
plus, as being able to get on the
power early is huge.

Peters does not have a massive
database of spring rate information.
He starts out talking to people in
similar cars (not category dependent)
to get his baseline, but his eventual
choice is going to be determined by
testing - lots of testing. Pay attention
to ride heights and suspension travel,
he says. “One of the benefits of tuning
the ESP Mustang with higher spring
rates allowed us to keep the center of
gravity low yet still avoid bump stop
complications,” he says, noting that
spring rate changes will come from
what you find during testing. He also
suggests you put another good driver
in the car to get their feedback.

“Make it easy for the driver,” Peters
says - and by that he means to use a
supportive seat that doesn't flex, and
install a small steering wheel, all in a
configuration that's in a good driving
position. He also says modern a/c
systems are quite light and are
probably not worth removing.

So, how do you build a winning
Street Prepared car? According to
Peters, start with something
reasonable, do your homework on
every aspect, test everything, and
then do more testing. Spring Nationals
at the Lincoln Airpark site, Peters says,
is a great opportunity for testing that
counts. And, if you happento be a
Driver-of-Eminence-caliber driver, that
doesn't hurt. @
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SHIFTIN" GEARS

SCCA FOUNDATION

ARCHIVES UPDATE

With the SCCA Archives now in its new home in Watkins Glen,
the SCCA Foundation checks in with an update.

WORDS & IMAGES Jeff Jacobs

he SCCA Archives, a massive

collection of SCCA's history and
other Club collectibles, has a welcome
home at the International Motor Racing
Research Center (IMRRC) in Watkins
Glen, N.Y., along with a professional
staff eager to explore, preserve, and
enhance the richness of the collection.
Earlier this year, the Research Center
hired head archivist Jenny Ambrose
who will be leading a team of
assistants in their work on the SCCA
Archives. The task ahead of them is
formidable, but it's also a labor of love.

The first order of business will be

creating a full written inventory of the
contents of every box in the collection,

with materials transferred to
archival-quality containers as needed
for preservation. The written inventory
willinclude "finding aids" to allow digital
searches for materials in response to
inquiries from SCCA members and the
public. In time, the digital inventory will
be available online and searchable by
anyone - but there are things to do
before we reach that point.

The next phase of activity willinclude
digitizing the archive contents to
facilitate member access and give us
the ability to research our Club'’s past.
Materials may be reorganized into
sub-collections, and opportunities to
expand the collection will be explored.

THE GOAL

The SCCA Archives
are currently being
sorted. When the
process is finished,
our Club's archive
will resemble

other archives
housed by the
International Motor
Racing Research
Center (LEFT).

HIDDEN GEMS

(ABOVE) Initial
sorting of the Club’s
archives has already
uncovered memorable
motorsports posters
and event programs.

The SCCA Foundation is facilitating
these activities with annual funding of
at least $30,000 for the next four
years. This makes SCCA member
participation in Foundation fundraising
particularly important, not only to
meet the annual funding requirement
but in the hopes of exceeding it since
the more funding we provide, the
more archivists can be hired to work
on the collection and the faster it will
be available to everyone.

Research Center Executive Director
Tom Weidemann was enthusiastic
about the plans for incorporating the
SCCA Archives into the materials
already available at the IMRRC.
“Space is our number one issue at this
point, so we have a plan to expand the
current building with a three-story
new structure on the lot next door,” he
explains. “Ideally, we'd like the new
building to include a room dedicated
to the SCCA Archives as well as the
John Fitch Archives we just received.”
The family of SCCA Hall of Fame
member Fitch donated a significant
collection of trophies, photographs,
clippings, entry lists, and race
programs from
1949-'66.

It should be noted
that even while
inventorying and
organizing the
current SCCA
Archives, SCCA
members may still
add to the collection
by donating
memorabilia
through the IMRRC.
Prior to sending
anything, however,
members should
contact Weidemann
or Ambrose to verify
the materials are appropriate for the
SCCA Archives collection and that
there is physical space available to
receive it. Any item of memorabilia
that members want added to the
SCCA Archives must be designated to
that specific collection in writing when
the donation is made, or it becomes
part of the general collection
belonging to the IMRRC.

More information about the IMRRC
is available at www.racingarchives.org.
Donations in support of the SCCA
Foundation's funding of the work
on the SCCA Archives can be made
through the Foundation web page
at www.sccafoundation.org. ®
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FRONT LINE

SCCA'S STELLAR VOLUNTEERS

DIFFICULT DECISIONS

Tom Brown discusses his path to becoming a race steward, and lessons
learned olong the way | WORDS James Kearney | MAINIMAGE Courtesy Tom Brown

S ome people are uncomfortable making
judgment calls, but not Tom Brown - he's
been doing it all his life. Now retired, he was in
the appraisal business for 40 years. While
working the job that brought him to Texas
from his hometown of Milwaukee he had to
establish the going value of the franchises at
U.S. National Parks like Yosemite,
Yellowstone, and the Grand Canyon. Making a
judgment on a racing incident is not going to
cause him to lose sleep.

He has three goals. He wants to reach the
correct decision; he wants the racers involved
to know that he listened to every shred of
available evidence; and, perhaps most
importantly, he wants the process to be
respectful of all. "l raced myself and I've
helped my son, Darren, race at a high level.

I understand the commitment of time, money,
and energy that goes into the racing effort.
Difficult decisions need to be made, but

I don't want to disrespect anyone.”

Tom started back in the mid-1960s doing
time and distance rallying. He began with a
TR3, moved up to a big Healy, and later drove
a Corvette. He got to know all the F&C folks,
as they were often the same folks involved in

the rally program. He went road racing with a
GP MG Midget, running Road America,
Blackhawk Farms, Grattan, IRP, Mid-Ohio, and
the Milwaukee State Fairgrounds. He took a
break from the Club from the mid-1970s
through the '80s to raise his kids, but he says
they brought him back to it later on.

After moving to Texas in the '90s, he raced
an ITB Mustang and was a steward at the
same time. “We didn't get a lot of protests
down our way,” he says. Of all the different
steward roles, he leans toward the Black Flag
Steward, sometimes known as the Steward of
the Course. "You are close to the action and
available to both drivers and crew. When you
talk with a driver in pit lane you get a real
sense of him.”

If a report has come in, Tom will stop a
driver and ask: “Were you passed under the
yellow?" The driver under suspicion will also
be questioned before exiting the pits. Tom
notes that if the drivers are not unhappy with
what has occurred they are likely to let it be.
He recalls a National Championship Runoffs
race at Heartland Park Topeka that was
decided by a very close margin and resulted
in a steward's inquiry into rough driving.

"l came out of a room to find the top two
finishers chatting amiably about their race.

| asked them if either of them was upset and
they said, ‘Quite the opposite.’ If they are not
aggrieved, why should we get into it?”

Obviously, that is not always the case, and
Tom acknowledges that driver-to-driver
protests are the hardest ones to call. Feelings
can run high. “But it's part of the job,” he says.
“If you go to work in a foundry you know it is
going to be loud and hot. If we have to penalize
someone, we do it. But just because you are a
steward doesn't mean that you have to go
about it in an arrogant manner. I've been
thanked by drivers that I've penalized.”

In-car camera footage and other videos
have been a great source of help in
determining if someone has misbehaved. At
the Runoffs, they may access the
SpeedcastTV video, although that may slow
things up a bit. Due to the size and
significance of this event, they will have up to
four courts with three stewards each ready to
go at all times. “We may not see a lot of
daylight, but that's what we're there for. At
Mid-Ohio, it was not too bad and | actually
saw six or seven races.” When he can, he likes
to take in the small-bore production races, as
that's where he got his start.

Tom believes that keeping things civilized
and communicating that he is willing to listen
to each side as long as they have something
to say is key to how the process should work.
“In the '60s and '70s, some of the stewards
were almost abusive,” he says. “We don't
want it to be that way.”

While stewards may be called to make
tough decisions, Tom doesn't feel any need to
restrict their social interaction. “We don't
want any elitism in the stewards program. We
want all drivers to be able to talk to us about
anything that's on their mind. Being friendly
and approachable is a very good thing.” ®

STEWARDS AS COUNSELORS

“We're here to ensure that the competition is
fair, even, and safe,” says Tom Brown. “People
don't always understand the degree to which
we fry to guide competitors, to get them fo see
how their approach is too wild or too rough. For
example, we spent a tremendous amount of
time talking with a rookie named Tom Thrash
who seemed to always end up in the spotlight
for the wrong reasons. We'd ask him if he could
see if he could have made any better choices,
etc. Finally, the light came on. Tom went on to
become a National Champion in EP. Tragically,
he passed away too young and he is no longer
with us, but | think about how unfortunate it
would have been for us to be dismissive of him.
We would have prevented this champion from
reaching his peak. It's much better for us to
guide them rather than bludgeon them.”
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Mechanics Course shorter / much more affordable!
32-year injury-free safety record!
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Quality Customer Service along with Professional
Communication Products have made SRC the
Industry Leader in racing communications.

Fram intro Start Systems through ALMS/Grand Am "3
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FIRST GEAR

SECOND

THOUGHTS

Atage 23, Cameron Maugeri might be relatively new to
racing, but his Runoffs resume proves he is a force to be
reckoned with |

xcept for a quirky, intermittent

misfire in his STU Lotus Exige and a
lap four restart that didn't go as well as
it might have, Central Florida Region’s
Cameron Maugeri might be relishing a
National Championship Runoffs
victory right about now. Instead, the
23-year-old Daytona resident, while
pleased with his second consecutive
Runoffs runner-up finish, views the
2016 finish with “kind of mixed
feelings,” and is looking forward to the
forthcoming season and perhaps
another shot at a Runoffs title.

"] was excited to get back on the

podium at the Runoffs, but it didn't
exactly go as planned,” he said about
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James Heine

Mark Weber

his Mid-Ohio experience. “The Lotus
ran well even though we had a little
misfire, which didn't really hurt us
much. It's just the way the race went
that hurt us a little bit - dropping back
a few spots and then getting held up
for four or five laps.”

At Daytonain 2015, Cameron
finished second in Touring 1 to First
Gear alum, fellow Southeast Division
driver, and multiple Runoffs Champion
Andrew Aquilante. That race had its
hardships, too, Cameron recalls,
because he finished the last lap in his
Boss 302 Mustang with a tire going
flat. Still, he finished ahead of three
former National Champions, which -

all things considered - was a great
result for a Runoffs rookie.

“Throughout the race, | was just
trying to concentrate on my own race
by keeping my head down and running
fast laps,” he said at the time.

His two Runoffs experiences were
totally different, because Mid-Ohio
was a new facility for him, Cameron
says. "I had never been to Mid-Ohio. It
was a new track for me. We had to
absolutely be on our ‘A" game the
whole week. Fortunately, our setup
was not that far off, and we did well.”

We caught up with Cameron a few
weeks after the 2016 Runoffs and not
long after Hurricane Matthew had
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made its October landfall along
Florida's Atlantic coast. Fortunately,
Cameron says, he and his family live
inland a bit from the Daytona
coastline, and while they - like almost
everyone else in Hurricane Matthew's
path - had “prepared for the worst
and hoped for the best,” they and
their immediate neighbors essentially
“dodged a bullet” because of the
last-minute track of the storm.

"We definitely got lucky,” he says.

As with many First Gear candidates
who have appeared in this section,
Cameron's introduction to motorsports
came through his family. Dad, Rick, is
himself a racer and a 2000 class

winner at the Rolex 24 Hours of
Daytona, where he, John Finger, Doug
Mills, and Andy McNeil piloted a
Chevrolet Camaro to an AGT victory.

"When | was little, my dad used to
do a lot of track days,” Cameron says.
“Then he moved up and actually did
the 24, 1 think, five times. He got a
first, second, and third.”

Needless to say, the senior Cameron
was a big influence on the aspirations
of his son. “He's the reason | want to
be aracecar driver,” says Cameron.

Cameron describes his family - dad,
mother Dina, brothers Brett and
Spencer, and twin sister Jordan - as
“pretty close-knit. We do a lot
together. Every time I'm at the
racetrack, they're there to support me,”
he says. “And, anything they need, I'm
obviously there to support them.”

FORWARD
TRAJECTORY
Cameron Maugeri
collected his second
second-place
Runoffs trophy at
the 2016 Runoffs.

Rick Corwine

In addition to his family, Cameron
credits Alex Krugman of Kriigspeed
Racing and Dave Janse of
BTl Motorsports with offering him a
“tremendous amount of support” and
advice. "It wouldn't be possible
without them,"” he says.

Like his dad, Cameron has now
dabbled in professional motorsports
as well, having run a couple pro series
including a Trans Am race at Daytona.

Away from the track, Cameron
focuses on school - he's a senior
majoring in business management at
the University of Northern Florida -
and on working on and building cars
for himself. As for this year and the
coming season, “l hope to continue
driving the Lotus for Alex Krugman
and Kriigspeed Racing,”

Cameron says. ®
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With an SCCA competition license in hand,

COMPETITION DRIVING DIRECTORY

world-class circuits become your playground.
While all too many enthusiasts spend their
time dreaming of racing wheel to wheel,
SCCA members can turn those distant
dreams into breathtaking reality.

SCCA-approved, multi-day Drivers Schools
take students from zero to hero, teaching not
only high performance driving, but also tips
and tricks to maximizing your track time.
A number of schools also teach advanced
driving and racing techniques, from threshold
braking to trail braking to making the most of
the situation when the green flag drops.

But the first step is contacting one of the
schools presented here. Then it's time to go fast...

EBeNBDURANTT

BONDURANT SCHOOL
OF HIGH PERFORMANCE
DRIVING

Bondurant Road Course,
Chandler, Ariz.
bondurant.com

(800) 842-7223

The best, is an absolute phrase.
You can't be more or less best,
Jjust like you can't be more or
less original; you either are or
you aren't. For over 49 years,
Bob Bondurant has dominated
the automotive industry with his
continued expertise in advanced
road racing techniques. Bob
Bondurant School of High
Performance Driving has
accelerated both professional
drivers and motorsports
enthusiast around the world

to exceed their highest level of
competition. Bondurant has
brought forth more world-
renowed victories than any
other racing school ever.

@

ZRIDGESTONE
RACING ACADEMY

g e st el Sl T—y

BRIDGESTONE

RACING ACADEMY
Canadian Tire Motorsport
Park, near Toronto, Canada
race2000.com

(905) 983-1114

Offers huge exchange rate
savings! We're also very proud
of our 32-year injury free safety
record! Our 2017 Mechanic/
Racing Courses are much more
affordable (course fee $590)
with much more on-track driving
time! We enthusiastically invite
comparisons of our (SCCA
accredited) race license course
(particularly the speed of
progression and the wheel-to-
wheel racing activities on day 3)!
Drivers will enjoy our MODERN
Van Diemen formula race cars
(170HP, sequential shift, Piin
wheel dash)! New track paved 3
years ago, almost twice longer,
multiple configurations, wide
runoffs and very few guardrails!

6

o

EXR RACING SERIES
SCHOOL

Las Vegas, Nev.

Los Angeles, Calif.
exrseries.com

(702) 802-5641

EXR Racing Series is open to
drivers of all levels. New racers
can attend the three-day SCCA
Pro License course to acquire
the skills and experience
necessary to get on the grid.
Taught by a team of current,
professional racing drivers,

we emphasize one-on-one
coaching using the EXR LVO2
racecar. Plus, we have the
latest in driver data acquisition
that accelerates your learning
curve with additional analysis.
More experienced drivers can
also benefit from additional
coaching and track time at
either of our two facilities

that are open year round.

2 SCHOOL

(4]

PETTIFORD'S.

W GO4IT
: RACING SCHOOLS

www.goditservices.com

GO4IT

RACING SCHOOLS
Louisville, Col.
Goditservices.com

(303) 666-4113

We are open seven days a
week, year round. We are

an SCCA Full Competition
License issuing school. We offer
driver coaching, corporate
events, transportation, vehicle
development, and arrive and
drive. We have multiple tracks
and championship winning
racecars - or use your own
racecar. Since 1985, our
mission has been to be the best
in quality private instruction
for cars, motorcycles, trucks,
and RVs. We specialize in basic
through competition, one-on-
one instruction, and teach you
“the sequence” and strategy
that the top drivers in the world
use, at your own speed.
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PORSCHE SPORT

DRIVING SCHOOL

Barber Motorsports Park, Al.
porschedriving.com

(770) 290-7000

Students will be exposed to the
most highly refined racing
methods and techniques
available. We offer introductory
courses up through the most
advanced driving curriculums.
Learn skills from past and
current champions. All of our
instructors are top professional
drivers. The exciting and
challenging 2.38-mile Barber
Motorsports Park road course
offers 16 turns and over 80ft of
elevation changes. As the only
Official Porsche Driving School in
North America, PSDS offers the
opportunity to experience all
currently available models.

PRO DRIVE RACING
SCHOOL

Portland International
Raceway, Ore.
www.prodrive.net

(503) 285-4449

Are you an aspiring racer? Have
you always had the need for
speed? Then the Pro Drive
Racing School is the destination
for you! 2016 SCCA National
Champion Todd Harris will
personally teach you the fast
way around Portland
International Raceway in our
Spec Racer Fords. Our school is
accredited by the SCCA, so you
can earn your competition racing
license and then go racing with
the Pro Drive Racing Team at
race tracks all over the United
States. Live in your world, come
raceinours!

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

PRESENTED BY

BONDURANTT

RON FELLOWS

PERFORMANCE DRIVING SCHOOL
T SPRING,

SPRING MOUNTAIN
MOTOR RESORT AND
COUNTRY CLUB

Las Vegas, Nev.
springmountainmotorsports.com
(800) 391-6891

Spring Mountain Motor

Resort and Country Club is

the exclusive home to the

Ron Fellows Performance
Driving School, Cadillac
V-Performance Academy, and
Spring Mountain Racing. Spring
Mountain is also the official
North American distributor of
Wolf Racing Cars. The resort
offers a variety of services,
including performance driving
instruction, track rentals, team
building activities, performance
vehicle sales, and more.

NEW AT BONDURANT:
FIAT TRACKSIDE EXPERIENCE

The Bob Bondurant School of High
Performance Driving is proud to
present our latest program: the Fiat
Trackside Experience and Road
Rally. Two separate days of driving
excitement featuring the Fiat Abarth
500 and the brand new Abarth
124 Spider. Whether you want to

participate in
autocross and track
exercises or spend
the day touring
scenic Arizona, this
program has
something for
everyone.

WATERFORD HILLS

N Eae N NN
—_J

\

)=
poadnacinggdzi

WATERFORD HILLS ROAD
RACING SCHOOL
Clarkston, Mich.
www.waterfordhills.com
drschool@waterfordhills.com
Looking for an affordable and
accredited SCCA racing Drivers
School? The Waterford Hills Road
Racing (WHRRI) competition
driving school is designed for
drivers wishing to compete in
wheel-to-wheel racing. For over
50 years, WHRRI has been the
launchpad for SCCA National
Champions. Offering a strong
focus on safety, communications,
car control, passing, starts,

and more, it is the only SCCA
accredited school in the Great
Lakes Division. Upon successful
completion of the school, you
will have earned your SCCA
Novice Permit and may racein
hundreds of races across the
nation. The school's track is also
one of America's most historic.
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The £ best in brakes
PERFORMANCE® RACING BRAKE PADS
FRICTION
BRAKES //
Your largest, most knowledgable source
[HME] for racing brake pads & parts!!

L R

o Y ' '
@ brembo Don’t forget to ask for your

TECH NASA or SCCA discount!!
gm- Porterfield Enterprises 1767 Placentia Ave Costa Mesa, CA 92627

(949) 548-4470 www.racebrakes.com

Specify a complete system in a single compact unit

o Customisabie features wsing a range of enhancement options, including:
GPS data logging, output drivers, CAN recehe & more.,

= Compact ultra-thin aluminium case

= Fully configurable unit. dsplay any variables, adjust display brightress
and contrast for day and night modes

= Display data from analogue sensors, CAN bus or ECU

2 30ac ancd race rady disphay

ioportracing.com
-800-949-5712

TRANSPONDERs it M Li/O port BT

. RACENG SuPrars

MYLAPS

TIMING

HEAD
RESTRAINTS

FIRE SYSTEMS FUEL SYSTEMS
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Retail Store 175 Passaic St Garfield, NJ 02026
Sales@StableEnergies.com (973) 773 -8177
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Fast, Free Shipping - Club Discounts - Expert Advice
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HORSEPOWER!
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-USES STANDARD | 3/1 6" SOCKET
-WoN'T CORRODE
-RACE PROVEN STRENGTH
-IN STOCK, READY TO SHIP!
- SIZES:
7/187-20, | 2MM-20,
1.27-20, | 4MM-1.5, | 4MM-2

GHIGKEI\IHAWKRI‘II\IG

ioportracing.com
1-800-949-5712

+Bolt-in Roll Cages
for SCCA and Club
Racing Completely
pre-fit Weld-in cages  + Competition Roll Bars
for Solo I, and

+Options such as ) A
time trials

NASCAR-style door
bars, X-bracing and
many others

(205) 608-1156 | Fax: (205) 608-1441

*Headers for many
makes and models

E-mail: info@KirkRacing.com

The Future
of Fire
Suppression

Lifeline Zero 360
2.25 Fire Marshal with
Novec™ 1230 Fire Suppressant

Compact FIA-approved system for the club racer. Legendary Lifeline quality in a
steel cylinder for the budget conscious racer looking for excellent firefighting ability
and weight reduction in comparison to the standard 4.0L system. Kit includes pull
cords, 6 nozzles, tubing and fittings, and the latest anti-torpedo FIA type brackets.

Q

$699

Cylinder weight 8.6Lbs, Diameter 5", Overall length incl lever 11” SYSTEM PRICE

Official US Sales, Distribution,
and Service Center

Full range of industry-leading Novec™
and AFFF fire suppression systems

Lieline usa

Champions of Safety
Tel: 540-251-2724

www.lifeline-fire.com
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Improve your lap times
with the best selection of products
from the brands you trust most (AiM, CDS,
MoTeC, Race Technology and Stack). Speed up
with Veracity Racing Data and benefit from our
competitive prices and top-notch customer service.

SHOP ONLINE,
S
N

ANYTIME!
veracityracingdata
veracitydata.com | 805.238.1699
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Over 50 Years of Serving SCCA Members!
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Racing Clutches
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Stroker Kits
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2400 Mountain Dr., Birmingham, AL 35226
(205) 823-7278 gofast(\‘paeco com

WWWw.paeco.com
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Flywheels
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* O.S. Pistons -
Copper Gasket
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Racing Parts
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Modified Heads

PAECO

Imports

Cranks
knife-edged

" [PEGASUS

Beta Tools Motorsports Distributor |8

" Unmatched selection, prices, and

inventory of silicone hose

R o m%
Stocking distributor of MS20271 h

Apex universal joints (all 8 sizes in stock) K\k\%

Pegasus Auto Racing Supplies 1-800-688-6946 order line
2475 South 179th Street 1-262-317-1201 fax line

New Berlin, WI 53146 1-262-317-1200 tech line

PegasusAutoRacing.com

Ather Advanced Site Search™ « Detailed item descriptions
Real-time stock status - Technical information & articles

Jongbloed Racing
S2hA - ETZS 8: ETIO
E30D - ET15 & ETZ5
Silver or Black - $119
Team Dynamics
=P - BTZS & ETAD
E3D - ETZS
Silver orF Black Starting At- $119

ﬂﬂcfg{? Components.

PARTE SHOCKs seErvicE 231.767.8586

c.ullwood

/" DISC BRANES

SCCATA/2
Spec Legal
Front & Rear
Brake Systems

Shop online anytime - portcityracecars.com
Order a free catalog at info@porteityracecars.com promo code: SCCA
Check us out on Facebook for upcoming sales events and specials!

comprent motor sports

Road Racing Preparation & Fabrication

OUR SERVICES

* Road Racing Preparation
* Fabrication & Welding

e Transmission Repair

* Data Installation & Repair
* Ground Up Restoration

* Formula Enterprise Gen 2 &
Gen 3 SRF Rentals available
* Part Sales

@rrp

Fire & Salety Systems Lid.

EAST COAST DEALER
Sales & Service for
Lifeline Fire Systems

SRF & FE/ESR
Customer Service
Representative

AURORA

BEIRIG (OHPAINT

Swift 014/016 Tansmo e e

(706) 543-1797

Providing Quality Service to the Racing Industry since 1988
www.comprent.net | Athens,Georgia
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SPORTSCAR MARKETPLACE

W.RACING-STUFF.COM

13" 1zstt"r el? 16" ort

asp race/solo

ul 13" 14" 15"

J AT pa c8 13" 15" 16" 17"
Averill Racing Stuff A ph.248-585-9139
Madison Hts, Mich (LKL fax.248-585-9242

SR et

Aero
 Hundreds Performance air fillers

O  atlracing.com
o S &)
O 0000

SINCE 1970

atlracing.com
800-526-5330 atl@atlinc.com

+ Carbon- — — ;
keviar =K FP= ) ofdiferent ULTRAILIGHTWEIGHT/RACINGMUFFLERS
brakes configurations
ANeMSeNASIHARDWARE
A better performance edge... Madison Hts, Ml 48071
www.racing-stuff.com ® call 248-585-9139 WWW.COASTFAB.COM 714-842-2603

New patented
collector designs

Exhaust development
and manufacturing

Fal 5 el %
: J‘ﬁ;ﬁr]ﬁ‘- el | All types of race engines
o= | current to vintage
949.581.2181 www.hytechexhaust.com
12 Hammond Dr., Suite 203, Irvine, CA 92618

855.97EAGLE c WWW.EMCCUSTOMSHOP.COM

T — Racing Simulators
I O popt lo':g;;g::rsg;::gm ¥ Racing Simulator Packages ﬂr | —— . .

v Components and Upgrades
RACING SUPPLIES « Real Wheel & Pedal Conversions| =

Club Radio S P
stems -
from $659° |t RICMOTECH
FOR WINNING Record your radio transmissions h b

COMMUNICATIONS! onto your in-car camera.

ZERO 360 Systems ZER0 2000
o Latest Novec ™  Unique foam

. extinguishant extinguishant
Champions of Safety o Unique remote discharge e Specially
o Ultra lightweight designed

* Compact size atomizer nozzle
FIA and SFI Approved ¢ Sales & Service in the USA
INDUSTRY LEADING FIRE KNOCKDOWN CAPABILITY
QUICK RELEASES _ RAIN LIGHTS ROLL GAGE PADDING
(714) 847-1501 ST
www.subesports.com ool
Exclusive N.A. distributor of Lifeline products. &

OIL COOLERS: Mocal + Setrab ¢+ Laminova @HYFEHI:I:ILE_"“-
- www.mﬂcal usa.com Precision Suspension Coils 1

P Lt

LAMINGYA
waler (o ofl coolers | l— » Available for all Applications
» More Travel » Less Weight

= ﬁ . ; » Accurate Rates
i sales@batinc.net

Distrihutr: BAT Inc. 941 355-0005
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CALLTOLL-FREE (800) 722-7140 | BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

GRAPHICS

Easy Online Ordering izoomgraphics.com

Sales

www.injector.com

marrem fuel injection

Service

Dependable Knowledgeable
Since 1986 (203) 267-FUEL (3835)
SMARTSTRINGS

The one and only fully
portable 4 wheel (.,

PRODUCTS

SWARTRACING A

alignment
tool.

SMARTGAMBER

Provides absolutely repeatable
digital accuracy without bubbles or dials
to approximate. 5" to 22" wheels.

smartracingproducts.com

Visit us at
v CDSRacingData.com
' to learn about our
new products!
QMV
ING©" . .cDSRacingData.com

LARGE*  MEDIUM* SMALL*
1x  $653  $330  $156
3x  $583  $287  $139
6x  $525  $254  $125
12x  $480  $240  $120
MINIMUM BILLING: $120

*Contact ad department for exact
measurements prior to submission.

50words 1x $39 +photo $64
50words 2x $54 +photo $100
50words 3x $73 +photo $134
50words 4x $86 +photo $164

. MINIMUM BILLING: $39
: MAXIMUM WORDS: 50

NEXT AVAILABLE ISSUES:
MARCH 2017

Safety Issue

Reserve space by: December 21
Materials due: January 4

Mails: January 30

APRIL 2017

Information Issue

Reserve space by: January 18
Materials due: February 1
Mails: February 27

CONTACT OUR AD DEPARTMENT
TO PLACE BUSINESS CLASSIFIED:

Nicole Szawlowski

. 949-417-6722

Nicole@racer.com

TO PLACE PERSONAL CLASSIFIED:
Call (949) 417-6705, or email
. classifieds@racer.com

counts...

Trusted...

..for ower 30 years as the
leader in quality, design,
ion, and customer

to bringing

in street and
track suspansion
and handling producls for
WOuUr car.

Suspension Systems

530-677-8600
Hours: 9-5 « M-F P57

groundcontrolstore.com

= RACING =
COMMUNICATIONS

HPDE Instructor/Student
Intercom System

any halmet

W helmet

2=Way Radio Helmet Kit te
HPDE Syitem Adapter

“Starter” Two-Way
Radio System
Vertex Standard
VX-160 Radios
16 channels « 5 watts
For the Car/Driver

800-990-9941

www.racingcommunications.com

USED GOODYEAR AND OTHER
MAIJOR BRAND RACING TIRES
ALL10-,13-,14-,15-,16-, 17- and 18-inch sizes.
Latest compounds, half to full rubber.
Low prices, quick service. Phone any time.

(262) 740-0180

JBRacingtires@shcglobal.net
www.JBRacingtires.net

—iSuspension

-
etV 5 Systems
5

530=677 = BE00 #-F 5-5 5T
ground-control.com
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SPORTSCAR MARKETPLACE

CALLTOLL-FREE (800) 722-7140 | PERSONAL CLASSIFIEDS

22 OPEN WHEEL | SPORTS RACERS Y
A

2002 TATUUS FR1600 > Tatuus
Monza carbon fiber chassis. Rear
diffuser, adjustable wings. Sealed
140hp. Renault 1,600 fuel injected
engine. 5-speed sequential
transmission. Electronic dash and
data logger. Radio communication
system. Automatic lap timer. 0Z alloy
wheels, extinguisher system. Tilt-bed
trailer and spares. First 20K,
California. Contact:

(707) 449-8304.

2006 RADICAL SR3 > Carbon and
Matte Bodywork. Carbon Rear Wing
Fresh 1,550cc dry sump by Moon's
Super Cycle FCR 41 Keihin carbs. CDS
data system, hot weather cooling kit.
Gear drive cooler, high downforce kit,
wide V8 wheels. V8 big brake
upgrade. Price: $25,000 0BO.

SCCA PROTOTYPE 2 > Ralt
chassis, 12A bridgeport, Beasley
body. Finished 5th at the 2016
SCCA Runoffs. P2 track record
at Sebring set in January 2016.
Runoffs time only on engine

and gearbox. Carbon front and
rear diffusers, carbon wing,
multiple wheel sets. Many
spares. $19,900. Contact:
group3@naplesbeachproperty.com

TOHR WFI SPORTS RACER > Buy
now to go to race the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway in Sept. 2017. Full
carbon fiber body with full tunnels
and includes tunnel blocks for P2 or
simply remove for P1. Strong stock
GSXR engine, flat shifter, 2 sets of
wheels, jacks, poured seat, side fuel
fill, AiM dash and full data system.
Fully sorted and ready to race.
$39,750. Call Dr. D. at
(937) 609-3726 for full details or
email cld74gt@aol.com

22 OPEN WHEEL | SPORTS RACERS Y

23 PRODUCTIONBASED | GTY

26 TOW VEHICLES | TRAILERS Y

95 VAN DIEMEN FC > Excellent
condition! Only best gear, three
races on fresh engine and gear
box. Spare engine with dyno time
only, have receipts. New
suspension, NHBB rod ends, 24
gear sets. Extensive list of spares.
2007 Pace 24’ Silver Arrow trailer
with cabinets. Everything for
$35,000. Contact: Bob at
ram-f2000@ live.com or

(207) 380-5483 /

(207) 633-9908.

2006 FORMULA ENTERPRISE >
Chassis #69, new MXL2 dash, new
belts, fresh gearbox, new
transponder, 4 sets of wheels and
tires. One set of brand new
American Racer Tires not
mounted. Have a few spare parts.
16ft enclosed trailer included.
$25,500. Contact: Tim at
treinke46@ gmail.com or call
(832) 724-1632.

23 PRODUCTIONBASED | GTY

LOTUS SUPER SEVENS DOMINATE
FP RUNOFFS > Offering an
outstanding example with a new
chassis, strong all steel 1,500cc
Cortina, re-engineered Leeson,
Quaife, Penske triples, CDS data aq
with suspension analysis (510K
system), spares. Price: S40K.
Details: Austin (386) 767-6396.

2014 RUNOFFS PODIUM FINISHING
GT-3 NISSAN 240SX > Square
tube chassis, Lotus link, new
Rebello KA24 3-valve motor, 32mm
SIR. Completely sorted, ready to
win. Spares, 2 motors, 12 wheels,
assorted carbon fiber body parts,
24’ Haulmark enclosed trailer. Price
reduced - inquire! Specs and photos
at gt-racecar.com. Contact: Chuck
McKinney at (510) 812-1140 or
chuck@amtmetals.com.

SCCA GTL MINI > Tube frame RWD.
1,275¢c bored 40 over, dry sump,
Elite 5-speed, mini QC, Alco
suspension, Electromotive ignition,
fiberglass body, 17 Revolution
wheels/tires, fresh spare engine and
nose, boxes of parts, LRP 1:02, Glen
2:14.§25,000. Contact: Chris,
(203) 858-3115

L T ——
1992 ACURA NSX > Driving
Ambition/Comptech Race Car.
2012-"13 SCCA champion and
multiple Track Attack winner. 3.5L
turbocharged with 500-800rwhp.
Car is in perfect condition and ready
to race. Current SCCA log Book 2016.
Over $250,000 invested. For sale at
§75,000. Contact: Igor Lyustin

at (415) 515-1395

2006 AUDI A4/BT > Ex-Stasis World
Challenge Touring Car, Audi Sport UK
chassis, one of only two built from
body in white. Competed in SCCA
WCTC during 2006-'07. SCCA STU
Class National Champion in 2011.
New transmission. AiM dash. Fall-Line
Motorsports prep. $49,000.
Contact: Joel Weinberger,

(630) 388-5400 or
joelweinberger33@ gmail.com

2010 PORSCHE GT3 CUP CAR >
Championship winning car. Race
ready. 34 hours on engine, 12 hours
on gearbox, sold with new set of
brakes front and rear, 3x wheel sets,
2 misc tire sets, 2 new tire sets, 2x
splitters, lug nut socket, MoTeC
system, full camera system. Located
at Motorsport Ranch Cresson, TX.
Asking $110,000 Contact: Nick B at
Nick@deBoulle.com or

(214) 773-7487

2001 PACE CARGO SPORT 7X18 >
Excellent condition. $3,500.
Louisville, KY. Finished interior. 10x18
attached canopy. Pit Pal. Diamond
plate. New brakes and bearings.
Custom ramp extensions. Used for
SRF. Great for small production cars,
sports racers, and formula cars.
Contact: raytdalton@gmail.com
or (502) 773-6204. Photos on
request.

28 SERVICESY

| [ .l_ E
WAL ] <l

CUSTOM GARAGES > Custom
architectural design for garages,
race structures, and distinctive
outbuildings throughout New
England. Contact: Dan Ferguson
at rackandruinracing.com

ADVERTISER INDEX
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Bondurant 15
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and earn a $25
statement credit!

The SCCA Visa Signature® Card is perfect
for everyone who enjoys rewards, racecars
and the SCCA! Plus, now you can earn a $25
Statement Credit after you spend just $100
within 60 days of opening your account!’

You’ll earn points wherever you use your
card — 1 rewards point for every $1 spent on
eligible net purchases?

Redeem your points for unrestricted travel, cash

T, ==
2 .‘!**_E‘F" mcari;mwmmm

~5‘1'=51";E|‘- 90 ’1’1‘1” ;

=

- ; .__ ¢ Signature

Visa Signature perks, like merchant upgrades,
special offers, and exclusive entertainment
experiences

No Preset Spending Limit* and no limit to the
number of points you can earn

back?, gift cards, merchandise and more!? Zero fraud liability> — so you won’t be "55‘ -

responsible for unauthorized charges
on your card

Visit usbank.com/SCCA94267
Call 888-327-2265 ext. 94267

We may change APRs, fees, and other Account terms in the future based on your experience with U.S. Bank National Association and its aﬁlllates as_ .
provided under the Cardmember Agreement and applicable law. by
Account must be open and in good standing to earn and redeem rewards and benefits. Upon approval, please refer to your Rewards Program Rules for additional information. -

1. Subject to credit approval. Please allow 6-8 weeks after meeting threshold for account to be credited. 2. Net purchases are purchases minus credits and returns. 3. Cash backiis in.the form of a ?.
statement credit. 4. No Preset Spending Limit is only available on our Signature product and does not mean unlimited spending. Individual transactions are authorized by card issuer based on factors such

account history, credit record and payment resources. Card issuer will preset an upper limit for revolving balances and cash advances. 5. U.S. Bank provides zero fraud liability for unauthorized transacaons
Cardmember must notify U.S. Bank promptly of any unauthorized use. Certain conditions and limitations may apply.

The creditor and issuer of the Sports Car Club of America Visa Signature Card is U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. E
© 2016 U.S. Bank National Association. =3
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SCCA HAPPENINGS

SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA JANUARY 2017
FIND SCCA CLUB RACING, RALLY, AND SOLO EVENTS NEAR YOU

MEMBER BENEFITS

The number and variety of
special offers available
under the SCCA Benefits
Program continue to grow.
These partners offer the
following advantages

to members:
ngEDI—IEg/ m

SCCA members get
15-percent off and free
shipping when ordering
from Speedhut at
www.speedhut.com.

Solo Performance Specialties
(SPS) offers a 10-percent
discount all online purchases
of graphics items.

Prize PossEssioNs
Prize Possessions is offering
members a free custom
logo setup and 10-percent
off on the initial order.

Budget

Budget Rent A Car is
offering SCCA members a
promotional rate of up to
25 percent off a rental.

—_x
FAIRFIELD

INN&SUITES ©

arnott

Fairfield Inn & Suites
Millville/Vineland is
offering a 30-percent
discount off regular
rates to SCCA members.

For a full description of all
the special offers included

in the Member Benefits
program, plus links to
participating companies, go
to www.scca.com and check
out the Member Benefits link
under the “About SCCA" tab.

RACING

TRANS-AM gotransam.com

(2016 schedule and results)

Mar 4-6 Sebring Int'l Raceway, Fla.
Bupp (TA); Robinson (TA2); Saunders
(TA3); Kent Jr. (TA4); Boden (TA5)

Apr 8-10 Road Atlanta, Ga.

Ruman (TA); Buffomante (TA2); Mueller
(TA3); Francis Jr. (TA4); Flynn (TA5)

May 13-15 Watkins Glen International, N.Y.
Ruman (TA); Machavern (TA2); Boden
(TA3); Francis Jr. (TA4); Kezman (TA5)

Jun 3-5 Belle Isle Grand Prix, Mich.
Lopez (TA); Marcelli (TA2); Martin (TA4)
Baucom (TA); Andretti (TA2); Francis (TA4)
Jun 10-12 New Jersey Motorsports
Park, N.J.

Fix (TA); Buffomante (TA2); Aquilante
(TA3); Francis Jr. (TA4); Kezman (TA5)
July 1-3 Brainerd Int'l Raceway, Minn.
Fix (TA); Robinson (TA2); Streimer (TA3);
Francis Jr. (TA4)

Aug 11-13 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio
Gregg (TA); Marcelli (TA2); Mueller (TA3);
Francis Jr. (TA4)

Aug 25-27 Road America, Ga.

Ebben (TA); Buffomante (TA2); Boden
(TA3); Francis Jr. (TA4)

Sep 23-24 VIRginia Int'l Raceway, W. Va.
Fix (TA); Buffomante (TA2); Mueller (TA3);
Francis Jr. (TA4)

Oct 7-9 Homestead-Miami Speedway, Fla.
Ebben (TA); Lewis (TA2); Camus (TA3);
Francis Jr. (TA4)

Oct 14-15 NOLA Motorsport Park, La.

Fix (TA); Buffomante (TA2); Streimer
(TA3); Ricci (TA4)

Nov 3-5 Circuit of the Americas, Texas
Fix (TA); Machavern (TA2); Kezman (TA3);
Napieralski (TA4)

Nov 10-12 Daytona Int'l Speedway, Fla.

Ruman (TA); Lewis (TA2); Saunders (TA3);

Maugeri (TA4)
Champions: Ruman (TA); Buffomante
(TA2); Mueller (TA3); Francis Jr. (TA4)

All dates/events subject to change

* = Double Event # = Enduro

Ro= Runoffs qualifier ~ r=Restricted
HC = Hill Climb v = Vintage

CT = Club Trial TT = Track Trial
PDX = Performance Driving Experience
GTA = Game, Tour, Adventure Rally

GRC = Great Race Class NT = National Tour
NC = National Course
CR = Course Rally

RT = Regional Tour
SR = Social Rally
E-mail addresses for registrars and event
organizers are available at www.scca.com
FOR CHANGES

Club Racing: (785) 232-7229
Solo, RoadRally: (785) 232-7656

RallyCross: (785) 357-7259

WORLD CHALLENGE
world-challenge.com

(2016 schedule and results)

Mar 3-6 Circuit of the Americas, Texas

GT: Long, O'Connell; GTA: Fuentes, Fuentes;

GTC: Udell, Urry; GTS: Aschenbach,
Sandberg; TC: Kozarov, Grahovec ; TCA:
Goulart; Wolfe; TCB: Hough, Rodgers

Mar 11-13 Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, Fla.
GT: Lewis, Lewis; GTA: Fuentes, Fuentes;
GTC: Urry, Urry; GTS: Roush Jr., Rousch Jr.
Apr 15-17 Grand Prix of Long Beach, Calif.
GT: Parente; GTA: Fuentes

April 22-24 Barber Motorsports Park, Ala.

GT: Parente, Cooper; GTA: Fuentes, Fuentes;
GTC: Udell, Udell; GTS: Buford, Buford

May 19-22 Canadian Tire Motorsports
Park, Canada

GT: Long, Long; GTA: Schein, Schein; GTC:

Udell, Green; GTS: Aschenbach, Riddle; TC:

Wittmer, Grahovec; TCA: Goulart, Goulart;
TCB: Morse, Rodgers; SprintX: Mills (GT),
Mills (GT), Riddle (GTS), Riddle (GTS)
May 27-28 Lime Rock Park, Conn.

GT: Parente, Parente; GTA: Schein,
Fuentes; GTC: Urry, Udell; GTS:
Aschenbach, Burford; TC: Wittmer,
Geraci; TCA: Goulart, Goulart; TCB:
Rodgers, Washay

Jun 23-26 Road America, Wis.

GT: Eversley, Eversley; GTA: Schein,
Montecalvo; GTC: Udell, Udell; GTS:
DeBoer, Sandberg; TC: Rivera, Rivera;
TCA: Bickers, Bickers; TCB: O'Gorman,
O0'Gorman

Jul 29-30 Mid-Ohio, Ohio

GT: Parente, Cooper; GTA: Scheun, Schein;
GTC: Udell, Udell; GTS: Aschenbach

Aug 12-14 Utah Motorsport Campus, Utah
GT: Heitkotter, Heitkotter; GTA:
Montecalvo, Fuentes; GTC: Urry,

Udell; GTS: Mantella, Heckert; TC:
Poland, Weisberg; TCA: Wolfe, Wolfe;
TCB: O'Gorman, O'Gorman, SprintX:
Calvert/Lewis (GT); Lewis/Calvert (GT);
Allexandridis/DeBoer (GTS); Wilson/
Riddle (GTS)

Sep 16-18 Sonoma Raceway, Calif.

GT: O'Connell, O'Connell; GTA: Schein,
Schein; GTC: Udell, Udell; GTS: Stacy,
Sandberg

Oct 7-9 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca,
Calif.

GT: Parente; GTA: MacNeil; GTC: Fergus;
GTS: Barkey, Heckert; TC: Gallagher,
Gallagher; TCA: Powell, Bickers; TCB:
Rodgers, Rodgers

Champions: Parente (GT); Fuentes (GTA);
Udell (GTC); Sandberg (GTS); Grahovec
(TC); Goulart (TCA); O'Gorman (TCB)

F1600 CHAMPIONSHIP
f1600championshipseries.com

(2016 schedule and results)

Feb 11-13 Palm Beach International
Raceway, Fla. (exhibition) Ming

Feb 19-21Sebring, Fla. (exhibition) Ming
Apr 7-10 Road Atlanta, Ga.

Portante; Verhagen; Mallinen

May 13-15 Watkins Glen, N.Y.

Denes; Ming; Denes

Jun 3-5 VIRginia Int'| Raceway, Va.
Verhagen; Estep; Auriemma

Jul 1-3 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio
Portante; Ming; Verhagen

Aug 5-7 Pittsburgh International Race
Complex, Pa.

Verhagen; Verhagen; Frederick

Aug 26-28 New Jersey Motorsports
Park, N.J.

Ming; Verhagen; Verhagen

Sep 30-Oct 2 VIRginia Int'I Raceway, Va.
Verhagen; Portante; Verhagen
Champion: Verhagen

championship

F2000 CHAMPIONSHIP
f2000championshipseries.com
(2016 schedule and results)

Feb 11-13 Palm Beach International
Raceway, Fla. (exhibition)

Norman

Feb 19-21Sebring, Fla. (exhibition)
Norman

Apr 7-10 Road Atlanta, Ga.

Bamford; Bamford

May 13-15 Watkins Glen, N.Y.
McDonough; Bamford

Jun 3-5 VIRginia Int'l Raceway, Va.
Bamford; Bamford

Jul 1-3 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio
Bamford; Larue

Aug 5-7 Pittsburgh International Race
Complex, Pa.

Bamford; Bamford

Aug 26-28 New Jersey Motorsports
Park,N.J.

Dixon; Walko

Sep 30-Oct 2 VIRginia Int'l Raceway, Va.
Norman; Grant

Champion: Bamford

ATLANTIE

ATLANTIC CHAMPIONSHIP
atlanticchampionshipseries.com
(2016 schedule and results)

Feb 11-13 Palm Beach International
Raceway, Fla. (exhibition)

Norman

Feb 19-21Sebring, Fla. (exhibition)
Norman

Apr 7-10 Road Atlanta, Ga.

Norman; K. Grant

May 13-15 Watkins Glen, N.Y.

Norman; Norman

Jun 3-5 VIRginia Int' Raceway, Va.
Norman; Norman

Jul 1-3 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio
D. Grant; Norman

Aug 5-7 Pittsburgh International Race
Complex, Pa.

D. Grant; D. Grant

Aug 26-28 New Jersey Motorsports
Park, N.J.

Norman; D. Grant

Sep 30-Oct 2 VIRginia Int'I Raceway, Va.
Norman; D. Grant

Champion: Norman

£Y

=xr
FORMULA 4
f4uschampionship.com
(2016 schedule and results)
Jul1-3 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio
Czaczyk; Czaczyk; Czaczyk
Aug 11-13 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course,
Ohio
Kirkwood; Robinson; Das
Aug 26-28 New Jersey Motorsports
Park, N.J.
Goughary Jr.; Das; Das
Sep 17-18 Road Atlanta, Ga.
Das; Das; Das
Oct 7-9 Homestead-Miami Speedway, Fla.
Das; Das; Das
Champion: Das
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Date Track/Region
Phone numbers are for region registrars

2017 U.S. MAJORSTOUR

sccamajors.com

NORTHEAST CONFERENCE
2017 schedule not announced at press time

NORTHERN CONFERENCE

May 6-7 Blackhawk Farms Raceway, Ill.
Jun 2-4 Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Ohio
(Hoosier Super Tour)

Jun 16-18 Road America, Wis.

(Hoosier Super Tour)

Jul 8-9 GingerMan Raceway, Mich.

Jul 29-30 Road America, Wis.

Aug 12-13 Grattan Raceway, Mich.

SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE

Jan 6-8 Homestead-Miami Speedway, Fla.
Jan 1315 Sebring Int'l Raceway, Fla.
(Hoosier Super Tour)

Mar 4-5 NOLA Motorsports Park, La.
(Hoosier Super Tour)

Mar 17-19 Road Atlanta, Ga.

Apr 14-16 VIRginia Int'l Raceway, Va.
(Hoosier Super Tour)

Jul1-3 Roebling Road Raceway, Ga.

MID-STATES CONFERENCE

Apr 8-9 Hallett Motor Racing Circuit,
Okla. (Hoosier Super Tour)

Apr 22-23 Circuit of St. Louis, lll.

May 13-14 Heartland Park Topeka, Kan.
May 27-28 Pueblo Motorsports Park,
Colo.

Jul1-2 High Plains Raceway, Colo.

Jul 22-23 Motorsport Park Jastings,
Neb.

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE
2017 schedule not announced at press time

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Jan 13-15 Auto Club Speedway, Calif.
Mar 11-12 Willow Springs, Calif. (Hoosier
Super Tour)

Apr 1-2 Thunderhill Raceway Park, Calif.
Apr 28-30 Buttonwillow Raceway Park,
Calif. (Hoosier Super Tour)

May 19-21 Porland Int'l Raceway, Ore.
(Hoosier Super Tour)

Jun 17-18 The Ridge Motorsports Park,
Wash.

SCCA NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP RUNOFFS

Sep 25-0ct 1, 2017 Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, Indiana
DIVISIONAL/REGIONAL
SOUTHWEST sowdivscca.org

Dec 3-4*Ro MSR Houston/Houston
SCCA ACCREDITED SCHOOLS
FULL COMPETITION LEVEL

AMG Driving Academy

(888) 604-1766 amgacademy.com
Bertil Roos Racing School
(800)511-7606 racenow.com

BIR Performance Driving School
(866)511-7606 birperformance.com

U.S. MAJORS TOUR

WHAT Club Racing

WHEN Jan. 13-15, 2017
WHERE Fontang, Calif.

The Western Conference clicks
into high gear with its Majors
opening event at Auto Club
Speedway in mid January.

GO TO SCCA.COM/EVENTS TO FIND MORE!

WEEKEND ONE

The Southeast
Conference kicks off the
U.S. Majors Tour with
an event at Homestead-
Miami on Jan. 6-8.

Bob Bondurant School

(800) 842-7223 bondurant.com

MSR Houston

(281)369-0677 msrhouston.com
Pettiford’s Go 4 It Racing Schools

(303) 666-4113 goditservices.com
Porsche Sport Driving School

(888) 204-7474 porschedriving.com
Simraceway Performance Driving Center
(800) 733-0345 jimrussellusa.com
Skip Barber Racing School

(800) 221-1131 skipbarber.com

Spring Mountain Advanced Driving School
(800) 391-6891
springmountainmotorsports.com

NOVICE PERMIT / SCHOOL AND
EVENT CREDIT

Bertil Roos Racing School

(800) 722-3669 racenow.com

Bob Bondurant School

(800) 842-7223 bondurant.com
Bridgestone Racing Academy

(905) 983-1114 race2000.com
Lucas Oil School of Racing

(561) 200-7223 lucasoilraceschool.com
Pettiford's Go 4 It Racing Schools
(303) 666-4113 goditservices.com
Pro Drive Racing School

(503) 285-4449 prodrive.net
ProFormance Racing School
(253)630-5130
proformanceracingschool.com
Simraceway Performance Driving Center
(800) 733-0345 jimrussellusa.com
Skip Barber Racing School

(800) 221-1131 skipbarber.com

NOVICE PERMIT / SCHOOL CREDIT
Allen Berg Racing School

(888) 722-3220
allenbergracingschools.com

Bobby Cee’s Racer’s Edge High
Performance Driving School

(562) 714-1799
bobbyceesracersedge.com

Mark Weber

OFFICERS

Chairman JOHN WALSH

Vice Chairman DANIEL HELMAN
Secretary TERE PULLIAM

5th Member Executive Committee
STEPHEN HARRIS

Assistant Treasurer K.J. CHRISTOPHER

SCCA NATIONAL OFFICE

Toll Free: (800) 770-2055

Main: (785) 357-7222

6620 SE Dwight St., Topeka, KS 66619
www.scca.com

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Vice President & Chief Operations Officer
ERIC PRILL

Senior Director of Finance

MINDI PFANNENSTIEL

Senior Director of Solo and Rally
HOWARD DUNCAN

Director of Club Racing

DEANNA FLANAGAN

Director of Experiential Programs
HEYWARD WAGNER

Senior Manager, Marketing

& Communications

REECE WHITE

Director of Information Technology
MICHAEL FITZGERALD

SCCA PRO RACING

Toll Free: (800) 770-2055

Main: (785) 357-7222

6620 SE Dwight St., Topeka, KS 66619
www.sccapro.com

President MIKE COLLINS

General Manager STEVE OSETH

SCCA ENTERPRISES

Phone: (303) 693-2111

14550 E. Easter Ave., Suite 400
Centennial, CO 80112
www.scca-e.com

President & CEO ROBEY CLARK

SCCA DIRECTORS

Areal: BOB DOWIE

(845) 325-0930; bdowie@scca.com
Area 2: TERRY HANUSHEK

(856) 223-0807; thanushek@scca.com
Area 3: LEE HILL

(813) 684-4741; Ihill@scca.com

Area 4: Temporarily vacant following the
passing of Stephen Harris

Area 5: BRUCE LINDSTRAND

(262) 724-3346; blindstrand@scca.com
Area 6: PETER ZEKERT

(314) 724-7098; pzekert@scca.com
Area 7: DAN HELMAN

(281) 324-6664; dhelman@scca.com
Area 8: ARNIE COLEMAN

(719) 931-8281; acoleman@scca.com
Area 9: CHARLIE DAVIS

(650) 740-7898; cdavis@scca.com
Area 10: JOHN WALSH

(585) 624-9289 (h); jwalsh@scca.com
Area Tl: K.J. CHRISTOPHER

(213) 842-2363; kchristopher@scca.com
Area12: TERE PULLIAM

(678) 697-9755; tpulliam@scca.com
Area13: JIM WEIDENBAUM

(503) 327-8990; jweidenbaum@scca.com
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SCCA HAPPENINGS

ANNIVERSARIES

65-YEAR MEMBERS

Susan W. Green

GO TO SCCA.COM/EVENTS TO FIND MORE!

12/30/1986 Blackhawk Valley

Charles R. Hassan 12/1/1951  Life Members Andrea Griffith 12/23/1986 Texas

Gregory D. Grucella 12/29/1986 Mahoning Valley
6°-YEAR .MEMBERS Stanley E. Hinds 12/8/1986 Eastern Tennessee
Edwin K. Kitow Jr. 12/1/1956  Texas Paul W. LeCain 12/22/1986 New England
55-YEAR MEMBERS Robert Eugene Lentz 12/9/1986 Washington DC
Jerry Pacheco 12/1/1961  San Francisco Jim Linn 12/30/1986 Cal Club
Tom White 12/1/1961  Northeast Oklahoma James R. Marinangel 12/29/1986 Chicago

Ann Marie Massa 12/19/1986 San Francisco
50-YEAR MEMBERS John D. Massa 12/19/1986 San Francisco
Linda Dent 12/1/1966  Fort Wayne Bruce A. Miller 12/11/1986 San Francisco
Albert E. Horn 12/1/1966  Tennessee Valley Richard Murphy 12/10/1986 Central Florida
45-YEAR MEMBERS Gary Musciano 12/17/1986 Northern New Jersey
Richard L. Allen 12/1/1971  Oklahoma Lisa B. Noble 12/24/1986 Kansas )
Jerry Bergman 12/1/1971  Western New York Debble_Schmldt 12/30/1986 Northwestern Ohio
Eddie Cadena 12/1/1971  Houston F. Bernice Schnoerr 12/24/1986 Florida
Ron Glaub 12/1/1971  Chicago Erik Skirmants 12/24/1986 Colorado
John B. Lennes 12/1/1971 Land O'Lakes Jay D. Smith 12/30/1986 Philadelphia
Tom C. Mankin 12/1/1971  Lone Star Douglas Snyder 12/2/1986 San Francisco
Ann M. McHugh 12/1/1971  Neohio Lans Stout 12/15/1986 Oregon

David A. Trzeciak 12/24/1986 Lone Star
35-YEAR MEMBERS David Scott Zeckhausen 12/2/1986 Northern New Jersey
Joe Camilleri 12/1/1981  Western New York Susan Zerlin 12/4/1986 Florida
Gloria J. Carr 12/1/1981  Ohio Valley 25-VEAR MEMBERS
Kathy Daniels 12/1/1981 Central Florida - . )
Edward J. Magner 12/1/1981  Western Michigan i%zr;(li-uﬁgif):%gyer 1;;}3%;9991] :rejlvlvagslgplglwad
Susan Spragg 12/1/1981  Des Moines Valley Barry D. Brown 12/18/1991 Washington DC
30-YEAR MEMBERS Mark Gustafson 12/6/1991 Central Florida
Brad L. Baer 12/2/1986 St Louis J. Michael Johnson 12/18/1991 St Louis
Patricia A. Baer 12/2/1986 St Louis Shawn Keith Mclaughlin = 12/18/1991 Atlanta
Brian Blain 12/11/1986 Cal Club Daniel W. Mullin 12/17/1991 Oregon
Richard Alan Butler 12/2/1986 St Louis Nyle Polis 12/18/1991 Houston
Cole J. Dahn 12/8/1986 Arizona Vanessa Prado 12/6/1991 Central Florida
Diane Davis 12/8/1986 Atlanta Pedro Prado 12/6/1991 Central Florida
Robert Warren DeLoatch 12/16/1986 Buccaneer John Sherck 12/11/1991 San Francisco
D. Warren Dickinson Jr ~ 12/19/1986 San Francisco Arthur J. Sonen 12/5/1991 Hawaii
Daniel V. Grace 12/16/1986 New England Craig Spaulding 12/17/1991 Texas
Julianne A. Grace 12/29/1986 New England Steve Thein 12/12/1991 San Diego

SOLO
TIRE RACK' SCCA SOLO

Danny McKeever’s Fast Lane
Racing School
(888) 948-4888 raceschool.com

Demonte Motorsports
(631)482-8875
demontemotorsports.com

FAASST Performance Driving School
(719) 761-1372 faasst.com

Pro Drive Racing School

(503) 285-4449 prodrive.net
Sports Car Driving Experience

(800) 453-5506
corvetteracingschool.com
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Spring Mountain Advanced Driving School

(800) 391-6891

springmountainmotorsports.com

Waterford Hills Road Racing Inc.
(248) 623-0070 waterfordhills.com

TIME TRIALS

SOUTHWEST sowdivscca.org
Dec 3-4 PDX MSR Houston/Houston

Houston TBD

H

CHAMPIONSHIP TOUR

2017 season to be announced

TIRE RACK' SCCA SOLO
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Sep 5-8 Lincoln, Neb.

TIRE RACK’ SCCAPROSOLO
Mar 10-12 Greenville, S.C. (tentative)
Apr 7-9 Irvine, Calif

Apr 28-30 Crows Landing, Calif.
May 5-7 Blythville, Ark.

May 12-14 East Rutherford, N.J.
May 26-27 Lincoln, Neb.

(Spring Nationals)

Jun 2-4 Mineral Wells, Texas

Jun 9-11 Swanton, Ohio

Jul14-16 Packwood, Wash.

Aug 4-6 Oscoda Township, Mich.
Sep 1-3 Lincoln, Neb. (Finale)

TIRE RACK" MATCH TOUR.
Mar 305 San Diego, Calif.

Apr 28-29 Wampum, Penn.

Jun 2-4 Peru, Ind.

Jul 2-4 Bristol, Tenn.

CAM CHALLENGE

2017 season to be announced

REGIONAL

SOUTHEAST sedivracing.org

Dec 4 Spence Field/Dixie
Dixie bbatch@nettally.com

SOUTHWEST sowdivscca.org

Dec 3-4 NOLF Waldron Field/South Texas

Border
South Texas (361) 980-8000

SOUTHERN PACIFIC scca-sopac.org
Dec 11 Marana Regional Airport/Arizona
Border
Arizona Border
arizonasanders@msn.com

ROADRALLY

A complete RoadRally planning calendar
can be found at www.scca.com/rally

NATIONAL

2017 season to be announced

REGIONAL
2017 season to be announced

RALLYCROSS

WHAT Regional RallyCross
WHEN Now

WHERE Over there
RallyCross is kind of the Wild
West of SCCA competition,
with its “run what you brung”
attitude and fun-loving crowd.

RALLYCROSS

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
2017 event to be announced

REGIONAL

NORTHEAST nediv.org

Dec 11 Walczyks Farm/Central New York
Central New York (315) 575-3623

SOUTHEAST sedivracing.org
Dec 4 Durhamtown Plantation/Atlanta
Dec 10 Byron Racway/Middle Georgia
Dec 10 Hollytree Offroad LLC/Tennessee
Valley
Atlanta quattros@gmail.com
Middle Georgia
topher170@yahoo.com
Tennessee Valley
leon@dynatorch.com
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THE MAGAZINEFOR RACERS

Special Offer for SCCA Members
Save 58% off the cover price
Just $29.95 for a one-year subscription (8 issues)

Subscribe now at:
www.racer.com/scca

Featuring the finest motorsports writers and photographers
Premium quality, heavyweight, book-like paper stock
100% exclusive content not available anywhere else

Each collectable issue mailed in protective polybag
Includes access to digital edition

24/7 racing coverage at RACER.com & YouTube.com/TheRACERChannel i facebook.com/RACERmagazine [ 1 twitter.com/racermag
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NEW PRODUCTS

ORECA V-PRO
FORMULA RACE SUIT

New to safety wear, Orecais
bringing quality equipment at
affordable prices to a complete
lineup of driver gear from helmets
to gloves to race suits. Its new
two-layer V-Pro Formula race suit
is available in grey/black/neon
orange in sizes from 48 to 64 and
features an elastic fabric,
floating-arm construction, elastic
lower back panel, and holds FIA
8856-2000 certification.
www.oreca-gear.com

QA1 CARBON FIBER DRIVE SHAFTS
¢ QAT now offers its award-winning REV Series custom carbon-fiber

i drive shafts in a 2.25-inch diameter for vehicles with up to 750

¢ horsepower with a maximum torque of 500Ib-ft. Because every
vehicle is different based on driveline, power level, and other

¢ upgrades, QAT uses an in-house filament winding system to custom
i wind these drive shafts www.gal.net

ESSENTIAL
TOOLS,
ACCESSORIES,
AND GEAR FOR
RACERS

EDELBROCK MAZDA MX-5

E-FORCE SUPERCHARGER KIT
Edelbrock’s E-Force supercharger system
for the new Mazda MX-5 gives your Miata
the power it needs. A side-mounted TVS
900 supercharger allows for a clean
installation on Mazda's new 2.0L -4 engine
and fits neatly under the stock hood with no
modifications. The supercharger system is
50-state emissions legal (pending) and
includes a three-year, 36,000-mile
powertrain warranty. www.edelbrock.com

ANTIGRAVITY BATTERIES RS-20

The RS20 Lithium Car Battery has a built-in
battery management system to balance the
lithium cells for the safest, longest service life
possible. Additionally, this system has an automatic
low-voltage cutoff that limits over-discharge and
protects the battery from damage. The RS20 is rated
at 2,000 cycles - nearly twice that of a typical battery,
and weighs only 10Ibs. www.antigravitybatteries.com

EASTWOOD BRAKE
BLEEDING KIT

¢ The Eastwood three-piece
brake bleeding wrench set

¢ includes the three most

i popular size wrenches to allow
i use on virtually any car, SUV,
light truck, or motorcycle brake
i caliper or wheel cylinder. This
set is constructed of rugged

i steel with high-quality silicone
hoses and a precision-
machined check valve for long
: life and brake fluid resistance.

i www.eastwood.com

DEWITTS OIL COOLER :
DeWitts is now offering a new :
air-to-oil type engine oil cooler
kit for all C7 Corvettes. This kit :
includes a custom two-pass oil
cooler that is designed to
mount directly behind the grill
opening. This kit replaces the
factory water-to-oil cooler with
a custom adapter and
stainless steel braided oillines. &
Detailed installation
instructions are included.
www.dewitts.com

SportsCarwelcomes submissions of relevant motorsports products. Please send a description of the product, including price, and a color image to SportsCar Toy Box,

17030 Red Hill Avenue, Irvine, CA 92614, or e-mail sportscar@racer.com. Products appearing in SportsCar are not necessarily endorsed

by SportsCar or the SCCA.
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Latch & Link Harness
GF3 Full Face p—
FI 16.1

SNELL SA2015 $69.99 #6000

5249.99 #3123 in Black, Blue or Red
in Black, Matte Black or White

Price shown are from most major product dealers, gforce.com sells at a higher
list price. Check your racing parts supplier for local pricing. For a complete list of
dealers, visit us online at www.gforce.com

O mccioveewmy
PERMANENT, ENGINE COATINGS?

Swain coated engines are more durable than uncoated engines.
Swain’s lubricating coatings provide a solid slippery film for high
revving piston skirts. Qil-attracting coating holds oil in the metal
to protect moving parts when oil film thins under load—protection
from scoring and wear. Permanent thermal heat barrier coatings
protect piston domes from detonation destruction and improves
combustion. Manage power loss with coated domes, valves, com-
bustion chambers and ports by retarding heat transfer to block and
oil bath. Swain protected engines race past rebuilds. Learn more
on our website.

SWAINN

TECH/COATINGS
www.swaintech.com

585-889-2790

Scottsville, NY 14546

WWW.NECKSGEN.COM
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FROM THE EDITOR

1 _PHILIPROYLE

CONTACT
PATCH

EDITOR, SPORTSCAR MAGAZINE

ROOKIE YEAR REDO

h, rookie year at the Tire Rack Solo

National Championships, | remember
you well. For me, it was 2010, and
| entered STS co-driving with perennial
frontrunner Michael Heinitz in an
STS-classed Miata. The car was capable, as
Heinitz proved that year with his
fourth-place finish; | was not, as | proved
with my 16th-place finish.

At the time, | was happy with my finish,
just four spots out of the trophies - but
looking back now, I'm shocked | did as well
as | did. In the STS field that year were
Andrew Canak (who not only won that
year but backed it up in 2011), Tom
O'Gorman (who just added the 2016 Pirelli
World Challenge TCB championship trophy
to his shelf of multiple National Solo titles),
and David Whitener (now a multi-time
National Champion) - and that's in addition
to a number of other competitors who, like
Michael Heinitz, always found their way to
the pointy end of the field.

In talking with Peter Lindberg - who
you'll find on the cover of this month’s
issue - | enjoyed hearing about his rookie
year at the Solo National Championships
in 2016, which he writes about starting on

. 4 twitter.com/sportscarmag

pg. 22. His Solo Nationals week, however,
was completely different from mine.

For my rookie year at Nationals, | rented
aride, flew into Lincoln, Neb., the day
before the event, made my runs, then
headed back to the airport. Allin all, about
three days out of the office, and | even
managed to do some work on the airplane.
Peter, meanwhile, drove his competition car
to the event, on his own, meeting up with
fellow Houston Region friends in the
paddock at Lincoln Airpark. He also arrived
on Sunday for his Thursday-Friday runs,
giving him ample time to familiarize himself
with the paddock, the courses, and the
general flow of things. It gave him time to
absorb the event in its entirety, rather then
the whirlwind trip I made of it, where
| barely had time to walk the courses. | was
flustered and rushed. Did it affect my
finishing position? Probably not, but after
talking with Peter, I'm now sure | missed out
on much of the Solo Nationals experience.

In our conversation over lunch, Peter
talked more about his adventures in the
paddock than he did his actual competition
runs. The “big wheel” autocross, the
evening gatherings, and the new friends

€3 facebook.com/sportscarmag

FIRST-TIMER
My rookie year at the Solo National Championships came
in 2010, where | received a thorough beatdown in STS.

made an impact that has Peter itching to
return to the Solo Nationals in 2017.

Yes, | remember my rookie year at the
Solo Nationals, but now | wish | could do it
over. | wish I'd put more effort into the
sideshows, meeting people, and generally
taking in the event before getting caught up
in the thrill of competition. So, when you read
Peter’s story in this issue and get inspired to
go to the Solo National Championships for
the first time yourself, follow his lead and not
mine - you'll definitely have more fun. ®

D FROM THE ARCHIVES

: 10 YEARS AGO...

- JANUARY 2007
g - Following a 12-year
stint at Mid-Ohio, the
Runoffs moved to
Heartland Park
Topeka, where it
stayed for three years.
* Roughly a month
after the Runoffs, the
USRRC took to the
streets of Topeka, Kan.

i 25 YEARS AGO...
- JANUARY 1992

* Anewsitem
discussed a new
technology at the
SCCA office: a voice
messaging system.
* ProRacing
newcomer Scott
Sharp won the
Trans Am
championship.

i 50 YEARS AGO...
- JANUARY 1967

=

* Arizona Region
member Tracy Bird
wrote a letter against
reducing the number

| of championship road
: racing classes - a topic
¥ that was under

| discussion by the
Competition Board

at the time.
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2 Great_build;s dernand SPARCO.
Great builders rely on MOTOVICITY.

S F
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YOU'RE THE DRIVER, THE CREW CHIEF AND THE MANAGER.
WE'RE HERE FOR ALL OF YOU.

As an amateur racer, you do more than race. You tune. You repair. You strategize. That’s why we're here to support every
aspect of your passion for racing. So we offer discounted parts, contingency award programs and a technical support
system. Plus a ladder scholarship program designed to help further your racing career. That’s why more Mazdas are

road-raced on any given weekend than any other car! Because Driving Matters. Visit MazdaMotorsports.com.

DRIVING MATTERS® ma:

'Based an Sparts Car Club of America racing data
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